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The Epic of Gilgamesh

The Epic of Gilgamesh, which dates from the third millennium
BC, is one of the oldest surviving epic poems in world litera-
fure.

The characters form on basic archetypes of the hero and the

sidekick.

The essential story revolves around the relationship between
Gilgamesh, a king who has become distracted and disheart-
ened by his rule, and a friend, Enkidu, who is half-wild and
who undertakes dangerous quests with Gilgamesh. Much of
the epic focuses on Gilgamesh'’s feelings of loss following Enki-
du’s death, and is often credited by historians as being one of
the first literary works with high emphasis on immortality.
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