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The motivation



January 26, 2018

The 8 km exhausting trek



About Kanheri caves
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Kanheri caves lie in the forests of the
Sanjay Gandhi National Park in Borivali,
8 kms from Thane

The caves are around 7 kms from the
entrance of the park

Buses, rented bicycles and sharing cab
facilities are available to reach the cave



It is a cave complex consisting of 109 caves

Name comes from Krishnagiri( cave no. 21) or
Kanhagiri(cave no. 3,11,12)

Has more than 100 inscriptions in Brahmi, Devanagari
and Pahlavi

Built between 2nd century CE and 10th century CE

Types of caves:
m Chaityas (prayer halls)
m Viharas (residences)
m Water cisterns



Chaityas

Cave no.2




Cave no.3




Viharas

Cave no.31




Cave no.68

Cave no.70




Water cisterns

Cave no.5




Cave no.3



Current experience
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Observations



Most people came with their families or friends as an outing
The stream served as a bigger attraction than the caves

Barely any information boards or signages and no guides

Most visitors were occupied taking photographs

Very few people taking time off to read the existing information

The significance of the structures seems to be lost on them



“No maps around, had to ask the guard for directions”

“The statue is of Shiva and that (stupa) is a Linga”

“Could only cover 10-15 caves and then got tired”

“No signal so couldn’t google and information isn't accurate”

“Nice place to take selfies and photographs”



“Children wanted to know more, we googled about it”

“Elephanta was better”

“Copy of Ellora”

“One of the guards told us some stories about some caves”

“What are these(viharas) for?” They're so simple



A couple from Paris

“A monk for half a day”



A school teacher

‘I made my own list as | knew there
is no information here”



The senior guard

Questions asked

Time frame

Reason for excavation
By whom?

Importance of each cave
Their history
Inscriptions

Patronage

Water cisterns

Paintings

Monks -
where did they come from?
Where did they go?
What did they eat?
When did they pray?
When did they meet?
How were they buried?



Heritage walks with Dr. Suraj Pandit

“Take them back in time to live and
see the story”



Understanding Buddhism



Books

Mythology
Philosophy
History

Various schools of Buddhism



People

Th Thao Tr Vo (Catherine), a Vietnamese Nun

“Not many nuns, mostly monks”



Rigzen Norbu, a guide for the Ladakh Buddhist association

“I get to meet new people”



Lama Kazi, a Tibetan Lama

“I found my peace. There's respect for both
life and death. ”



The caretaker of Nipponzan Myohoji temple

“nam-myoho-rengey-kyo”



A friend of mine, a practising Buddhist

“Compassion in everyday life is a huge part
of every Buddhist civilization”



“To study the Buddha way is to study the
self”

-Japanese Zen master Dogen



“No one saves us but ourselves. No one can
and no one may. We ourselves must walk the
path.”

-Buddha






Designing an experience



A map



Large area

Multiple paths

Many caves (some that could be skipped)
Exhaustive - 5 hours and 10 kms

A map would help picture the topography



HANBIERIL CAVES.

REFERENCES.
Footpaths cut in rock
Steps cut. i rock
“. Watercourses
Cisterns. ®
Terraces excavated or embanked
The caves are indicated, by N* from 1to 99.

The leading caves are marked un red
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Photozincographed, Cov! Office, Poona, 1881
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A top view map would not give a complete idea of
the area as there are multiple levels

Providing trails along with user's current location
would also be helpful

The important caves could be marked

The type of cave should be marked
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A booklet



For the sake of the project, 14 of the most important caves (based
on their architecture and art) were chosen



A trail covering the major caves- A quest!
Each cave to be explored to discover a prominent feature
with visual clues

A route map to aid navigation



Contains information about the

caves along with a floor plan where needed
Gives the users cues to look around and
explore the caves

Compact sized

Black and white to make production more
affordable

A booklet would act as a guide






The main body of the stupa, or anda, represents our world, which
rises through the center of the Buddhist universe.

The yasti, which rises through the top of the anda, symbolizes
the axis mundi, the point at the center of the universe that
connects heaven and Earth.

The three stone disks on the yasti, called chhatraveli (or chatras)
represent the three jewels of Buddhism: the Buddha (Siddhartha
Gautama), the Dharma (the Law) and the Sangha (the monastic
community). They can also be seen as the Teacher, the Teaching
and the Taught. The yasti is surrounded by a small fence called
the harmika. The part of the stupa surrounded by the harmika is
a square area that represents the domain of the gods. Finally,
there are four gateways leading into the stupa called toranas,
which are aligned with the cardinal directions.

fig1: Stupa

Cave2

Cave 2 is a Chaitya-vihara cave and has five subdivisions. The
left most area is a vihara(2a) with cells. The three following
divisions (2b, 2¢c, 2d) have stupas, with the second one (2c)
damaged. The last 2 divisions to the right are one chamber with
a partition (2e) and another small chamber (2f).

Standing onthe corner of 2a onlooking stupa 2b, you can notice
graffiti by a British soldier from 1875.

Around this stupa you can notice a set of seven Buddhas known
as the Manushi Buddhas. Manushi Buddhas are the buddhas that
have taken a human form to live and work in the world out
of compassion for the suffering of living beings. The seventh
Manushi Buddha is Gautama Buddha or Shakya muni. The back

10

fig 4: floor plan of

cave 2

Pages from the booklet



Media
e Blog

https://experiencekanheri.wordpress.com

e Downloadable pdf


https://experiencekanheri.wordpress.com

Redesign of the
information panels



A color palette was chosen inspired by

Ancient Buddhist manuscripts
Robes worn by monks of different sects at Kanheri
To compliment the site
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