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Introduction
Mankind has made books in some form for almost as long as there has been the written word. The books may 
look very different from today’s books, but they served the same purpose—to record the everyday workings of 
civilization and to preserve its legacy.While the trend of mechanized binding continues today, there are still crafts 
people who bind books by hand and much of modern hand book binding owes a great debt to the 19th century 
Arts and Crafts movement. In this section we look at the books produced by artists and basic book binding tech-
niques which artist’s have been using. An Artist’s book is one-of-a-kind in which book-making is converted into 
work of Art in itself. In this section we will trace the diff styles of book making.
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History
One of the earliest known books are the clay tablets of the Babylonian sand Assyrians. They were written in cu-
neiform—wedge-shaped characters—on the clay. They were often stored in clay “envelopes” that protected the 
tablets much as a modern library book cover does today. Even then, there were libraries full of clay books. The 
Royal Library of Ninevah—capital of the ancient empire of the Assyrians—contained thousands of clay books on 
every subject from astronomy to recipes to love poems to legends.

The papyrus scroll was made by ancient Egyptians from the aquatic, reed-like plant Cyperuspapy-rus, that grew 
along the banks of the Nile river. The stems were cut into thin strips and laid next to each other, one slightly over-
lapping the next. Another layer was placed on top, perpendicular to the first. These were lightly pounded to bind 
them together. Since the sheets were small, several were glued together end-to-end to form a scroll. The scroll 
was then wound around a wooden stick. The Egyptians wrote their hieroglyphics with a length of reed cut into a 
pen. One of the oldest papyrus scrolls dates from 2500 BC.

The Romans used wax tablets. These books were made of pieces of wood with a slight hollow carver in them to 
hold a layer of blackened wax. They wrote by making indentations with an iron stylus (similar to our pencil) and 
erased by rubbing out the words with the flattened end of the stylus or their finger. Mainly used for business 
transaction, several of them could be strung together to make something similar to our three-ring binders. Chil-
dren also used them for their school lessons.

Another interesting form is the leaf book. Palm leaves were trimmed to size and the letters were cut into the 
leaf. Charcoal was rubber onto he letters to darken their outlines and several leaves were strung together to 
make a book.

Between the 5th and 11th centuries the decoration of books was mostly done with precious jewels, carved ivory 
and gold. The Copts of Alexandria, Egypt decorated their leather bindings with lines and dots made with metal 
punches. In the 12th century, leather tooling became very popular in England. Designs and ornamentation were 
stamped into the leather.

In the 15th century gold tooling was introduced by Italian and French craftsmen working under the influences 
of the Arabs of Morocco. Think pieces of gold were laid on the leather with some adhesive and the design was 
pressed into the leather. In the 16th century embroidered fabric became popular and Queen Elizabeth I is said to 
have embroidered cloth for book covers. Silks, velvet, seed pearls, silver and gold thread were all used to make 
the beautiful covers.
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With the invention of the printing press, movable type and the introduction of paper to the West, the nature of 
bookbinding changes. More books were produced and the binder had to find new, faster methods to bind and 
decorate them. In 1861 David Smyth invented a book sewing machine.
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Accordion Book
An Accordion book is the very basic form of book. It’s the backbone or one can say ‘the first step’ you need to 
learn for book making. It is also used as the spine for making a ‘Flag book’ and ‘Album book’.
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Flag Book
A flag Book is a variation of accordion book. It can have multiple purposes depending upon the way it is used with 
a combination of text and images. It can be used for display purpose.
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Album Book
Album book is again a variation of accordion book. It can be used as a folder or as picture display book.
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Video
The mapping shows the world of children. These factors would vary depending on the context, environment, 
place, etc.

Introduction Book Art Accordion (Starting point of book making)

Flag Book Making Album Binding
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Contact Details

This project was done by Aditi Babel IDC, IIT Bombay

Independent Book Artist, Graphic Designer, Photographer 
and Print maker based out of Udaipur, Rajasthan.

You could write to the following address regarding sug-
gestions and clarifications:

Helpdesk Details: 
Co-ordinator
Project e-kalpa
Industrial Design Centre
IIT Bombay
Powai
Mumbai 4000 076
India

Phone: 091-22-25767820/7801/7802
Fax: 091-22-25767803
Email:  contact[at]dsource.in/ dsourse.in[at]gmail.com

Source:  
http://dsource.in/resource/book-making/contact-de-
tails

1. Introduction
2. History
3. Accordion Book
4. Flag Book
5. Album Book
6. Video
7. Contact Details

Design Resource

Book Making
The Art of Book Making
by
Aditi Babel
IDC, IIT Bombay

http://www.idc.iitb.ac.in/
mailto:dsourse.in%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:dsourse.in%40gmail.com?subject=
http://dsource.in/resource/book-making/contact-details
http://dsource.in/resource/book-making/contact-details

