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1. Intro
The bond between Elephants and humans is from centuries, human started 

taking help of such a massive animal which are very intelligent,strong, smart and 
caring. Elephant is considered to be a  great symbol of strength and wisdom all 
over the world.

Tribes, are the people who are much connected with the nature and animals 
from the beginning of era. forest is their world and they consider five elements as 
the god and they worship Trees and also animals.

Relation between the tribes and elephant is gonna be very strong because 
they belong and live in the same part of nature.



Research
Elephants with People

● The relation between elephant and people is an extraordinary one,

● Captive elephants have an important place in the history,religion and culture of many countries, about 4000 BC.

● As early as 1400 BC their enormous size and tamed in the hardness on the battlefield and recorded in Thai history.

● Emperor of india used 85 elephants to confront Alexander the Great at the battle of Hydaspes.

● The Strength and the intelligence of elephant has also been used by the people in huge Constructions projects to 
a great extent.



First Elephant Found

Overview. Europeans first came in contact with live elephants in 327 BC, when Alexander the Great descended into India 
from the Hindu Kush, but Alexander was quick to adopt them.

First war Elephant

● During the Second Punic War, Hannibal famously led an army of war elephants across the Alps—although 
unfortunately many of them perished in the harsh conditions. 

● The surviving elephants were successfully used in the battle of Trebia, where they panicked the Roman cavalry 
and Gallic allies.



Elephants in the world



Elephants in the Asia

Today there are an estimated 
35,000 - 40,000 elephants



Elephants in the Africa
Today there are an estimated 

4,5o,000 - 7,00,000 elephants



Elephants in the INDIA
Today there are an estimated 30,000 
elephants



Elephants Slaughtered in Africa

● Most of the Elephant are killed in Africa only 
for Ivory.

● Per day approx 100 elephants are killed



Elephants difference in proportions  



Elephants difference in proportions  

Mainland -Indian

Borneo Pygmy- Indonesia and Malaysia  



Elephants in Culture and traditions

● Elephants assume very special place in indian culture
● Elephants are respected in India because its a 

Symbolic form of the deity Lord Ganapathy
● These Indian elephant are loved, revered, groomed and

given a prestigious place in the state's culture



Why Elephants fall to death in INDIA

Most of the Elephants in india are not been
killed directly, but the misdeeds of humans
are killing them in number.

Reasons
● Deforestation
● Electric fence
● Rash driving
● Restricting migration routes
● Killed for ivory
● Politics 



Tribes in India

● There are around 645 tribes in india
Stay

● They live in areas of hills and forests

● Most of them are illiterate and unaware of nations progress

● They mostly rely on forest for  agriculture or hunting to survive

● They have a rare contact with other culture and people.

● They also have different culture religions and languages  
differing with the state.



List of tribes 
1.Bhils- Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Gujarat,Rajasthan and 
Tripura.
*They are divided into central and eastern or rajput bhils
*They speak Bhili,which is an Indo aryan language.
2.Munda-Jharkhand, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, W-Bengal and Odisha.
* They speak Mundari, which is an Austro-Asiatic Language.
*They were Hunters before now they started agriculture.
3.Santhals(Largest tribe in India)-W-bengal,Orissa,Jharkhand, 
Bihar
*They speak Santhali,Which is an Austro-Asiatic language.
*They are engaged in Hunting and fishing and cultivation for they 
livelihood.
4.Gonda-MP,AP,TGA,Maharashtra,Chhattisgarh.
*They speak Gondi language which is related to Telugu and other 
dravidian language,north part of gonda speak local hindi.
*They are divided into four types:
> Raj Gonds >Madia Gonds >Dhurve Gonds > Khatulwar Gonds.
5.Khasi- Assam, Meghalaya, Panjab,UP,Manipur,WB,J&K.
*They  speak Khasi
6.Adis-Arunachal Pradesh, Assam
7.Nyishis-Arunachal Pradesh.#
*They  speak tibetan-burman language.
*They tribe is found of Hunting and fishing.

Bonda Tribe

State : Odisha 

Country : India



8.Garos(second largest in India)-North-East 
States#

● The youngest daughter inherits the property 
from her mother.Son leaves their parents house 
at puberty, and are trained in the village,after 
getting married,the man lives in his wife's house.

● Mostly these people follow christianity,But Rural 
people follow Animist religion known as 
Songsarek and its practices.

(According to one oral tradition, the Garos first immigrated to Garo Hills 
from Tibet (referred to as Tibotgre) around 400 BC under the leadership 
of Jappa Jalimpa, crossing the Brahmaputra River and tentatively settling 
in the river valley. The Garos finally settled down in Garo Hills (East-West 
Garo Hills), finding providence and security in this uncharted territory and 
claiming it their own. Records of the tribe by invading Mughal armies and 
by British observers in what is now Bangladesh wrote of the brutality of 
the people.)

Garos Tribe

State : North-

East part of 

states

Country : India

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tibet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brahmaputra_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mughal_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom


Pooja - The Little girl

Shanti - The Elephant

A documentary on poojas and shanti’s special 
friendship

Pooja and Shanti



Pooja and Shanti
The friendship between pooja 
Marske,who became friend with 
elephants in india at the age of five.

A Documentary shows the original 
footage of her and elephant which 
was taken by her parents in 2004 and 
2005



Pooja meets the 

elephant

Pooja loves all the animals 

especially elephants.

She became a special friend of 49-yr 

old Shanti- A Temple elephant in 

tamil nadu.



Movie on Human Elephant 
friendship
Elephant boy-1937

directed by Robert j. flaherty Zoltan korda

● Toomai(Sabu) a young boy growing up in India, who 

wants to b a hunter. 

● He helps his Father (mahout) and kala nag (A 

elephant) which has been in their family for for 

generations

● Petersen hires his father to capture a large group of 

elephants.

● They don't find any elephants in the forest and 1 night 

sabus father gets killed by a tiger

● So kala nag as assigned to some other mahout as 

sabu is very young.

● Mahout beats the elephant so 1 night sabu runs away 

into the jungle with kala nag

● One fine day sabu finds a large herd of elephants so 

he informs Petersen abt then and captures the herd of 

elephants, so people hail him as “Toomai of the 

Elephants”.



Mind Map



Inspirational Sketches

The Elephant 

and the Tribe
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Elephants which inspired me

Live study of Elephants

Punnathur Kotta _ 
Kerala

may’2018
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