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Introduction 
 
Quilling is one of the crafts or the art form which is found to be mostly done by the homemakers / Ladies, in 
some cases by the gents after completing their regular routine work. It is a craft that is usually made with the 
help of cut papers of about ¼ inches in width. It is glued on the handmade papers with the help of the patterned 
designs as per the pattern to be made.

This craft has gone through many transformations and changes as per the ages through new techniques, materi-
als and styles developed from time to time changes. Some of the works of paper quilts are placed on the jewelry 
boxes, quilled lock boxes, stands, ladies purses, frames, work baskets, tea caddies, coats of arms, storage boxes 
and wine coasters etc.

The craftsmen who is show casing this craft belongs to the Anegundi part of Karnataka that is situated at the 
Koppal district of the Karnataka state of India. Anegundi is situated at Hampi in the north banks of the Tungab-
hadra River. The artisan is said to hail from the Kadapa district of Andhra Pradesh who had shifted to this place 
after her marriage who engages some of the people around her living area into this craft after their household 
works.

Quilling is said to be originally hailing from the monks and nuns of the renaissance period who took forward this 
craft to the places whichever they went and passed by. Paper Quilling was found to be done as cards, decorative 
items that were used to ornament the look of the things of their day to day living.

The rolled color strip is glued to the main coil to complete the jewelry pattern.
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Sheet of paper that is used for quilling. Paper strips of vibrant colors are used.
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Beautiful Vase card made of quilling shapes. Two different colors are glued to create the pattern.

The paper strips are rolled to create shapes to make 
jewelry or other decorative.
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Tools and Raw Materials 
 
The following are the tools and raw materials used for making the Paper Quilling at Anegundi:

• Quilling Paper: Size and length of the paper determines how the paper quilled looks.

• Needle Tool: It is used to scroll and create rolls with the twisting papers.         

• Fine Tip Slotted Tool: Creases in the rolls are generally made with the slotted tool.

• Adhesive (Glue): It is used to apply on the tips of the quilling sheets to stick firmly.      

• Tweezers: It is generally used to create eccentric coils and to pull the Centre’s.                                     

• Circle Template: To measure the coil width.

• Scissors: It is used to cut quilt papers in the required size and shape.

• Rings: It is used to be inserted through the holes that can be placed on the ears.

• Pliers: It is used to cut the required length of rods with the pliers.

• Quilt Strips: Different coloured quilt strips of ¼” are used as per the design pattern to be made.

• Measuring Tape: It is used to determine the length and width of the pattern required.

• Pencil: It is used to mark the points on the paper sheet where the patterned paper quilts can be fixed.

• Scale (Ruler): It is used to place the quilt strips in straight lines easier laying of the design quilt papers.

• Ear Wires: It is used as a component that helps in wearing decorative items on the ear.
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A green sheet of craft paper. Scissors to cut the strips.
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Adhesive to stick the strips to the surface. Cut out red and white craft paper strips.
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Paper quilling needles of different sizes. Medium size strips with few coiled strips.
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Making Process 
 
Paper Quilling are generally made with the handmade papers and the quilling strips that are used in different 
colours to obtain the design patterns. Quilling with paper requires basic tools like slotted tool, needle tool or use 
of toothpick or needles for making of the paper quilling’s.

With the help of slotted tool that is like a pencil like instrument with a slit or a slot, at the top portion that cre-
ates a tiny crimp at the center and slide the paper into the head of the tool. Generally with the use of thumb and 
index finger with little pressure to roll the paper around the needle. The strip pieces can be used by cutting pieces 
of paper in equal size or buy a pre-cut paper were the length of the strips depends on the patterns that has to be 
obtained.

After the strips of papers are rolled off to the required need glue is applied at the tail portions and fixed firmly. As 
the adhesive (glue) is fixing pinch the coil to the required shapes either of a leaf or of a triangle of an ear as per 
the need. Designs with the quilled angel helps in creating beautiful patterns that will make the craftsmen feel 
cherished and remembered about the results.

Some of the basic shapes of the coils are as follows tight coil, loose coil, Teardrop, curved teardrop, marquise, 
curved marquise, (asymmetric) heart scroll, square, simple loose coils and s-scroll.

Flow Chart of Making Process:
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Earring Decorative Wall Hangings

Bird Wall Hangings
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Earring

Two color paper strips are glued to create pattern.Fixing the strip to Fine tip slotted tool to roll.

Cutting to quilling strips.
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Main coil shape quill is made.

The strip can be rolled tight or loose, since this one is 
for earring it is rolled tight.

The paper quill strip rolled loose.

Rolling the quill strip with the help of Fine tip slotted 
tool.
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Small ring is taken to attach the ear wire and the flower 
shape quill.

The small rolls are glued.

Fixing the small quill side by side to the main coil  
shape to create flower shape.

Small and big coil shapes are ready.
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The ear wire can be fixed to the small roll and glued to 
the main coil shape.

Tightening of ring with the help of slip joint pliers.

Attaching the ear wire and the ring with the slip  
joint pliers.

Ring is fixed to the flower shape quill.
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The flower shape earring is done. Pair of beautiful paper quill earrings.
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Decorative Wall Hangings

Placing quilling strip on handmade sheet.Quilling strips are rolled and shaped with help of  
Fine tip slotted needle.

Applying glue to paper quilling strip.
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Flower shaped quills are arranged on the handmade 
sheet.

Placing the curled shaped quill on the handmade sheet.

Flower shaped quilling is glued.

Curled shape quilling is glued to place on sheet.
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Lady working on the quilling decorative.

Leaf shaped quill is glued.

Vibrant color strips are chosen to create Flower  
shaped quilling.

The quilling shapes are made sure to stick properly  
on the sheet.
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Curled, rolled, different flower shaped and leaf shaped 
quilling are arranged on handmade sheet to make deco-
rative complete.

Different flower shapes made of bright color quilling 
strips.

Placing the pink flower quilling.
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Bird Wall Hangings

Strip of green color is used for the leaves shape.

Quilling for the beak.

Other shapes are made for the bird’s body part.

Round shaped quill for the bird’s eye.
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Quilling shapes needed to start with bird design.
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Bright red strips are used make oval quilling.

Then the beak is placed, this helps in arranging the rest 
of quilling shapes later.

Oval shaped quilling for bird’s head part is placed.

Eye is first placed on sheet.
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The quilling is nicely glued.
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The Quilling of bird on handmade sheet.The oval shaped red are placed to complete the body 
part. Green quilling are placed to form the leaves.

One by one the oval shaped quilling is place on sheet.
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Products 
 
Paper quilling are having number of products of different varieties like envelops, greeting cards, wall hangings, 
decorative canvases, framed art, wearable art like earrings made from the paper quilling. Some of Quilling sizes, 
the craftsmen follows are Quilt N0 26 159 x 160 cms and Quilt n0 26 150 x 150 cms to enhance the product sizes 
as per the customer’s order. In some cases the size of the paper quilling measures around 159 x 160 cms with the 
cost of about Rs. 60, 70, 90 and above as per the design patterns.

Paper quill with a birds in a photo frame.
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Paper quills in a set of pendent and earring form for 
women as casual wear.

Earrings in a flower petal theme.

Paper quilled leaf theme pair of earrings.
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Paper quilled round shaped pair of earrings.

Source:  
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Flower pattern paper quill in a frame. Paper quill in bird shape.

Source:  
http://www.dsource.in/resource/paper-quilling-ane-
gundi-karnataka/products
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Photo frame with flower motif. Paper quills in a young stem with flowers motif.

Source:  
http://www.dsource.in/resource/paper-quilling-ane-
gundi-karnataka/products
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Theme based on garden with flower plants, butterflies and other small insects.

Source:  
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Contact Details 
 
This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. 
and Lija M. at NID Campus, Bengaluru.  

You can get in touch with  
• Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu   

You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications:

Helpdesk Details:
Co-ordinator
Project e-kalpa
R & D Campus
National Institute of Design
#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road
Bengaluru 560 022
India

Phone: +91 80 2357 9054
Fax: +91 80 23373086
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com
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