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Use of the prototype significantly reduced the plucking effort required to

detach tea-leaves as well as pain experienced during tea-leaf plucking. The

slight improvement in the quality of plucked leaves may be accounted for due

to the slower, more careful sequence of operations whilst using the

prototype.

The weight of plucked leaves in comparison to hand plucking is expected to

rise once the tea-pluckers are allowed to familiarize themselves with using

the prototype for a longer duration and more training.

Although no-one was injured during the user-trials, further refinement of the

prototype could incorporate safety considerations to avoid accidental injuries.
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