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Preface

L

SRR i Ko A

An aygpicious beginning of any tack ie with "Sri- Ganech t'-the most beloved god of all.
People have an emoftional attachment with thie god. They { 2el more close to thie god than
any other, may be thic ic the reason they take more liberty while developing the forms of
Gajanana, be it an idol ot a graphic image. For example people accepted Ganech form ac a
paper weight, Flower vace, pencil box efe. It hae become a d:corative piece which hag lot of
exprescion. Another reacon being that the god having an elephant head and human body
lendg itcelf to very intetesting combinations.

Thic phenomena of difference about a god form can be cal ed mutilation, it ic not exactly
the dictionary meaning.




What iec mutilation

Mutilation is to deform by slitting to temove a material part.
Mutilate meang damage by breaking, tearing ot cutting off a nececeary pat, destroy the uce

God form ic chown in cuch a way that it lost it's original identity of divine image and
became an artist’e creative character.

Here mutilation ie not in it's actual sense, it ic transformation in great extent. People are
depicting the elephant god form in many different ways and many different purposes so that
the trangition ic too much.

Why mutilation

Mutilation ic not only because of Ganecha populatity, graphic potential of this half human
and half animal body gave enough scope to create co much on hie interecting form. Not only
that, peychological attachment that people have with thic god ie alco respongible for this.

Can you mutilate other god form?

No, it ie not pocsible to mutilate other god form ag it is happaning with the elephant god form
because many factors are involved in thig, they are sociocultural factors, peychological and
religious factore.
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About the project

Thie etudy mainly divided into three parte
Part ane

1. How the concept of Ganech started.

2. Ganech ac a good beginning.

3. Mythology.

Part two
1. Form variationg
2. Varigtione in iconographic forme

Part three
1. Analygic of graphic potential .



Ganegha namee and featuree
Following are few names of Ganesha which are in relation with hic Physical featuree and
character, these featuree have much importantance in creating Ganecha image .

Vakratunda — Cutved trunk

Ekadanta — single tuck
Krishnapingakfra — Black and red eyed
Siddhi vinayaka — Right turned trunk
Lambodara — Large belly

Vikata - Gigantic

Vignaraja — Lord of destroyer
Dhumravahana — Smoky colored
Balachandra — Adotned by moon
Vinayaka — Leader of army
Ganapathi — Lord of ganac

Gajanana — Elephant faced

Muchaka vahana — Site on mouge
Supra karna — Large eare

{000 names of ganecha

Ganech not only hae many forme but aleo many rameg, he hae more than one i
thousand nameg, these are not simple names each and every name hae come meaning
behind. Here are thoce names
ganeswara, ganadhyaxa, ganaratteya, ganapriyana, gananadha, ganaswami, ganamootthy,
ganatretra, ganajaya, ganapaya, ganakreeda, ganadoeva....




Lord Ganesha
Ganecha or Ganapati ic an extremely popular God in India. He ic called Vighnechvara or
Vighnaharts, the Lotd of and dectroyer of obetaclec.

AUMkara

It ic caid that Ganescha wae botn when the etetnal couple contemplated on AUM. if you
view Lord Ganecha cidewaye, then you will cee the symbol AUM in canckrit. That'e why
Ganecha ic called AUMkara and worshipped first.

The trunk

The trunk chould be cutved to the left for normal idole.
If it ic curved to the right, it ic called ciddhi vinakya
and neede cpecial worchip. One chould be very carefut
in worchipping cuch idole

Trunk i¢ aleo an unique instrument. It can pick up 2
needle and aleo a huge tree. The frunk hange betwoen
the two tucke cignifying ‘diccrimination between the
worldly and cpirituality’.

But why ic the trunk curved to right co special and co ctrict?

The iDa naaDii ic on the left cide, while the pingalaa naaDii ic on the right. The left-turning trunk hac easy
tulec and one can do puja however one wanfe with tecpect cince the ida naadii i the moon. but the right turning
nadi i¢ the cun and will burn one if tules are violated. When the frunk ic facing ctraight forward, then if cignifiec

the sushumna ie entirely apen. ldols such ac thece are very rare and epecial. Even more epecial ic the trunk where - -

the frunk ic swung up right in the air. It meane the kundalini chakti hac reached the sahacra permanently.
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Single tuck

The single tusk ie becauce the tusk wae broken when Car echa killad Gana, the demon.
Another incident ic telated to the breaking of the tuck to write the Mahabharata.

Ganesha ate all the modhakas and became very fat. Wher he could not move, the moon
laughed at Him. Ganesha broke hie tusk and threw it at the moon. Thugs he became
ekadanta. Later, the moon apologized. The inner meaning i that the ‘light wac covered by
the maya’.

Red-cyed
Why is Ganesha red-eyed 2 May be he ic erying af our igi-orance and became ted-eyed.
Generaily, it ic referred to the slaying of tha ¢laying of the Jemon gindura.




Elephant face

goal of life.

Gajavakira tmeang elephant faced. Pe:hape the moet popular ctory
regarding Ganecha'e origin ic the one datived from the Shiva Purana.
Mother Parvati once wanted to take a bath and created a boy from the
ditt of Her own body, asking him to stand as a guard outeide while She
bathed. In the meantime Lord Shiva returned home to find a stranger at
Hie door, preventing Him from enteting. In anget, Shiva cut off the
boy's head, upon which Patvati wag stricken with great grief. In order to
concole Her, Shiva sent out Hie troope (gaNa) to fetch the head of
anyone found sleeping with hic head pointing to the north. They found

an clephant cleaping thus and
brought back ite head. Shiva then
aitached the elephantine head to the
body of the boy and revived him. He
namad the boy Banapati ot
cominander of Hie troops, and
grantad Him a boon that anyone
would have to worchip Him

- {Gancha) before beginning any

undestaking,

Of cource, thete are several ecotetic
meaninge to having an elephant
head. An elephant is strong, but

T T alwaye calm. ga i sound and ja ic to be born. Thug, gajavekira ic one who is born from
sound. Another detivation is ga is goal and a i¢ origin. Thi s, Ganecha is the origin and




and acked him to give it to
ehiild was merty. When Ki
material or epititual acco

|

Lambodara

Lambodara wae born to overcome the demon krodha-asura. When the ocean wag chuthed,
and the acurac and devac quarrelled about the nectar, Vishnu took the form of Mohini and
Lord Shiva alco fook a form. Out of thic encountet wags worn the demon krodha-asuta.
Krodha ic anget. .

Kubeta went to the eternal couple and wanted fo chow off hic wealth. He invited them to
dinnet. But, the couple denied Kubera's request and cauid he could feed Ganesha inctead.
Kubera laughed, and caid 'l can feed many children like thic." Ganecha calmly went to his
place and eat down to eat. He started eating all the food. Kubera's army had a tough time
feeding the child. Then, Ganecha ctarted eating all the furnitare, palace ete. Kubera became
very afraid but Ganecha mertily eaid, "You promised my psrente you will feed me. Now, |
have to eat you.' Kubera ran away and pleaded with Shiva. Shiva gave him a handful of rice
Ranecha without pride. Kubera went back. By this time, Ganecha's stomack had become very huge but the
ora corved a cup of rce with humility, Ganeca’s hunger wace catisfied. We should be never proud of out
lichmente.

Dhuumtavarna (why is he smoky-coloured 7). Man's
ego i¢ like emoke, it ic everywhere, but when searched
for, it cannot be found. Search, in thic cace, meane
celf-enquiry ac fo 'Who am | 2 Where doec the ego
arice from 7'
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(Gajanana - Bajanana wae born to overcome the demon lobha-acura (greed) and moha-asura. Once Kubera,
the richect percon, meditated on the eternal couple of Lord Shiva-Shakti. Affer a long penance, They
appeated before Him. Kubera thought to himelf that cince He was the ticnest petson, evergone would be
greedy for hie wealth. Qo thinking, he cact amorous glancee af the Divina Mother, Parvati. Parvati was
greatly angered that Kubera would think like thic of Her and cursed him saying that She wae not greedy
(She had Shiva, no other wealth is neceseary) and Kubera was deluded by moha. Out of thic encounter was
the asuras. They were killed by gajanana.

and hit vamadeva accidentally. Vamadeva curced the gandharva to become a mouse. After the gandharva
apologized, vamadeva said that he can be a mouge af paracara's achtama. Une day, Ganesha came acroce
thie mouce which was caugcing frouble at the achrama and threw hie paasa and caught the mouse. Thic ie
caid in the Ganesha purana. The inside implications are obvioug. Indra is the subtle mind, paasa i¢ the noose

of ignorance.

Mugchaka vahana

Let ue examine the word mouse closely. Mouge in Englich ic detived from the sanckrit
word, ‘muuchhaka’. What ic the name of pure gold in Hindi/Sanskrit © muushha. The
crucible for melting gold 2 muushh. Thug, the mouse is the gold

There are at leact two stories. In the yajur-veda it ie caid that Agni became aftaid of Shiva
and became a mouse and went into the eatth. Agni ie fire, juet like Kundalini chakti. If you
play with if; it will butn you. If you harness the fite, you can do a lot of useful fh’ingg. Quch
ic the rat of Ganecha. ' ‘




dra- Ganecha's head is adorned by the moon. The moon sighifiee
tendencies i.e., the mind.

Quprakatna

Among other features of Ganecha's body is
the cuprakarna (large ears). Ganecha with Hie
long ears will separate the wheat from the chaff
and give the acpirant what the percon actually
needs, not what the acpirant actually thinke
what he wants.

Vinakaya and ganapati

He ic the lord of gaNae (groups, numbers) and the leader of the army.

The ctory: To the King abhifit and queen Guaavati wag born a beautiful son
named Gana. He wag very bright and etrong. lin addition, he had great devotion
to Lord Shiva. Lord Shiva pleaced with hic devation granted him some boone.
However, this increaced Gana's ego and he also fell into bad company. One
day he visited sage Kapila's achram. Kapila had a gem called Chintamani
which wae wich-fulfilling and could provide food for thousands. When Gana
caw thic, he wanted fo poesess the gem but Kapila did not want fo give it to
him. But Gana forcibly fook it away from him. Kapila prayed to Lord Ganesha
and Ganecha appeated in the dream of Gana and cut off hi¢ head. Gana, on
waking up, did not repent but became angry and took hie army to kill Kapila.
@ana'c father, abhijit, pleaded with Gana to give Kapila back his gem but
Qana did not heed the advice. However, on teaching Kapila's achram he
found that Ganecha had ascembled an army. In a huge fight, Gana was
killed by Ganecha and BGanesha restored the chintamani to Kapila. Kapila,
however, gave it back to Ganecha caying that even a emall gem like that ic
the cause of all troubles and wealth is the root of many troubles of the world.
Kapila, howevet, tequested Ganesha to stay in that place. That place is called
'Chintamani Vinayaka' and ic at Theut, near Poona .




Variatione in Elephant God form

Form variations are cafegorised info few categories, they
ate vatiatione in iconographic forme

(variation to another god form, variafion to animal forme,
human beingg)

graphic forme which retain original form

graphic forme which do not retain original form

line drawingge

material changee




hown like

Balasi
~ Vichnu
Qargowati

Durga

Shiva
Krichna
Hanuman
Wamana
Qai baba
Balaktichna
karacharya
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Form variatione :Ganesh ic
chown in other gad form; not only
thie, persong like Siwaji, eankara
charya, ¢ai baba and many other
great perconalities alco inferpreted
in the ganaech form.

Ganash is made up of political
parfy eymbols, gnakee forme,
animale and biid forms, vegetablec
and o on. Ultimately it chould
look like Ganech by whatever
matetial it made up of.




Graphice on carde -
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Line drawinge




Variation by materiale and form

i 2

Ganech form in a tree root Carved seulpture

Stone idol




Graphic images

In these graphic images one
dominating feature ic eare.
Eare are exaggerated and
thoce are not proportionate
to the body or face.

Earc are drawn bigget in size
and it’c chape i¢ varying
from figure fo figure.
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Highlighted part of the figure ic the trunk. Generally it i
tutned left cide. Thie flexible and voluminoug patt ic typical feature
of elephant god form. Curveg, folding and dynamic character of
the trunk can be created eagily ar d effectively.

il




ature ic highlighted in the graphic images above in fitst two rows, , but overall form is very easy to identify by the typical citfing pocture and body proportione.

ighted feature ic the belly in the graphics which are in thitd rows ; Belly ic round and voluminous, a crossing line over that and in the middle and a small dot a¢ naval.




Graphic expreseion through line drawinge
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Atticte impresgion of Ganecha with lines and vatious colours.




Analycic of graphic potential

Each and every part of ganesha is very exprecsive and hag lot of graphic potential to crate
the figure eagily and effectively. Thic elephant face form alwayg ingpitec many articte, creatore to
create the form inferectingly. Here ic the analygic of the some of the ganesh body elemente.

Face- Elephant face with vibhudi on fore head and crown on the head ic common. :

Trunk- has enough graphic potential fo create hic figure easily. Flexible soft character of trunk ic one of the interesting parte

in elephant headed figure.
Many imagec are chown with the varying thicknees of the ttunk but in contrary without the varying thicknese aleo imagec can be

exprecgive .
Turn- generally left side turned trunk ie very common.
Twist - character of twist and folds can be very expteseive.

Tuck- Qingle tuck or both the tusks in which one ie half broken.

Ears- Ears are big, cometimes ears are look bigger than the face. Shape is roughly round and sharp adged at top. Interesting cunvy
chapes algo fite a¢ ears

Eyes- Eyes are small and linear in chape, but in common practice eyes are big and attractive. Simply dote can aleo fite as eyes
in many graphic imagee. ‘
Eyebrows are alined with frunk edge o that in many imagee eyebrowe are not very distinctive.

Gigantic figure-Body is fat and figure ic chort and whole thing looks bulky, some timee body looke like children’s body.

Posture-Sitting poctute ic very common, in particular two folded legs and single leg folded figure: are very common. ctanding
and dancing figures are aleo used depending up on the context.

Limbg-Both the upper and lower limbe are bulky and chotf, one hand ie chown like blessing, and other are holding the armoutie,
flowers, chanku, Thrichool, sweete ete. Commonly upper limbe are two or four.

Belly_Belly i¢ big and tound with a small depression (dot) on it. Tan belt over the ctomach hang from the shoulder.
A serpent (enake) wrape around the stomach.




SQymbolic philosophy

When we look at the idol of Ganecha the predominant symbole depicted are the Elephant,
Qerpent, and the mouse, reprecenting the head, the gitdle and the mount, respectively.
The cymbolic philocophy of hie form with elephant head, human body and mouge a¢ hie
vehicle denotec the procece of evolution.

Elephant : It ic the eymbol of majecty, cirength and infelligence. Elephant ie highly
intelligent and aleo known for ite fidelity and gratitude.

Qerpent : The serpent around the waict of Ganecha eymbolizee the kundalini cakthi.
Qhake ie the eymbol of alerthese and alco energy.

Mouge : The job of a mouce ie to cut everything. A cimple fechnique of franceending,
going deep with can bring all the great knowledge out of you. The greedy mouge denotee
decire, man’e decirec dectroy the material ac well ae epiritual wealth. The leccon we learn
here ie that a man hag fo put a ceiling on hic degires.

Tuck : Broken tuck cignifies the chedding of ego.

One pointed focus: Ekadanta signifiec one pointed focug, loyalty undivided. two focus ie not
innocence.

Eyec-Eare : Small eyee and big earc. There ic a relation between what i¢ ceen and heard.
Have abroad vicion and look at othere on 2 magnified scale, without be litting or undertating
anybody.
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Concluzion

(Ganecha’e populatity ic unchanged despite of change and variations, people are devoted fo
thie god and at the same time people are accepting certain lihetties and changes in elephant
god form.

Lucrative businecs Prevailing in the market for Ganech imagee, form variations iconographic
vatiatione are causing popularity and employment and incressed business. Millione of people
are involved in India in making of ganecha. Lacke of greeting carde and idols ate sold in the
market every year and without any little change and variatior it would not be poscible do this
large buginess.

Adverticing field ic one which is using Ganech image for several advetticements, many of
cuch ade are comprised with creative sketches, illustratione of elephant god which looking
like lese god and more inferesting and creative form. Such adverticements are reaching to
many people and people are not surptised o see any form variation and creativity.

Attiste , painters and sculptures are creating so much ckange in the elephant god, in
modern arte identifying the bagic form ic very difficulf.

Though we see varied forme of Ganecha, love and devotion we developed on the elephant
god ic unchanged forever.
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