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role of the  
rationalists

In a society where religion dominates every walk of life, 

where it is difficult to distinguish between religious and social 

customs, a religious reformer becomes inter-alia a social 

reformer as well.
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Science vs Religion

Modernity vs Tradition

Rationality vs 

Superstition
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It’s  
coMPLEX
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Science vs Religion

Modernity vs Tradition

Rationality vs 

Superstition

Right vs Wrong?
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Possession as a  
cathartic process
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Such rituals might also have an "influence by 
triggering a cathartic process:' Joshi added 
an explanation highlighting the role of 
"tension  
in the family" connected to the  
"possession syndrome"  
 

Dr. Pradeep Joshi  

Vice President 

ANiS
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Mental health among women

&

Role of beliefs 
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Mahanubhav Shrine  
Phalton, Satara District, Maharashtra
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A fiction film that looks at how possession and trance 

practices are ‘symbolic gestures’ of a woman’s 

psychosocial stress.

The film also has to make the audience question the 

morality of using these measures (belief tools).

Brief



Trance syndrome

Social conditioning

Social stigma

Awareness about psychological treatment

Morality

Family dynamics

Exploring the emotional side to trance

Theme
s
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During the initial stages of the script I lacked the 

insight on how these tantriks went about carrying out 

the exorcism. Interviewing two tantriks helped me gain 

insights into their thinking and their working.
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There is a spell over all of usLEARNINGS



There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio,  
Than are dreamt of in your philosophy. 

- Hamlet (1.5.167-8), Hamlet to Horatio



Film making 

Ideas about my own belief systems

BELIEF 
SYSTEM
FILM MAKING
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