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Introduction

This is one of the tales in a collection called ‘Aithihyamaala'.

Re-telling the story of rivalry between King Samoothiri of Kozhikode 
kingdom and King Kolathiri of Kolathunadu kingdom(northern part of 
the present day Kerala state), packed in humour.



Story

Before the advent of the British, the Samoodiri (origin: Samoodrathiri meaning the overlord
of the oceans) Raja of Kozhikode (Zamorin of Calicut) used to rule over the Malabar coast of
Kerala.

The kingdom of Calicut was the most powerful one in North-Central Kerala with trade ties
with countries across the seas. The smaller states surrounding his kingdom accepted his
suzerainty. However Kolathiri of Kolathanadu had a long standing feud with the Samoodiri.

Once when Kolathiri was paying a visit to Samoodiri, Samoodiri asked him

‘Kolathiri kathumo?’ Will Kolathiri burn? (thiri means wick).

Kolathiri asked him in return

‘Sa moori kuthumo?’ Will the bull sting? (moori means bull).

To which Samoodiri replied

‘Kolathiri kathiyaal samoori kuthum’ (If Kolathiri burns then Samoodiri will sting).



A few days later Samoodiri received an exquisitely carved treasure chest as a gift from 
Kolathiri. Now the minister who was present during the meeting of the kings, 
remembered the conversation and  advised the guards to dip the chest in water 
before opening it. 

When they opened it was found to be full of now wet gunpowder explosives which 
would have gone off.

In return Samoodiri ordered a gift to be sent to Kolathiri on the advice of the minister. 
News of how the minister saved Samoodiri’s life had reached Kolathanadu. 

On receiving the gift Kolathiri’s Prime Minister decided to imitate Samoothiri’s
minister and ordered the casket to be immersed in water. On opening, a swarm of 
bees emerged, extremely annoyed at being wet and stung Kolathiri and his courtiers 
hard.



Research



12th century map of Kerala



King Samoothiri’s Palace, Kozhikode                                         King Samoothiri(1495-1500)

(17th century – from Dutch archives)                                         painted by Veloso Salgado in 1898



Kozhikode port – 16th century



Padmanabhapuram Palace



Padmanabhapuram Palace
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