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Shanti Ashram has been accompanying communities and individuals in their 
efforts to move out of poverty, address inequalities, build creative leaders 
and ensure sustained development. Our work today touches the lives of 
nearly 2,50,000 people in the immediate service area. Along this journey,we 
have always taken the time to pause and reflect on the impact of our work, 
the new frontiers we continue to explore with our partner organizations in 
ensuring development and to celebrate the inspiring stories of  change that 
our woman, youth and children share with us in our every day encounters.



User Studies - Smart phone penetration amongst young adults  
Design of scholarship programme brochure  
PRA field visit and tools document design 
Arts and Craft for summer camp attendees 
Basic design software demos 
Other activities - carried out on campus and in Ashram’s service 
villages

MY WORK  
6 WEEKS



ARTS & CRAFTS 
SUMMER CAMP

• Organised activities in the camp for 187 children from in 
and around Coimbatore 

• Helped kids write letters to their parents (Tamil and English) 
• Flower making from crape papers and charts 
• Planned and structured the Creative class for the rest of the 

camp (art and crafts).  
• Used old CDs to make wall hangings that appear like 

giraffes, teddy bears and snails. 
• Numbers based creative drawing.  
• Basic sketching and perspective drawing. 
• Collage with old newspapers, magazines and some colour 

papers 
• Colouring and shading using colour pencils 
• Assisted in deciding the topics for drawing competition 

and selecting winners for the same 
• Helped with judgement of essay competition and creative 

book maintenance  



PRA 
FIELD WORK AND TOOL DESIGN

Participatory Rural Appraisal method based child poverty data collection in 
Aathupalam, a village near Coimbatore. PRA approach aims to incorporate the 
knowledge and opinions of rural people in the planning and management of 
development projects and programmes.

Empowerment means that people, especially poorer people, 
are enabled to take more control over their lives, and secure a 
better livelihood with ownership and control of productive 
assets as one key element. Decentralisation and empowerment 
enable local people to exploit the diverse complexities of their 
own conditions, and to adapt to rapid change

“



A transect walk is a tool for 
describing and showing the location 

and distribution of resources, 
features, landscape, and main land 

uses along a given transect.  

01START

VILLAGE MAP
A diagrammatic 

representation( 2 dimensional 
drawing) of spatial arrangement 
or distribution of roads, houses, 

shops, etc. over an area.

02

WEALTH RANKING
A table for marking the wealth 

distribution in a village as 
perceived by the villagers. 

03

PRA TOOLS

This is to have a bird’s view of the 
village from all directions. 

VILLAGE 
A diagrammatic 
representation( 
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HISTORICAL PROFILE
Details of the development over 
time on child poverty scenario 

and the reasons for the same in a 
tabular format. A pattern 

emerges from the changes that 
has happened in the area that 
can be further implemented or 

new changes can be made.
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SEASONAL CALENDAR
Seasonal calendars are useful for evaluation as 

they can help analyse time-related cyclical 
changes in data. It is a participatory tool to 

explore seasonal changes (e.g. gender-specific 
workload, diseases, income, expenditure etc.) 
These charts show monthly changes in climate 

(rainfall or temperature) or agricultural 
activities (agricultural hours worked, different 

activities undertaken, crop cycles).
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VENN DIAGRAM

This is to know the institution  and 
interventional programs needed by the 
villagers for development like School, 

Hospital, market, Bank etc… 
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SCHOLARSHIP 
BROCHURE 
DESIGN

15 years at a glance







VERIFICATION BY DATA COLLECTION   



CASE STUDY  
DANIEL SELVAN

I am very happy to have gotten a job now. I can repay my loan and support my family 
better. I love photography and want to work to bring a change in people’s lives, specially 
the underprivileged children.



U S E R  S T U D I E S
Contextual inquiry - Mobile penetration amongst youths 



Majority of the mobile users 
in India are young adults





GOAL
A research conducted amongst a heterogeneous group of young 
adults in the age group 18 - 24 to find out the density of 
penetration of smartphones in that age group. This is expected to 
fetch us patterns about what they use phones for - calling, 
messaging, education, business, entertainment, calculations and 
mainly medical purposes.



• The sample consists of youths hailing from rural, urban and peri-urban (Rurban)  

• The sample should preferably have equal number of boys and girls and a heterogenous mixture of income, 
living conditions, family status, culture, language known( if possible), literacy levels etc.  

• The youngsters could be still studying or stopped studying. They can be on a break before higher studies, 
already working, married or had no previous education.  

• The can also be new to using phones, proficient phone users, own phones or use their siblings phone. Some 
should be using phone stealthily. Some own more than one.  

• (No user is a good or bad sample. The more the diversity the better the sample set)

DEMOGRAPHY



• The demographic details and the medical facilities in the vicinity 
• The access to these 
• The awareness to access these 
• Mode of communication prevalent in the locality 
• Hospitals, clinics, doctor’s and nurse’s home nearby 
• Any ambulance located near by 
• Time taken to access the facilities if any

OTHER INFORMATION COLLECTED





FINDINGS

• C-PU-U1-22 He has a method to use the micromax phone despite the phone being broken and having touchpad 
problems 

• C-PU-U1-40 Friends discuss about apps, "new app irunda send pannuda"  

• C-PU-U1-51 Downloaded hammer VPN - an app that can track wifi and passwords and help one use neighbour's wifi 
stealthily 

• C-PU-U2-14 "use pannina android daan"  - so the user waited to save and buy his own phone 

• C-PU-U3-08 A lot of touch screens are broken and cannot be repaired. The new phones are becoming use and 
throw while old basic model handsets are still in working condition after years INSIGHT   

• C-PU-U3-13 A lot of people working spend time after dinner till they sleep on phones and internet



• C-PU-U3-16 Most people charge phones in the morning while getting ready  

• C-PU-U3-17 People are free in the evenings while travelling or after dinner and are on social media while most 
mornings are used for charging IN  

• C-PU-U3-18 No dual sim feature and hence forced to carry two phones around BD 

• C-PU-U3-22 As people get busy with college or work they trend to use phones less and feel there is no need of 
expensive smartphones IN  

• C-PU-U3-28 Many users download apps when the see advertisements and notifications. KO 



PHONES USED FOR 
MEDICAL PURPOSES

• C-PU-U3-42 Users who have had experiences or some emergencies have contacts saved on their phones others 
say they can go to the hospital in case of any and there is no need for a number  

• C-PU-U3-39 When user's mother was in hospital she called up her friend who had a phone and arranged for an 
urgent injection US  

• C-PU-U5-17 There are many hospitals around the user's house and the phone numbers are not saved on his 
phone but his mother has all emergency number written down US  

• C-PU-U3-41 The user has a doctor's number and medical shop's number saved on her phone KO  

• C-PU-U1-53 He searched the internet for medical drugs, anti retro viral drug for treatment against HIV US  

• User uses an app to check if the prescribed medicine and the dosage is right. He checks for side effects also



THANK YOU


