DISAPPEARING
COMMUNITIES

Guide:

=
4
<
=
3
o,
=
T
(8
e
o
L
o

c
o)
%)
©
s
c
N
<
)
3

|

Gauravi Chaudhari

3

-

Roll no: 10625008

Co- Guide:

Dr. Natalie Pang

Dr. Schubert Foo




Theory of Community

Social norms

Religious Belief Language
Value system Shared Cultural belief
o History .
Aspirations Artifacts
shared Shared culture o
Involvement Ethnicity
genes
Particination Lifestyle
Shared Reverence
Shared mamory for cultures Practices
Physical .
Homeland Occupation
Space
common interest Sustenence

Political.boundary ocal
ocality

Geographical area



Theory of Community

Social narms
I‘
.
.
Religious Belief B ..-=diguage
" . -___--
am=" .
~ Value system ...==""" Sh"i}red Cultural belief
" [} ‘0'
) .;' Hisbory ) R
Aspirations 5 Artifacts _.**
“
‘I
. shared Shared culture
. Ethnicity
° genes .
. '... .
. ..., Disappearing
. P A a, 3
P . amm" . -... . e
Part|C|Ba‘t|on T Communlty .._'Llﬁe'style
R Shared Reverence :'
R values .
R for cultures . .
Shared mentory ., N Practices
.O' :'
"“ :
SN Physical K
Homeland R . +Occupation
3 . Space KPPt
*
O. “
'O‘ $‘
. .
Common interest. ‘\
Ta, .
-~y “

Politicakboundary ™,

Geogr‘aiphical area

"- .
-® .
PR "
Sustenence :
:
L
L
L4
'.
Locality



Study Framework

- To get overall idea about communities in India

- Created a structure by dividing community into three parts

1. Introduction of community
2. Identity of community

3. Indicators for community

KOLI (MUMBAI) BOUNDARY

The Kolis-fisherfolk-of Mumbai are a REGION Sassoon Dock,Varsova,
distinct community. In Their dress, their Worali,Mumbai, Thane
language, their food and their lifestyle

they are easily distinguishable. SEREl Eaeshtre

ORIGIN
SIGNIFICANCE

LIVELIHOOD Fishing,

INVOLVEMENT

MALE

FEMALE

PROBLEMS / FORCES

They are struggling to maintain their occupation and
lifestyle amidst the urban chaos. The infrastructure in
and around Mumbai improved, bringing in further
competition from outside.This increased competition
for the Kolis of Mumbai in general and the Kolis of
Worli in particular — both of whom continued to
depend on fishing as a major source of employment
and income.

CONSTRAINTS

he Kolis around Mumbai and specifically in Worli are
at a crossroads. They have changed their tribal
affiliations, their worship and their occupation to
adjust to the changing times, increased competition
and new technologies.

PRESERVATION METHODS




Disappearing

Communities In India
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Folk communities of Maharashtra  Snake Charmers of India Bene Israel of India
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF HOW THE BORDERS CAME TO BE 967 1993-1995

1897
The World Zianist Organization is created ta advorate far the

astablishment of a Jewish hemeland in Palestine.
]

1917
The Balfour Declaration: British Foreign Secretary

1948-1949 =
Arab-Israeli War: The Jewish community declares

Six-Day War: Using air, sea, and ground combat, lsrael captures
the Sinai Peninsula from Egypt and Galan Heights from Syria.
Although the Israeli Army does not annex the West Bank of
Jordan, it begins to occupy the region.

The Oslo Accords: Palestine and Israel sign the Declaration
of Principles, in which bath nations seek recognition as
autonomous governing bodies. The West Bank is split

into three zones: One fully controlled by Palestinian

2005

Gaza Expulsion Plan: [srasl's defense forces leave the
Gaza Strip and four settlements in the northern West Bank
as part of a unilateral disengagement plan,

Authority; one that's jeint-contrelled: and one that stays
in Israeli hands,

=
dames Balfourapprovesthe crastomnatianational 2 itself independent in the new state of Israel, War breaks 1982 a1 ’ .
homeland for Jews in Palestine. out between Israstis and forces fram Israel returns Sinai to Egypt and the two countries sign a Camp David Summit: The Israeli Army withdraws from
: nearby Arab nations, peace treaty, making Egypt the first Arab nation to officially Limtsasoies Tivelagmmpiianeicd Stomrnitain fo-halpthe two
E recognize Israel as a state, sides finally agree on a settlement; the talks eventually fail
= ] and the violence leads to The Second Intifada {2000-05)
ey :
198?‘1?93 September 2011
\_/ February-July 1949 F!rstl.lmfaﬂa.: Pa\estmwe.ms begin a mass uprising in Gaza. April 2003 f 2= Palestine submils a bid to the UN.
Israeland the Arab states agree 1o an armistice that Civil disobedience and riots soon spread ta the West Bank, Road Map for Peace: The Eurapean \ ® for-atatehand ahd mambership:
Union, UN.,, U5, and R it =

1947 results in lsrael cantrolling 78 percent of Palestine. The =Y il ) i .usswa g =

U.N. Partition Plan: The UN. successfully passes a plan ta U.N, estimates that more thar 700,000 Palestinian Arabs a road map, which outlines a clear .\\.

separate wastern Palestine into twa states. Jewish leaders o : h timetable toward a Palestinian state.

become refugees during this peried, o

accept the proposal while Palestinian Arab leaders reject it, °

prampting riots
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[a] http://kapitalisten.files.wordpress.com/2012/01/israel-history.jpg
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[b] http://imedia.io/illustrations/Middle_East-1.png
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Indian Jewish Communities
- Baghdadi Jews
- Cochin Jews

- Bene Israel

Bene Israel
- ‘Children of Israel’

- Lost ten tribes of Jews

,%

L

[c] [c] http://www.cmap.comersis.com/map-432-free-vector-map-of-india.htm/



Community level
Endangerment

Started migrating
to Israel in 1948

Settled in
Thane, Mumbai
Pune, Ahmedabad

Arrived in India
(Navagaon Kulaba)

—m

Present

Disappearance
Noticed

Adopted local
culture

Moved to
west cost

2000 B. C.

[c]

[c] http://www.cmap.comersis.com/map-432-free-vector-map-of-india.htm/ : I



“India is the only country in the world,

in which through centuries Jews have
dwelt in complete security and have been
accorded an honorable place in the social

structure of the land.”

By Benjamin J. Israel

[1] Benjamin I, “Bene Israel of India” (1983) Sangam Books, ISBN: 0 86131 455 7
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‘Bene Israelis settled down in Alibaug but now there are
only 4-5 families in this area. All are moving to Israel for better
opportunities. If I move to Israel who will take care of this synagogue?
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"For Bene Israelis synagogue 1s the }ﬂxé\éexqf social gathéring. All prayers,
marriages, malida and religious functions happen in synagogues. Thus
synagogues play a critical role for bonding in our community.’

‘“ - -




INEERE fathefrll




!

G Y%

- \- JENeration is not interested in préserving our‘e

e of Ji "«'i__aism and other core values of the Jewish commemity: #
g Proper knowledge of Jewish customs is lacking in this generation.”
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‘After establishment of Israel my all cousins migrated to Israel. Now a
days because of technology like facebook & email we are connected
with each other. But [ am worried about the rapid disappearance of our
community from India:We should do all we can to preserve our identity.’







- Bene Israel adopted Maharashtrian culture
- Influence of Marathi, Konkani neighbors

- Mumbai, Thane, Pune, Ahmedabad

- Marathi speaking Jewish ethnic group

- Dress in Marathi fashion (sari)

- Their language changes region wise

- Typical Maharashtrian cuisine

- Do not work on Saturday

- Their surnames are Interesting

eg, Penkar, Kihimkar

[d] http://asianjewishlife.org/pages/archive/AJL_Sept_2011_issue6.htm/
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[e] http://images.lightstalkers.org/images/12456
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[e] http://images.lightstalkers.org/images/12456
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- Synagogues in India

- Structure of Synagogue
- Special Features

- Rituals

- Community Centre
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- Synagogues in India

- Structure of Synagogue
- Special Features

- Rituals

- Community Centre
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- Maintained their distinct ethnic identity

- Follow Indian as well as Israeli rituals

- Often speak Marathi

- Listen to Indian Music, watch Indian"Films
- Bene Israeli settlements in Israel

- Maayboli- Crowd sourced magazine

- Preserved Indian/ Maharashtrian culture
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- Attracted to their Fatherland Israel

- New generation is migrating
- Facilities like pension, child support
- Westernized lifestyle (Europe)

- Compulsory military training



- Old forms of soetal"media have chénged NS

- Newer generations are not as aetiveas the older generations & g

- They have shifted to mewer types of social media like

A A—

email, blogs, magazines, facebook, Tilms/ music efc® w
- They are ready to adopt new ways for their commumtyﬁvelopement

- Two organizations currently running actlvely
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% The Musical Tradition of the Bene Israel of Bombay ¢ [jl http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/6199HGS3ZCL._SS500_.jpg

- [ilhttp://www.nextyearinbombay.com:80/english#!__english/gallery/photostackergallery0=0




Asian Jewish Life — A Journal of Spirit, Society and Culture - COVER STORY: GROWING UP JEWISH IN INDIA - A Photo Essay

ife.org/pages/articles/autumn2010/AJL_CoverStory_Growing-Up-Jewish_India.htm] C‘..] (Qr Google

ke Asian Jewish Life - A Journal of 5...

A JOURNAL OF SPIR 0 AND :
COVER STORY: A Photo Essay AS I A N Ew l S H I_ I F E
Growing Up Jewish in India
by Meirah Bhastekar & Richard Lord A JOURMAL OF SPIRIT, SOCIETY AND CULTURE
ESELE T SEPT 31

All photos in this article and the photo on the cover are © Hichard Lordlcourtesy of the American Jewish Joint Distribution Con
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Marriage

Picnic
Visiting Relatives
Prayer Hall
Child Birth
Holidays
Synagogue
Occasions

School/

College events

, Get together
Festivals
Birthday

Outings Problems
Cremation

SOCIAL

SPACE Rituals
Events
Movies
Social Needs
Shopping
Practices

Parties



Twitter

Meetings Internet
Word of Mouth Artifacts
Radio Magazines Email Television
Posters
Visic;(ing Calendar Blogs
e MEDIA Evening
News MAPPING Gossips
Internet Faper Hoardings
Prayer
SMS Books
Traditional Telephone Digitised
Letter Chitchat Books Communication
Market Rituals

Facebook



Marathi is their mother tongue and Marathi culture is
an essential part of their lifestyle

Immense respect for India, faithful to Jewish religion

Contemporary thoughts & promote inter-caste marriage

They do not work on Saturday, eat strictly Kosher food

Every home of Bene Israel 'mesuza' have a special place

Bene Israelis meet each other at synagogue every Friday

All they are educated and use latest technology

Bene Israel In Israel are still attached to India, thus they come here in holidays
In Israel also they have still maintained their distinct identity and still worship in
Bene Israel synagogues

Old generation is worried about their disappearance

Young people are not keen on preserving their distinct cultural identity.

Recent terrorist activities have included Jews as a target



The main problem is voluntary migration to Israel

This decrease number of their population is dwindling their age old community
No strong connection between members within India

Old generations in India are worried because their children are in Israel
leading to constant unhappiness

Because of less population synagogues are also facing crisis situations
Some synagogues are now in very bad condition

India don't have any Jewish law for their matters

(Like Hindu / Muslim law for wedding, etc)

Little or no Jewish education in the Bene Israeli youth today

New generation is not aware / does not care about their distinct identity

No form of active social media exists in spite of technological development



- New generation is migrating to Israel

- No one forcing them

- Current Population is 5,000

- Losing Identity

- Almost certain of disappearing in the
next 10 years

- Affecting cultural identity of India

- Need for social media

“Bene Israel is the community which was
and is living in India, but in coming years

it will completely vanish from here.”







How to achieve the aim?

(1) Awareness, and

(2) Communication
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e Weekly publication in Israel & India

* Educational program for young people
* Crowd sourced Magazine

¢ Jewish Cultural Tour

* Visual Documentation (book)

* Traveling Exhibition

e Community Social Media Network

e Online Resource Bank

* Interactive Mobile Based Application

e Experience Bene Israel

e Interactive Reinterpretation of Cultural Artifacts

e Interactive Kiosk for synagogue



TRAVELING EXHIBITION

Context & Scope
- Exhibitions have long been at the forefront of dispersing
historical and current information amongst communities
- Open the knowledge to a much larger audience across locations
- Basic form of community social media
- Immense potential as the common man is hardly even aware of
the existence of such a Jewish community in India
- Help foster greater acceptance and respect for the community
- Engage people to participate in active community preservation methods
- Help gather monetary support to conserve the landmarks of Jewish

culture in India



TRAVELING EXHIBITION

Possible Execution:

- Use of print media and screen media (posters + projection /
touchscreens), it is possible to design an interactive experience

- Use of digital media allows possibilities of immersive experience
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COMMUNITY SOCIAL NETWORK
THROUGH SYNAGOGUES

Context & Scope

- At first Bene Israel community was entirely based in India

- Most of them have migrated to Israel

- Open to new technology & they are using it

- Express the need to keep in touch with their loved ones who might
have migrated to Israel and vice-versa

- Consider India as a "Motherland" and Israel as "Fatherland"

- Connecting their motherland and fatherland.

- They want to connect with other Indian non-Jewish people



COMMUNITY SOCIAL NETWORK
THROUGH SYNAGOGUES

Possible Execution:

- Use of Using an interactive touchscreen kiosk in Synagogues

- Compile updates about the overall happenings and news in the Bene Israel community
- Bring back the attention of the new-generation of Bene Israel to visit synagogues

- Finding prospective brides and grooms within the community

/» [nEornative
mezura]
nucLSCPAGZ'\—\;J > _,-‘O

Touckhscreen star of David
Kiosk 31

.;-‘_—_ — :

—




ety point — ~ —_—l

soft pey

3

flan of Sunagegue

- I 1L.18 e e

kiose placement ST = 7 @t":"}-wl

e QR e ¥ N =

ke T SR e =

‘ —~— L N n;i'*-——____ . Soft kgy 2 1‘?&-_’ \_'::}(

“..'\'.'\;f;‘."siomcbﬁit. Reader TR _“m\_._____
4r BT members

c==g4—— Donatiohs

EC4— Recipt Box

Synegeauas in TNDIA

: W‘mh:' =
n i
J——lumn

Fr/A L

((COMMUNITY NEws )

o=
= I

UL ST A TRt Ty T




MULTI-PLATFORM E-MAGAZINE

Context & Scope
- Dissociation of individual members across geography
- Most of them have migrated to Israel
- Families in India are also dispersing as the younger members go to newer places
- No longer able to connect with their community in traditional means
- Sense of belongingness gradually vanishes
- In past there have been magazines for community
- Slowly loosing popularity in this digital world
- Need of online magazine which consolidates information from the
social media streams and also photos, updates, articles from community members

onmunication

. . Media. For
- Include general articles related to Jewism and Bene Israel (e

Current Scenario

@),
£
Jren el

[Fotneriond

Social Platforaa

Interaction

between tHhem



MULTI-PLATFORM E-MAGAZINE

Possible Execution:
- To create a personal customizable magazine which would work
for all users on their personal devices
- It should be designed for multiple platforms eg.computers, tablets, mobile devices.

- An online app aimed at consolidating community information.
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AIM of the project?

Design a Social Media for
“Disappearing Community:

Bene Israel"

How to achieve it?

Problems

Solution

Main Problem

Migration: e |oosing their cultural ) ) e Creating Awareness
90% are in Israel & identity DlTECthns } e Communication
10% are in India * No strong connection e Fducation

between themselves
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Preserve remaining Bene Israelis in India
Create awareness in Bene Israelis from Israel (Experience Bene Israel)

Make a strong connection/ maintain a strong connection between

India and Israel
Other people should know about their unique cultural Identity

Bene Israelis should maintain their identity as Indian Jews/ Bene Israeli

from India.



Concept Finalization

Traveling Exhibition Community Social Network Online crowdsource e-magazine for
for Creating Awarenss through synagogues for Communication and Interaction
Communication and Strong

Bonding

- - -

Indirect + Direct + Direct

Creating Awarenss +  Preservation Methods + Interaction + Communication

Solution for Disappearing Bene Israel
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Content of exhibition

HISTORY

_ JserEL
- INDIR
- Timeline.

~ Settiement

Decide
- Dimensione of eahibrtion

~ height | length | width
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Concept Integration

—> Experience Bene Israel

> nteractive Kiosk

L5 Artifacts & significance
in daily life

Interactive table top

—> History & Origin







TRAVELING EXHIBITION

SOCIAL MEDIA

- Features of social media

- Role of social media innovation

- How social media will help Bene Israel
- Exhibition as a social platform

- Traveling Exhibition as social media

- Why Traveling Exhibition



TRAVELING EXHIBITION

Purpose of an exhibition

Aim of traveling exhibition

Design Considerations:
- Modularity

- Portability

- Material

- Universal Design

Important elements:

e Location e Circulation® Form
* Height ¢ Width

e Depth of space e Light

e Material ¢ Details

e Structure e Climate control

e Air circulation e Cleanliness

* Security ® Storage space



1. Interactive multitouch table
To give detail interactive information

about the past of Bene Israel

Features:
- Timeline act as source of Information,
photos, videos etc.
- Map feature provides freedom to explore and tag,
add location to its visitor's. By using map one can

"tag"- your home in that time.




TRAVELING EXHIBITION

Kiosk:
Main aim of the kiosk is to give information

about their culture and lifestyle.

SYNAGOGUE

360°

Features:
- Information about synagogue and its interactive map
- Artefacts feature allows you to explore rich heritage

and artefacts from Bene Israel.
SYNAGOGUE
360°

- Festival section allows you to explore photos of
recent festivals
- 360 view of synagogue allows you to experience
synagogue from inside and outside.

- Also it provides an option for Jewish walk in

SYNAGOGUE

Mumbai, Pune, Konkan etc. Thus people can book 360°

Konkan

walk/ register for walk.




Touchwall:

Aim is to connect Motherland and Fatherland

Features:
- A unique design
- showcases life in Israel
- Stories of Bene Israel in Israel
Here you can add/ contribute your own story.
- Current News in community.
You can comment, share
- Events feature allows you to see- activities,
celebration, get-together
- Feedback wall is for to write, send messages etc
- You can register through this wall to get updates

about community
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Interactive wall

Israel and India

Interactive Kiosk

Timeline

Artefacts & significance
in daily life

Interactive table top

Lobby

History & Origin

4
—> Interactive wall

» Experience Synagogue

> |nteractive Kiosk

|5 Artefacts & significance
in daily life

L 1
[ &= =

» Interactive table top

——— > History & Origin




TRAVELING EXHIBITION

> |nteractive wall

> Experience Bene lIsrael

> |nteractive Kiosk

— 5 Artifacts & significance
in daily life

> Interactive table top

———> History & Origin

> Entry
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Shape:
Half circle
Star

Circle
Hexagon
Square (45°)
Floral

Jaali

Graphic elements:

Star Of David
Hanukkah
Grapes

Mezuza

Use of Material:

Black & Brown Wood

Marble

Velvet

Common Objects:

Hanging lamps
Wall Lamp
Standing Lamp
Hanukkah
Prayer clock
Candles

Colour palette

Conclusion:

. Symmetry

. Geometrical Shapes
Floral ornamental shape
Use of border

Use of Jaali

Intricate design

Contemporary design

xR N o U AW N =

Use of Hebrew
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of the region, Marathi, for all secular and
social purposes. In olden times, the Bene
Israeli women wore nine yard sarees, just like
the Marathi women, so that in time it becam
difficult to distinguish between them and the
Hindus. Since many years now, the locals and
the Bene Israelis have been living together

peacefully and happily.

Bene Israelis adopted the occupation of oil

pressing in Konkan and became known as

“Shanwar Telis”, or “Shabbat-observing oil-

men”, because they did not work on the Sab-
bath. Many became skilled carpenters. Within
village society, the Bene Israel were clearly dif-
ferentiated from others because of their adher-

ence to Judaism.




LENE werm;

Indian Je Israel is the very embodiment of Jewi
ntinuity: [t is the only nation on earth that

the soil and you find pottery from Davidic
times, coins from Bar Kokhba, and 2,000 year
old seolls written in a script remarkably lik
advertises ice cream at the
andard, May 11,1998
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Bene Israeli Festivals Holy Scripture “Torah”

£ the most important Jewish festival ‘The Torah is the primary holy scripture of
for the Bene Isracl are Rosh Hashanah, Yo Judaism. The Torah is the Jewish name for the
Kippur, Simchat Torah and Passove first five books of the Jewish Bible of th
Hashanah, the entire community ap Isracli ding to Jewish traditions, the
its finery in the synagogue, and betoween Torah was dictated o Moses by God.
Hashanah and Yom Kippur it is customary to
visit friends and family. As a part o the morning or afternoon prayer
" on certain days of the week or holiday
Hanukkah is known as the festival of lights! ion of the Pentateuch is read from a Torah
croll. So that the entire Pentateuch is read
fon of the Holy Temple in s each h holida
alem. Hanukkah i celebrated by a the beginnings of each month, and fast days
ery da are read.

. Jewish holiday which pays trib

thraughout the eight-day holida

rated wood or embossed silver. The Torah is
read standing up without being remaved from
holy case. The silver stick i

a5 a pointer. Each

e e
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Artefacts Law of Return

Jewish culture has various artifacts

their tradition and c

racl. It is an auspicious
of the jewish people. Star David
s one of the main symbols of judaism. There
are some artifacts which mainly contain the 10
mmandments of God. All of these different
artifacts are based on Jewish traditions, culture
and religion and are a symbal of their culture. include non-J
hold a place of importance in their and their spous

&

Bene Israel Of India

‘The Indian Jews are an ancient community,

categorized into three: Cochin Jews,
the Bene Israclis and Baghdadi Jews. All
these communities have made a remarkable
contribution to the economic, cultural and
social development of the country and they.
are equally proud of our Indian heritage,
traditions and culture.

The largest of India’s Jewish communities
s he Bene lrael ity vhich el
‘means “Children of Iseacl". Although they

are Jews by religion, their habits and traditions
have amalgamated with the prevalent local
culture with the passage of time. Thisis the
‘majorjewish community in India, but il
recently,it used to be completely solated.

from most of the other Jewish communities

of the world.

They are very particular about their food.

They follow strict rules and regulations as per
udaism with respect to the food they eat. For
instance, they only consume fish with scale
They never have meat and milk products at the
same time. Owing to strong cultural influences,
they never consume bee just like the Hindus.
pecial shop

They eat Kosher food. They have a
for “meat” which specially slls Kosher food.

The Bene Israclis only use utensils purified i

alarge container of boiling water

Attire and Jewellery

The Bene Israli adopted local cultu
and thus they have maximum influen
tyle of Marathi people. There

Indian influences on the Bene Istael cor

the mangalsutra and the mehnd

Bene lsraclis adopted the tradition of the man
alsutra, but did not accept the bindi and the
flling of sindoor. The

essential jewvellery and ha
For the mehndi, the
and green bangle
White is worn for the
and virginity and for the barat, she wea

finhi

gioyost Bene Tsradli women
and men Have adopted & modern styleof clot
o particalar dress code; but ina
ynafoge,a Bene jsracli woman can be identi-
e by a folded handkerchief pinned on her
rcad oF afaney embroidered cap

&4\._

of the region, Marathi, for al secular

social purposes, I cldan rirsesy SN
Istacliwomen wore nine yard sarees, just ke
the Marati woraen, o that in time i

1t to distinguish between them and the
Hindus. Since many years now, the locals and
he Bene Istacls have been living together

peacefully and happily.

Bene lsraclis adopted the occupation of oil
“Shanwar Tlis" or “Shabbat ¢ nh.mm,;h,l,
ty, the Bene Isracl were cl

differentiated from others because of their
adherence to Judaism.

=@

The Mezuza

One of the most distinctive artifacts o

the Bene Israclis is the Mezuzawhichis 3

election of scriptures from the Torah, written

onpard hmmr and encased in a decorative box.
to the doorpost of every Bene

Israel home as also any other Jeish

community from the world over.

The mezuza is generally made of brass, Marble,
wood and silver and also it often has the Stax
of David attached at either end: Every Bene
Istacli home is decorated with  Mezuza o the
main doorpost and a Hanukkah eandelabrm
or Shabbath lamp suspended on its inner walls,
signifying the Bene lsrali's sense of religious
identity as indian Jews. These two are the
distinct features which axe different from

their neighbouring communities

‘Even after migrating to holy land lsracl, the
‘Bene Israclis have successfully maintained
their distinct identity. There are 3-4 cities in
Israel which are known as purely Marathi Bene
Isracli places. All Bene Israclis from Israel fol-
Tow Indian as well as Jewish rituals. They follow
the same lfestyle and dressing style which they
followed in India. They also worship at the Bene
Joraclsynagogue accoring 0 th ritual hey
followed in India.

@
Synagogue

‘Througout the expanse of India, synagogues
are located in few, well-defined locations.

The Konkan coastal region is home to elven
synagogues belonging to the Bene Israel com-
‘munity. Other synagogues of are situated in
Mumbai, Thane, Pune, Ahmedabad. There are.
‘Baghadadi synagogues as well in Mumbai and.
Calcutta and Delhi.

All synagogues vary considerably in size, ex-
tent, and quality of detail, materials, and design

- In metro cities, synagogues are large:
while in smal vilages they are comparatively
compact i size, but all over they have main-
tained their design language.

€
Life in Israel

In spite of setling in Isracl, they have pre-
served the Maharashtrian culture in all ways,
‘possible. They prefer Marathi as a language of
communication amongst themselves. They are
completely Indianised in their liestyle. They.
listen to Indian music and watch Indian films
whenever possible. There used to be a publica-
tion called “Maaybol*, exclusively published in
Marathi to share literature, thoughts, poems,
books of the Bene Isracli commaunity.. They are
socially and culturally attached to each other.

After establishment of the State of Isracl in 1948,

Israelis from India began to emig

e holy land, lsracl. The Bene lsracl community's

integration into the racli society was not easy.

& status of the Bene Israclis
finally settled in Israel, emigration increased.

vaharlal Nehru played a notable role in

giving them freedom in India and for their accept

ance in Tsrael

Surnames

‘The Bene Israclis derive their surnames from
the villages where their ancestors had set
tled. The surnames generally comprise of the
name of the village and suffixes such as "kar
signifying ‘belonging to” or ‘from’. Thus, t
settled in Pen called themselves Penkar, those
in Kibim, Kihimkar, and <o on. Pingle is the
only surname amongst the Bene Lsraclis w

is does not have the suffix “kar”. In f ny
of the surnames are also used in Hindus and

Muslims from the Kulsba district

Today there are 142 such surnames. In the past,
the first names of Bene Israclis usually used to
be typical Indian names like Bapuj, Row]
‘Abaji for men and Sonabai, Sakubai, Aka for
women. But, nowadays, they prefer Hebres
Biblical names. Some of the more common
surnames are Penkar, Ashtamkar, Divekar,
Talkar, Navgavka:
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Bene Israel Of India

Disappearance of this community will be a

‘ment of India. By their very ex
able numbers along the west coast, they have
sh presence in India which

mall way has enriched India’s muli-

faceted culture. More important

provided a living evidence of the fa

it ot e A
for self consciousness or protective withdrawal

into self created ghettos.

of India cannot claim to have any
dinary achievements to their credi, but
they did maintain their identity over centuries

in the midst of an alien civilization and in their

oS

Hebrew

inal language of the Bene.
as the Jewish peopleial over
which helps
from all over the world
bond. As the Bene Israclis are living indiaythey
have adopted Marathi as a pri ,,vnwum
They use Hebrew mainly for all religio.

is 4 combination of lunar and solar calendfs.
As per the Hebrew calendar, the day starts
at sunset. It determines the dates for
;S . ... ciallptiic resding of
Torah portions; and daily Psalm reading, and
many other ceremonial uses. For civil purposes
they uise both the Gregorian and the Hebr
‘alefidar. Bene sraelis in India also use a Mar

athi vetsion of Hebrew Calendar.

Life in Israel

f migratin to Tsracl. After the complets

basic education, everyone is interested in shift

government there is providing faclties like
pension, child support for them, thus they are
cttin ts in lsrael than in their
motherland (India). The migration ratio is
increasing rapidly. As a result, only about 4

e Israclis are left in India as of today. Every

ath, at least one member of a family is

Hebrew

Hebrew s the original language of the Bene,
iscaclis 33 well as the Jewish peapleial over
world. This is the key language which helps the
Jewish communities from all over the world
bond. As the Bene Israclis are living indiaythey
have adopted Marathi as  primary langliage.
‘They use Hebrew mainly for all religious praye
and processions. Like Urdu, Hebrey ead
from right to left.

Bene israclis use the Hebrew calhdar which is
the Luni Solar calendar. The Litni Solar calendar
i 4 combination of lunar and solar calendt:
As per the Hebrew calendar, the day st.
holidays and the appropriate public reading
Torah portions;and daily Psalm reading, and
‘many other ceremonial uses. For civil purposes
they uise both th

alefidar. Bene lsraelis in India also use a Ma»
athi version of Hebrew Ca
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Features:

- Single circulation path

- Modular & can be fit in different spaces

- Systematic flow in circulation. Nigration
- Story-telling is more convincing.
- Providing an enriching experience of the itk
Bene Israel community. |
- Comparatively spacious ]
p Y sp — Arbfact
- Visually appealing 1
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EXIT

Features:
Total area: 15X20 Sq.m = 3230 Sq.feet
Model scale: 1:40

ARTIFACT

CURRENT AND
MODERN DISPLAY

RARE/ ARCHEOLOGICAL.
ARTIFACTS.
(GLASS SHOWCASE)
e — |
e ——
MIGRATION ({
(AUDIO VISUAL GALLERY)  \\

HISTORY
SECTION

INTRODUCTION
LOBBY AREA
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