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Abstract

Deatness at birth or in early childhood has disastrous eftects on the child’s
overall development. In a country with millions of people, that amounts to a
huge number. Language and communication unites as well as divides the diverse

groups of people here. One such group is the hearing impaired(mute and deaf).

This project traces an attempt to encourage and motivate hearing impaired
people to chase their dreams, provide a glimpse of the world from the

view point of hearing impaired people, provide examples of success stories of
people who fought their disabilities and achieved their goals and encourage the

society to accept and acknowledge people with disability.
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Introduction

In India, every 5 out of 1,000 babies are born

with hearing loss.

In a country with millions of people, that amounts
to a huge number. Language and communication
which unites as well as divides the diverse groups
of people here. One such group is the hearing

impaired(mute and deaf)

We have difficulty whilst communicating with
them, so imagine their plight. Imagine how
difficult it would be for someone to not be able
to express their thoughts, feelings and ideas. They
are differently abled and it is a human tendency
to ‘otherise’ something that isn’t the norm. Some
show sympathy towards them while others may
treat them as a curse, and at times abuse them. But

only a few try to truly understand their problem.

And help these various reactions of people towards

them have led them to become a marginalised
section of society. They are discriminated against

in all walks of life, denied job prospects and are

devoid of the opportunity to lead their lives with
equality and dignity. This begins right from their
childhood, when their own classmates treat
them as a pariah and exclude them. So who is

at fault here?

If we talk about the rights and representation of
our own thoughts in our own language then why
we are separating a whole section of a society
which 1s equally important to us? People with
individuality of their own thoughts and ideas. Why
are we trying to create a hierarchy? Why are we

otherising them?

Why are we depriving them of all those rights

which we enjoy? Are we not born equal?

In order to quench this curiosity, I undertook a
project which explores the lives of these brave
individuals and puts it forth in a form of a
storybook to bridge this divide between them
and us, and helping us understand the reality of

their lives.



Hearing Impairment

What is Hearing Impairment?

Hearing impairment is the inability of an individual

to hear sounds adequately. This may occur due to
improper development, damage or disease to any part of
the hearing mechanism. Hearing disability in turn often

leads to a speech disability in the individual.

Hearing is a prerequisite for the development of normal
speech & language. A child learns to speak by hearing
the speech of others in the family and surroundings.
Deafness is an invisible impairment so keen observation
is necessary in order to identify a deaf child/individual.
[Retrieved from ayjnihh.nic.in]

How does it affect the development of
children?

Deatness at birth or in early childhood

has disastrous eftects on the child’s overall
development. These eftects vary depending upon
the age of onset, nature and degree of hearing
impairment. As mentioned earlier, it also results in
a speech impediment, or in extreme cases, can also

lead to muteness.

How do they lead their differently abled lives?
In early stages of development of a child, it is
pivotal to detect if a child is hearing impaired (H.
[.) or not. Prolonged periods of silence in infants is
a warning sign for deafness. There have been cases,
wherein, the parents were not aware that the child
was H. I. until they were a couple of years old.
Once detected at an early age, speech therapy can
be started which allows them to retain a limited
ability of speech. This improves their ability to

communicate and function better.

Self-motivation & a strong support system
to lead a normal life

The most important thing in order to achieve
something in life is to show surplus amount

of interest and dedication, self motivation and
encouragement. The differently abled possess this
zeal within them. Coupled with the backbone of
support and understanding from parents, relatives

and friends. The H.I can lead their lives normally.



Visuals are building foundations

As I learned more about the subject, I realized
“visuals are building foundations” i.e. primary
level or basics for them in order to help them
understand things on behalf of sound. Visuals plays
an important role in their lives. It is their canvas,
the clay to their potter’s wheel. With the help of
visuals they can give any shape and dimension to

their language.

Several schools and institutions in India,

have developed visual aids to assist them in

their learning.

Representation in visual media

Apart from visual learning aids, seeing oneself
represented in media can be empowering and help
the social development of the H. I. Seeing people
like them become successful and lead regular

lives with dignity, instills a sense of validation and

confidence within them.

With my project, I wish to contribute to this effort
and put forward their success stories. Stories which
not only inspire people who are very much like
they are but also sensitize the masses and create a

sense of empathy towards them.



Film & Media Review

Film is one of the strongest visual medium to
communicate a powerful message. However, with
my project | wished to target both the abled and
the differently abled, and required to explore
media which would come halfway and cater to

both the concerned parties.

Nevertheless, as part of my secondary data
collection and to prepare myself for the storytelling
part of the project, I viewed a couple of films, both
independent and mainstream. I chose films which
were centred around H.I. characters. Some were

fictional stories, some were inspired from real-life.



Film & Media Review : Documentaries

= “A village of the Deal™
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Project Deaf India

Silent Village (2003)
Language: Hindi

Silent village is a documentary project done by
Project Deaf India. Dr. Desai (Chairperson, Deaf
India) with the team of researchers from NIH
(USA) and All India Medical Institute, Delhi went
to a village near Mysore, reported to have high
incidences of hearing impairment. The villagers
were given hearing aids and a health clinic was
established to treat causes of the deafness. There
were only few villagers out of the 500 who didn’t
suffer from any form of hearing impairment. The
cause of deafness is attributed to infected water
available in their village. Other causes of deafness
in the village included, lack of rubella-measles
vaccination, acute and chronic ear infections,
religious customs of daily putting coconut oil in
the ears of children, and consanguinity. Additional
factors include low birth weight, malnutrition, lack

of perinatal care and premature births.



Film & Media Review : Documentaries

See What I Am Saying (2009)
Language: English

A film by Hilary Scarl, this inspirational and
heartfelt documentary follows four well-known
entertainers in the deaf community: a comic, a
drummer, an actor and a singer as they attempt

to cross over to mainstream audiences. These
uniquely talented deaf entertainers overcome great
challenges on their way to personal triumphs and

professional success.

This documentary was a huge inspiration as it
served as an introduction to the deaf culture and
community. With humor and emotion, director
Hilary Scarl, captures with insight & honesty, the

many obstacles these performers face daily.

SEE WHAT I'M SAYING

THE DEAF_ENTERTAINERSE DOCUMENTARY
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Film & Media Review : Documentaries

Beyond Silence (2012)
Language: Hindi

Beyond Silence

Atéte-j-téte with the alusive world of the deaf in India,

Maybe it’s the ‘Hearing’ who are impaired

Beyond Silence is a documentary made with

an intention with few examples. No captions in
television, no instructions for deaf people in public
places and no deaf colleges in India for them to
understand “words, language, and culture.” It is an
attempt to acknowledge the existence of a living,

competent and thinking deat community that

75 The Shortest

has the ability to communicate “beyond silence.” 15 pignst

The film is a celebration of deafness. It tries to N _
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explore and bring about a strong emotion of ' i e et ol el o . i, ey
wilh & vast and dwvarss popukition of arcund one bilkon peopks lacks
the basic inFastectus and socal consoousness {n accommodale he

self-confidence and belief amongst deaf people. Dk A i
The film nowhere depicts the lives of deaf people Producer/ Director/ Research/ Editor Vidyut Latay

Camera Ajay Kashyap
Content Support and Interpreter Vidya lyer

as people with disabilities, on the contrary it

questions and argues about ‘being handicapped’.



Film & Media Review : Documentaries
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Goonga Pehelwan (2013)
Language: Hindi

Goonga Pehlwan, is a documentary film made
by Mit Jani, Prateek Gupta and Vivek Chaudhary,
and produced by Drishti Media. This biopic tells
the story of a deaf athlete Virendra Singh who lost
his name and has become Goonga Pehlwan

(Mute Wrestler).

The inspiration behind making this documentary
was a news article that one of the directors had
come across. When they start searching his name
on the Internet they were not able to find any
information on him which led to the making of
this film. The story chronicles the success journey
of Virendra Singh as he won India’s first and only
gold medal at the 2005 Deaflympics in Melbourne,
in 74-78 kg freestyle wrestling. His story serves as
a sense of pride and validation to the community.
The film resonated with me greatly, as the aim of

my project is similar in theory.



Film & Media Review : Bollywood

Koshish (1973)
Language: Hindi

Directed by Gulzar, ‘Koshish’ is a journey of Hari

and Arti who are deaf and mute. The problems N-c;ﬂf,ﬂY
they face due to their disability brings them GULZAR’S

together and they fall in love. They get married
and have a healthy and normal child. As the child
grows up, they face difficulties in communicating
with him.Years later, after the death of Arti due
to an illness, their child Amit, is all grown up

and ready to get married . Hari wants him to get

married to Anita, daughter of Hari’s boss but Amit

i

GULZAR- MADAN MOHAN - ROMU N.SIPPY- RAJ . SIPPY

1s reluctant because she is deaf and mute.




Film & Media Review : Bollywood

PalyGram
Presests

TRIESTAR INTERNATIONAL'S

KHAMOSHI

THE MUSICAL

Khamoshi (1996)
Language: Hindi

Director Sanjay Leela Bhansali has marked his
impression on the Indian film industry by this
film. This film is about a deaf and mute soap seller
Joseph(Nana Patekar) and Falvi who live in Goa
with their daughter Annie (Manisha Koirala).

Her daughter who can speak and hear aspires to
become a singer. After a few years his father is

not able to make money by selling soaps. Their
economic conditions worsens but Annie continues
to work on her singing practice. And one day

she meets Raj (Salman Khan), who helps her to

achieve her goal.

10
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Film & Media Review : Bollywood

Black (2005)
Language: Hindi

The film follows the journey of Michelle McNally
(Rani Mukherji) from her early teenage to her
adulthood and her relationship with Debraj Sahai
(Amitabh Bachchan), who helps her in her most
difficult time. Due to an illness, Michelle loses

her sight and hearing at the age of two years.
Trapped by her inability to see, hear and express,
she becomes more and more frustrated and grows
up becoming a violent, and uncontrollable child.
Enters Debraj Sahai, an alcoholic teacher for the
deaf and blind who helps her stand on her own
feet. As she grows, she faces numerous difficulties,
but with the help of Debraj she triumphs over her
challenges. Things start to change when Debraj
himself begins to succumb to Alzheimer’s. Michelle
finally gains her B.A. but Debraj is on hospital bed.
Now, it is Michelle’s turn to make him learn to

speak and understand.
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Film & Media Review : Bollywood
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Igbal (2005)
Language: Hindi

‘Igbal’ tells the story of a deaf and mute teenager
Igbal, who aspires to become a fast bowler and one
day play for Indian cricket team. Coming from a
poor agricultural family his economic conditions
doesn’t allow him to go to a regular coaching.

His father doesn’t support him in his dreams.
Everything is against this talented cricketer, all he
has is his will to succeed and an eye for details,
allowing him to become a great bowler. Supported
by his sister and mother and helped by a local
drunk cricketer, who realizes his potential and
coaches him, further developing his skills. Finally
he gets the chance to play as a fast bowler in

Indian cricket team.

12
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Atulyakala: An art initiative

Atulyakala is a group founded by four people, out
of which two are hearing impaired. This group
aims to nurture creative potential of people with
hearing impairment and provides a platform to

display their creative work.

[

(&




A visit to Pragati Vidyalaya

Pragati vidyalaya is a school for deaf and mute
children of primary, secondary and high school
levels, situated in Dadar West, Mumbai. The
language of instruction is Marathi and Hindi.
School has divided the course structure in two
parts, the first part being speech therapy which
1s followed by regular curriculum adopted in

most schools.

“Speech therapy is an specialized training to help
people with speech and language problems to speak more
clearly.” During speech therapy classes, the teacher
instructs and encourages the child to speak by
showing them specific images. This is known as
basic language development, it helps children to
overcome with problem of understanding

the alphabets and concentrates on developing

his speech.

14



Objective

To create a narrative experience aimed at a general

audience which will:-

1) Encourage and motivate hearing impaired people
to chase their dreams.
2) Provide a glimpse of the world from the
view point of hearing impaired people.
3) Provide examples of success stories of
people who fought their disabilities and
achieved their goals.
4) Encourage the society to accept and acknowledge

people with disability.

15



Interviews

Taranath Narayan Shenoy

Taranath Narayan Shenoy, hearing and visually
impaired by birth, is a Padma Shree Awardee in
the field of swimming. He recieved his prestigious
award in the year 1990. Winner of Triple Crown
of the Open Water swimming, successfully crossing
the English Channel, the Catalina Channel and
the Manhattan Island Marathon Swim is included

in some of his accomplished titles. From the

struggles of getting admission in a normal school

to his accomplished career as a swimmer. Shenoy’s
life isn’t a fairy tale. He has seen both sides of the
coin in his life. Spending most of his time near

a swimming pool in front of his school, he first
started to swim at an age of 12. He missed his
classes just to spend some extra time practicing
swimming. According to him it was at a swimming
competition he realized he 1s made for swimming,
a gold fish among other fishes in the water.

Out in the world above the surface of the water
he always faced problem in interacting with the
people but inside it he could sing and talk, and see
the beautiful unfold. And by the time he turned
23, he attempted to swim the English Channel but
was denied permission due to his weight and some
health problems. That didn’t shake his passion for
swimming. Since then, he has successtully crossed
the English Channel twice between 1983

and 1985.
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Sharanya Manoharan

Sharanya Manoharan, hearing impaired by birth,

is an award winning Bharatnatyam dancer. She
recieved the sting of classical dancing in her early
childhood and since then she is unstoppable. The
road to success wasn’t so obvious and even seemed
impossible to her parents as recalled by her mother.
According to her, signs of hearing loss were first
identified in Sharanya when she got infected with
meningitis in her early childhood. Confirmed

by the doctors, the family was totally devastated
initially. She was the much awaited child for her
parents. Sharanya’s future looked dim but for the
talented girl disability was not the end. Admitted to
the Central Society for the education of the Deaf,
she showed great aptitude in the studies. After a
year Sharanya got cochlear implant which opened
the doors for her to join a normal school, after
completing her schooling at the Central Society.
It was at that point she got interested in classical
dance and from that point onwards her unending
passion and love for the craft has led her today

where she now stands.




Preeti Mukadam

Preeti Mukadam i1s an accomplished graphic
designer and an artist based in Dombivli, Mumbeai.
The passion for her art can be seen on the walls

of her house in West Mumbai. It is hard to believe
that such an accomplished artist was having trouble
in getting into the finest art institution of the
country, Sir J. J. School of Applied Art. She was

about 1 year old when her parents were informed

that their daughter is hearing impaired. Her parents

concerned about the future of their daughter
visited places that could bring back her hearing
ability and left no stone unturned. Eventually,
they were introduced to the Central Society for
the Education of the Deaf. Her talent for art was
very evident throughout her initial schooling at
the center. She continued her education in formal
school years with an undying passion for art. She
applied to J.J. School of Applied Arts where she
got rejected at first but with the support of her
family and a local M. L. A. she got her chance at
the esteemed university ].J] School of Applied
Arts, here she left no stone unturned in proving
her skills. Since then, she has designed doodles
for Google and has won Stri Kalamanch Art

Competition.
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Story and lllustration for Book
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lllustration for Taranath Shenoy’s story
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lllustration for Sharanya Manoharan’s story
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lllustration for Preeti Mukadam'’s story
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Grid and Final layout
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