
Project 1
Learning to Make a Documentary Film

With
Camera & Shorts



abstract
The aim of the project was to handle the pre production for a documentary film on the theme of 
“Autowallahs in Mumbai”.

My task was to hunt for interesting characters that capture the essence of issues and problems faced 
by this demographic, and extract interesting stories from the people selected. 

The aim of the project was to tell the untold story of a group of immigrants in Mumbai who are 
visible to everyone and are an essential part of the transportation sector, but are rarely 
acknowledged for their efforts and sacrifices. 



Theme Selection

Quiet Spaces of Mumbai

Truck Drivers

Auto Wallahs Movement



Auto Wallahs of Mumbai

Mapping Mumbai through 
Auto RickshawsFemale Auto Drivers

Effect of Ola and Uber How they Decorate their 
Autos



Selecting & Eliminating Topics
Ola & Uber: 

Extensive Quantitative research 
required.

The dataset was really small: 
42/400000(approx)

Even if you get it what exactly would you 
want to show?

Would have turned journalistic

Decorating Autos:

Most are really bland since decoration is 
expensive.

Half are on rent, so the driver is not 
really the owner.

Mapping Mumbai through Auto:

Too less time.

Too ambitious.



Finding an Interesting Character 



Building a 
Narrative



Essentials of a Story
An Interesting Character

A Conflict

The Incidents that are Reasons for that Conflict

Deconstruction of the Character through the Narrative



Finding an Interesting Character
A fancy looking auto might have an interesting owner.

Auto drivers in position of power in Auto Unions.

A talented/eccentric auto driver.

A female auto driver.



Ramesh, 32, Allahabad

● He got his auto decorated by this 
kickstarter funded venture called 
TAXI Fabric.

● They decorate taxis and autos 
for free in order to improve the 
“mobile aesthetics” of Mumbai.

● The graphic designs are quirky, 
chic, and often beyond the 
understanding of the cab or 
autodrivers.



Deepak, 28, Haryana

● Spent 5 Lakhs on his 
auto including the 
decoration.

● Got original metallic 
labels of vintage cars to 
stick across the auto.

● Had a transparent hood.



Bal Singh, 52, Banaras
● Is a senior member of the 

auto union.
● Been driving since over 

two decades.
● Is supremely pissed with 

Ola and Uber.
● Been holding meetings to 

get around around the 
menace.



So Many 
of Them..



Nisha Shinde, 29, Mumbai
● Been driving since 8 years, 

and is perhaps the longest 
driving female auto driver.

● Is very passionate about her 
profession.

● Doesn’t feel intimidated by a 
male dominated profession.

● Is a single mother ,but is not 
legally separated from her 
husband.



Vijaya, 42, Mumbai
● Been driving since two 

years.
● Finds housekeeping kind of 

jobs against her self respect.
● Been a cab driver for a 

private travel company.
● Driving an auto gives her 

flexibility.



Stage 1
Meet people

Document what they said

Write your opinions

Discuss what to explore

Repeat



Nisha’s Interview



How I Find Her?
Unapologetic

Eccentric

Nonchalant

Fiercely Independant

Likes Singlehood



Vijaya’s Interview



How I Find Her?
Family-Oriented

Fighter

Crusader

Demanding



Stage 2
Research about Storytelling

Learn the Essentials of a Good Narrative (at least theoretically)

Write your opinions

Discuss and Dismiss Misconceptions

Repeat



The Write-ups



Stage 3
Learn how to frame relevant questions

Discuss what questions are vital, and how to extract the most

Frame questions that ask how and why rather than just what (avoid objectivity 
basically) 

Go back to the interviewee and start your work



What I Intended to Explore?
A Comparison Between the Two Women

Different Versions of Feminism

Who is being more reasonable here?

Are there any differences between the two kinds of working women? What are the parallels?

 Is playing a victim a reasonable way of dealing with sexism at work?

Is ignoring the nonsense offered to you at work a healthy way of evading sexism at work?

Is the urge to become an all-rounder making women dissatisfied at work? They never seem to 
complain at home. At least in this social strata.

And after all, where does one start waging a war against sexism?



Learning to Frame Questions
Map your character’s life.

Flag all the major events in their life.

Point out the cause and effect of each event.

Build questions on the basis of those events. Make sure they are subjective in 
nature.



Building the Character’s Timeline
Why driving an auto?

How supportive was her family?

Did she ever face sexism?

What about her husband?

What about her neighbors and sister?

Does she feel she is missing out on her daughter?

Her favorite memory of her passengers?

Her tryst with the police?



Building the Narrative
Nisha

Did she make those choices? 

Or was she left with her conditions and chose to be happy? 

Somehow, her life does not seem to be a war, unlike other working women.   

Or at least, that is how she projects her life to be. Is she smiling on the face of adversity? 

Or did she totally dodge adversity? 

Or was she lucky enough to not face an adversity at all? 

What is really her equation with her husband?



What is to Follow?
The Shooting

Post Production Scripting

The editing 



CHI 2016



The Paper Presentation



The Course: User Story Mapping



Papers of Interest





CHI4good Volunteering: Share for Cures
An organisation encouraging citizen 
participation in medical research.

Building their website to facilitate 
sharing medical records and data. 

Giving them better exposure on 
social media.





Success Story/Why is sharing data important
(7.2 million people shared their data (sample story?)

 
Get the full story >

Login Signup
Home About Us How it works Ways to Share

Video/Image: (Spotlight 
story) the success story 
goes here

#
#


Logged in

(Spotlight story) My success story: why data sharing is important 

Home About Us How it works Ways to Share

Recent Activity/Personalized News
May 7th, 2016

Fitbit added 5083 steps for today

May 5th, 2016

With your help, we provided 5000 new datasets for Cancer research to Johns Hopkins

 
Get the full story >

#
#


Alternate 1 of Sharing Data: Selecting One Event
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Alternate 1 of Sharing Data: Selecting a Time Range
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Sharing page 2



Sharing page 2
(after click the tag)
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Shreya Gupta
156330006
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