
© 2016, Mota Italic. All rights reserved

P1 > Type design: Maku™ sachit shyam

Designing a handwritten  
Devanagari typeface: Maku™ 

Sachit Shyam 
M.Des: Communication Design

1



© 2016, Mota Italic. All rights reserved

P1 > Type design: Maku™ sachit shyam

Designing a handwritten  
Devanagari typeface: Maku™ 

Sachit Shyam 
M.Des: Communication Design

1



© 2016, Mota Italic. All rights reserved

P1 > Type design: Maku™ sachit shyam

WHERE

2

Mota Italic, Vile Parle

6 weeks
DURATION



© 2016, Mota Italic. All rights reserved

P1 > Type design: Maku™ sachit shyam

WHERE

2

Mota Italic, Vile Parle

6 weeks
DURATION

Kimya Gandhi is a type designer  
from Mumbai. She interned with 
Linotype GmbH, Germany, in their 
font design department in 2010.

KIMYA GANDHI



© 2016, Mota Italic. All rights reserved

P1 > Type design: Maku™ sachit shyam

WHERE

2

Mota Italic, Vile Parle

6 weeks
DURATION

Kimya Gandhi is a type designer  
from Mumbai. She interned with 
Linotype GmbH, Germany, in their 
font design department in 2010.

KIMYA GANDHI

A typeface designer from  
Illinois, USA. From 2006-2007 he 
attended the University of Reading, 
England, for the MA in Typeface 
Design program.

ROB KELLER
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Areas covered  
during the internship

TYPE DESIGN 

Designing a handwritten 
Devanagari typeface. 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TYPE DEVELOPMENT 

Exploring the 
Open Type features 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To learn the process  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To familiarise with the type 
development and backend 
process in type design.
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Clarify misconceptions 
regarding type design. 

Learn one professional type 
designing platform e.g. Glyphs.
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It all began from…
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Trace and Cleanup Draw and tweak
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Working at 
micro and macro level.
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When shapes  
aren’t just right.



© 2016, Mota Italic. All rights reserved

P1 > Type design: Maku™ sachitshyam

12

When shapes  
aren’t just right.



© 2016, Mota Italic. All rights reserved

P1 > Type design: Maku™ sachitshyam

12

When shapes  
aren’t just right.



© 2016, Mota Italic. All rights reserved

P1 > Type design: Maku™ sachitshyam

12

When shapes  
aren’t just right.



© 2016, Mota Italic. All rights reserved

P1 > Type design: Maku™ sachitshyam

13

Being too perfect  
takes out the fun
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Maku: features

CONSONANTS 

Stylistic set 01 
Stylistic set 02 
Stylistic set 03 

 
 
NUMBERS 

Stylistic set 01 
Stylistic set 02 
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Maku: features

CONSONANTS 

Stylistic set 01 
Stylistic set 02 
Stylistic set 03 

 
 
NUMBERS 

Stylistic set 01 
Stylistic set 02 

SWASHES: 

Default + 2 sets 
Final and initials 
  

 
 
MATRAS 

Stylistic set 01 
Stylistic set 02 
Stylistic set 03 

still growing 

DINGBATS 
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Stylistic Sets 
DEFAULTS  
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Stylistic Sets 
SS01
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Stylistic Sets 
SS02
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Stylistic Sets 
SS03
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Stylistic Sets 
CONTEXTUAL ALTERNATES
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Stylistic Sets
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Half forms v/s Conjuncts
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Combinations

HALF FORM     +    CONSONANTS 

Default                     Default 
SS01                          SS01 
                                  SS02 
                                  SS03
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Swashes
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Summary

WORK DONE 

Stylistic sets 01 
Stylistic sets 02  
Stylistic sets 03 
Spacing/kerning 

Half forms: Default. 
Half forms: SS01. 

Conjuncts and spacing.  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Summary

WORK DONE 

Stylistic sets 01 
Stylistic sets 02  
Stylistic sets 03 
Spacing/kerning 

Half forms: Default. 
Half forms: SS01. 

Conjuncts and spacing.  

Matras and anchoring. 

Swashes; initials and finals.  
Numbers.
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FIP™

PUFFF™
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Getting surrounded by 
loads of reading and 
inspirational material. 

Rob’s life at Reading 
university, story of Vesper. 
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The experiential learning

Getting surrounded by 
loads of reading and 
inspirational material. 

Rob’s life at Reading 
university, story of Vesper. 

Kimya’s experience 
at Linotype. 

 

Got introduced to  
various new type foundries 
and type designers.

Awesome posters, type 
specimens, magazines etc. 
 

 
… and good coffee
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Key learnings

Conceptualising   
before starting. 
 

There is no one process;  
one has to improvise and 
respond to the context.

Context is always good.

 
 
 
Questions every  
design decision.

Everything cannot  
be learned in one typeface.

 
 
Things will get boring, try to  
have a fun side project: Rob.
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Keep reviewing your  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start seeing things.
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Key learnings

Keep reviewing your  
works. Its important to  
start seeing things.

Convert abstract to  
tangible and measurable 
design decisions :  
Prof. Kirti to Kimya.



© 2016, Mota Italic. All rights reserved

P1 > Type design: Maku™ sachitshyam

37



© 2016, Mota Italic. All rights reserved

P1 > Type design: Maku™ sachitshyam

37


