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Nowhere else in the World!!!!
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Some contemporary 
News in Kerala



People who hates dogs

• In this time in Kerala society, stray dog issue is very sensational. Almost every day there 
has been reports regarding dog bites. Mostly the victims are children. For a common 
man or a women who walks or travelling on bikes, stray dogs are creating fear in their 
minds. Earlier also there has been dog attacks in the society. But it was very less in 
number. But now a days , the number of dogs have been increased a lot. This is because 
of reasons like un proper waste disposal. 

• This increase number of stray dogs creating lots of problem for common people.  
Government couldn’t take proper action against this issue, till now. SO sometimes local 
people started taking action. They collected money from each other and hired dog 
catchers. Each dog costs around 250 rupees. 

• People does these kind of ‘cruelty’, to protect themselves and their young ones. They 
are not thinking much about the lives of dogs.  Human life is more important than dog 
life. 



Some comments



Hunger strike 



Some photos



Dog catching in History of Calicut, Kerala



People who love dogs

• In this stray dog issue, some people have a very different view. For them as a creature 
living on earth, dog also has the right to live. It is more of a moral view on this issue.  
Most of them think that it is our duty to protect them. Because  dogs are wolfs, which 
humans tamed long back. So dogs are a species human have created for their use. 

• There are lots of activities happening to protect these dogs. 



Some News



Boycott Kerala Movement -2015



People who Worship dogs!



Naya Vellattu

Here I am coming to my topic. This is a ritual happens every year in a place called 
Vengeri, Calicut in Kerala State.  In Malayalam ( language of Kerala) ‘Naya’ means 
‘Dog’ and ‘Vellattu’ is the name of the ritual to worship a particular idol. There are 
many types of this rituals Like Kurangu Vellattu ( Monkey Vellattu),  Thira Vellattu,  
Puthari Vellattu etc. 

This particular ritual happens in a temple named ‘ Kulavan Kavu’, situated at 
Vengeri.  Before going to the main topic I would like to give a small introduction to 
the origin of the Place, Vengeri. Vengeri has lots of small and big temples. Even its 
name came from the origin of a temple.



The story of ‘Vengeri’

The name ‘Vengeri’ came from a story. In
this story it is said that Tamil Brahmins
came to Kerala to search for a good place to
keep an a statue of Subrahmanyan ( Son of
Shiv and Parvathi). They travelled a lot and
finally came to this place. They were very
tired and decided to take bath in the
nearby river. They kept their cloth baggage,
where the statue is kept, under a tree.
After taking bath they came to take the
cloth bag. But it was stuck in the ground
and the tree!. They figured out that this is
the place they were looking for and kept
the statue, there it self. The name of that
tree was ‘Venga tree’ and ‘Chari’ means to
keep to a support. So the name ‘ Venga
Chari’ and later it shortened to ‘Vengeri’.
This temple now known as ‘Vengeri Shri
Subrahmanya Temple’ and Subrahmanyan
is considered as ‘Desadevan’ ( Land God).



Venga tree and Subrahmanya temple



The story of  Vengeri Shri Kulavan Kavu



The legend behind it



English Translation of the Story

Lord Shiva and Parvathy decided to meet Arjun. Shiva decided to
go incognito and changed their appearance as an Adivasi man and
women. The Bhoothaganas (Shiva’s companions) also
accompanied him. They also changed their appearance as
adivasis. On the way they hunted animals for food also they
prepared food themselves.

On the way they reached near to a river. But it was the Summer
time. The river was dried out. They started walking through the
river bed. After sometime they saw an 2 Adivasi women and one
man coming with mud pots to fetch water. Shiva and Parvathy
wondered and asked them, “ How do you get water from this dried
river bed?”. Adivasi people replied back, “ If we dig in this river bed
, we will get water. We are using this water for our daily usage.”
After saying this one of the women started digging with one stick,
made a pit and the water slowly appeared. They collected this
water in their mud pots. The Adivasi people asked Shiva and
Parvathi about their journey. They said that they were hunting and
they wanted to rest somewhere. They started walking towards
their house. This place is known as ‘Mannodikadavu’ and the pit
made is known as ‘ Kalladi kuzhi’.



On the way they heard some human voices ( like a whistle) from a
distance. Shiv asked them about that sound. Tribal people said it is
their leader ( Mooppan) and they replied back with another
whistle to the leader. These Adivasi people were getting late, that
is why Mooppan was enquiring through the signal whistle.

They reached their home. Mooppan was very happy to see their
guests and arranged everything for them. Kooppan gave them
their ‘ Prasadam’ ( food from the temple) to eat. Next day
morning, Shiv and group decided to continue their journey.
Mooppan insist to stay there for one more day, but Shiva said they
will come back again. Shiva gave his blessings to them saying that
“This place will known as ‘Kulavan Kavu’ and Venga Kadu ( forest of
Venga tree) will be known as ‘Vengeri’.” To renew the visit of Shiv
and Parvathy these people started worshiping them every year.

After many years British came here and they captured healthy men
to develop the Kozhikode ( Calicut) City. Only few old people and
women left out in Vengeri. They survived doing labour work at
‘Machadathu Thampuran’s ‘ land.



Among these people, there lived an old man and his wife, Chennan and
Chakki, respectively. They didn’t have children. So the landlord gave
them two dogs for their protection. They became very happy and
looked after the dogs like their children. Avil (rice) and coconut were
the food for dogs. The dogs grown up with the qualities of human.

After some years the old man, Chennan, died. The old woman lived
with those dogs. Chakki became very old. She couldn’t walk. That time
onwards these dogs carry water from river to the hut. For this she
stitched arecanut leaves with a string and put it on these dogs neck.
Also these got food for her in these stitched leaves.

One day Chakki became very ill. She couldn’t move. These dogs laid
down next to her. Next day morning she died. Dogs tried to wake her
up. With grief they howled. Hearing this neighbours came to the hut
and found that the old lady is dead. The land lord ordered to bury her
body near to her hut.

The dogs couldn’t tolerate this and they didn’t eat or drink after that.
They always stayed next the old lady’s burial. At last they starved to
death. Hearing this touching event Land lord ordered to bury the dogs
body with the rituals done for human. People buried their body next to
Chakki’s burial.



Later years, relatives of Chakki started worshipping this
burial place. Slowly people from another places also
started coming here.

People started making idols of this dogs, Oldman and old
lady. Along with that rituals also started. Once in an year
they conducted ‘ Vellattu’ (a form of ritual) for god’s grace.

The natives around this temple worked in the land by the
Land Lords. These people are known as ‘ Kalladi’ people.

In 1968, people formed a committee for the temple. K. P.
Ayyappan was its first president. There were some issues
with the land, where the temple is situated. It has been
solved by the Court in 1980. Then onwards, every year,
committee conducted this festivals in the temple.

In 2006, ‘Kulavan Kavu Temple Committee’ has been
registered.

People saying that Kulavan Kavu is 300 years old.



‘Kulavan’ is the Adivasi form of Shiva. This temple has 11
spirits all together. They are Kulavan, Annapoorneswari
Devi, Gurudevan, Nagakali, Kariyathan, Karivilli,
Bhandaramoorthi, Kuttichathan, Parakutty, Bhairavan and
Gulian. Apart from these there are spirits of Chennan,
Chakki and dogs.

These all statues are made with different kinds of stones.

Every Tuesday and Friday in the week, there will be a
Pooja at the temple. This is done by somebody. He need
not be the main Poojari ( the man who performs the
rituals). In the first Tuesday of every Malayalam month,
Poojari will come and do the rituals (Pooja).

People do Naya Vellattu, to deal with things , which is
related to their pets. If they get lost or effected by some
disease ..etc. Devotees offer aval ( beaten rice) and
coconuts to the temple. Also people believe in this deity,
thinks that this place ( Vengeri) will be devoid from any
kind of dog attacks!



K. P. Ayyappan

Kulavan Kavu Temple



Another version of the story

When I talked to the people around they
have different versions of the story. In one
version The old lady Chakki and her husband
Chennan was living in a hut. They worked
under the landlord ‘Machadathu Mussaths’(
a Brahmin family). Chennan and Chakki didn’t
have children. They were sad, because of
this. The landlord gave one small dog to
them. They looked after the dog like their
child. But one day a mad stray dog bitten this
small dog and it died. Chennan and Chakki
became very sad and scared. Because that
dog was a gift from the landlord. But the
landlord didn’t say anything. He asked them
to make the funeral like a human child. They
did it according to that ( covered the dead
body with red silk clothes ). After that
Chennan and Chakki started worshipping the
small dog. Later on it became a temple.



About ‘ Naya Vellattu’

• Kulavan Kavu temple belong to Harijan people. 

• Naya Vellattu happens in the Malayalam month ‘ Meenam’ on second Saturday. This year (2016), 
it will be on March 26th.

• There is no age barrier for this ritual. Only men perform this.

• People who are performing this should take care of some things. Like, they shouldn’t eat non-veg 
food, for 14 days prior to the ritual. Rice food is only one time at a day. 

• Maintain cleanliness.

• There is no extra ornaments or dresses for this ritual. People wear only a  brown lungi.

• Naya Vellattu performs at evening, around 6 o’ clock. There are other rituals also before and after 
this vellattu, like Monkey Vellattu.

• People who perform Naya Vellattu, starts behaving like real dogs. They even tries to bite each 
other and the audience. Some times bites their own tongue. So there will be people to stop them. 
These people stuff banana tree peels in their mouth. 



• Earlier the festival in Kulavan Kavu was conducted by the landlords named ‘ Mannodiyil’. Now the 
festival is being conduct by the Temple committee.

• In the festival ‘ Thira’ is performed by a group of people ( caste) called ‘Panan’. Kittakutty was the 
one who performed this earlier. Now his son Rajan is performing this. 



Details for contacts

• Ramankutty Karuvassery- He is a member of the family who takes care( Ooraaymakkar) this 
temple. He retired from Corporation Health Department. Phone number- 7034178269.

• Baiju- Treasurer of Kulavan Kavu Committee. Number- 9447582282.

• Rajesh- Secretary of Kulavan Kavu Committee. Numaber- 8086123334.

I have talked to Mr. Rajesh about the procedures for shooting the event ‘ Naya Vellattu’. Usually the
committee members themselves shoot the whole event and keep it with them. Every Sunday on
each month, members gather together for meeting. For permission, one need to submit a letter to
the committee and they will take a decision according their discussion.



From

Vengeri Junction
to 

Kulavan Kavu


