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Introduction

The project is a References of
objects and attitudes to objects in folk songs
of the past. Folk song is a glorious part of
Indian culture. India is rich in its diversity.
This topic concentrates on Maharashtrian
folk songs.The regional language is
Marathi.

In Maharashtra many different
types of folk songs are existing. One of
them is called "ovi". This poem essentialy
are verses of four lines. Each line contains
not more than 4-5 words.It shows the
lifestyle of a Maharashtrian Farmer. These
songs (ovi) are full of morals,good thoughts
and messages which boost the hardworking
farmer’s life.Generally this art is performed
in village by women.

Now a days this art is still alive in a
few villages in west Maharashtra by older
people. People use to sing these songs while
working .It was an integral part of marathi
farmer's life which teaches them how to live
in society my mouth, not by words.

Objectives

To get understand relationship between ovi
and work.

This project allows me to learn
communication between younger and older
generation.

Trying to know different facets of folk song
(ovi)
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Data Collection

Folk Song is a treasure of indian literature.
Now days very few people sing such
songs.For data collection i went to my
native place,"Dongargaon" a small village
near Maharashtra-Karnataka border. There i
got a good collection of Marathi Folk Song
called "ovi". Generally woman perform this
art. They sung a song while using Hand-
mill, cleaning floor by cowdung.

After going through book,
newspapers,magazine and listening to
people who are singing a song,i have
collected most of the information by
newspapers and magazines and audio
recording. ‘

The song are passed from
generation to generation by mouth,not in
words. There is no evidance available,that in
what period these folk song started.this folk
songs (ovi) are based on farmer's
life,worldly duties and obligation. Songs are
related with their daily activity.

Some of the songs are based on
common objects like night lamp, knife,
chappal, etc. and some of them are based on
personilise objects like jewellery, ring,etc.

Following objects, objectives and activities
are included in song.

1) Praying
2) ‘Farming:-Sowing of seeds
Reaping the harvest
Beating out corn
Fetching water from well
3) Fire place
4) Hand mill
5) The place of the parents of a married girl.
6) Residence of one's husband parents.
7) Seasons :- Rain
Winter
Summer
8) Equipments of farming
9) Portraits
10) From home to orchard.
11) While walking

These songs are perform in villages
only.Purpose of song is to inform the people
about facts of life, to entertain while
working.

Generally females sing these
"ovi".They all are from different age group.
All these females are unskilled. These song
are sung in house and public places.Some of
the oovis are based on timing like morning,
afternoon, evening and night.
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The language of this songs is Khandeshi-
Varhadi a local language in Marathi. There
is always a realistic mode in this song and
full of different expressions like seriousness,
comical, youthful, sad, casual etc.

I did audio recording of few
songs.Following are some of the songs
which are based on day to day life. Most of
the poems are created by "Bahinabai" a
great poet in Varhadi-Khandeshi language in
1900-1952 year. The songs are collected
from newspapers, magazines.
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This song is based on farming. Song is
related with season. People sing this song
while sowing of seed. Poetess says to all
farmers, start working for new crop. She
welcomes rainy season and describe the
enthusiastis atmosphere among the farmers
life.
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Poetess used to sing this song while going
from home to orchard. Here is a relationship
in walking action and tune.While going from
home, the things she observed made a poem
on that. The way people live their life she
made a realistic statement on that, which
expresses sadness.
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This song is based on while praying god.
But this song people sing while working on
farm. While working in farm this song gives
them freshness, so the crop will be fruitfull.
It means working in farm is as equal as

praying god.
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This poem is related to rainy season. Poetess
described her feelings about rain. Generally
this song is showmg the situtation of a poor
farmer who stays in broken house. This song
is very personel.
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This song is dedicated to young bride staying
with the parents of her husband. poetess
described the life of young bride at her
husband’s home. She have to work hard for
her life. Indirectly she described the life of

a village woman is painful. This song
contains all the objects and objectives on
which she is working.
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This are the short poem based on perticular
characters. Women use to sing this song
while working. In all the poem poetess used
different metaphor for different character,
situations, events.
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Analysis

Marathi folk songs is an integral part of our
Indian culture. According to the collected
information i analysed the data about the
"oovi" and classified the information in
different categories.

some of the song are related with
farming so there is a relation in body
movement as well as in tune. While
working, the way body moves or action
being done, tune is changing. While
farming , walking, the "oovi's" meaning are
motivates them. The way song sung
depends on local dilect. The pronounsation
of words are changes according to local
area. The contents of 'oovi' is always based
on nature, human life.It contain primary and
secondary messages to people,for the
people.

In 'oovi' there is direct and indirect
approach. From composition and linguistic
point of view 'oovi' are different and has
modern touch. The start and end of the
poem is very dramatic .There is no more
ellabration of words and thoughts. In few
sentences and words 'oovi' expresses the
particular feeling. The expression of 'oovi' is
with an elegant remarks and a combination
of adorning and resemblance.

While working on hand-mill woman sing
any kind of 'oovi'. In this case the action of
the work is dominates the meaning of the
song. But tune is related with the work. And
while doing other farming jobs people sing a
particular 'oovi' which contains the meaning
with related work. Every song has a certain
timing. Each song contains 5 to 10 stanzas
or sometime it can be more than 15 stanza.
The arrangment of an image and
composition of alliteration is a peculiarity of
this song.

The following are the classifications
of the 'oovi' in relation with tune, action,
meaning of the song.

1) Praying --- Tune --- Meaning

2) Farming --- Tune --- Action --- Meaning
3) Festival, Seasons --- Tune --- Meaning
4) Parents and In-laws place --- Tune ---
Meaning

5) Regular work --- Tune --- Action

In some poem one factor is
important than other and it dominates the
other factors. This things are based on the
events,work and its importance.
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