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Interpreting 
the meaning of Jihad

“ Strive Or struggling effort expended 

by the individual Muslim to walk 

in the path of the God”



Importance Of this topic

Helene Cooper & Mark Landler 

Washington: The US has be-
gun to mobilize a broad coali-
tion of allies behind potential
American military action in
Syria and is moving toward
expanded air strikes in north-
ern Iraq, administration offi-
cials said on Tuesday.

President Obama, the offi-
cials said, was broadening his
campaign against the Sunni
militants of ISIS and nearing
a decision to authorize air
strikes and airdrops of food
and water around the north-

ern Iraqi town of Amerli,
home to members of Iraq’s
Turkmen minority. The town
of 12,000 has been under siege
for more than two months by
the militants.

“Rooting out a cancer like
ISIS won’t be easy, and it won’t
be quick,” Obama said in a
speech on Tuesday to the
American Legion in Char-
lotte. He said that the US was
building a coalition to “take
the fight to these barbaric ter-
rorists,” and that the mili-
tants would be “no match” for
a united international com-
munity. Administration offi-
cials characterized the dan-

gers facing the Turkmen, who
are Shia Muslims considered
infidels by ISIS, as similar to
the threat faced by thousands
of Yazidis, who were driven to
Mount Sinjar in Iraq after at-
tacks by the militants. 

The UN special represen-
tative for Iraq, Nickolay Mla-
denov, said three days ago that
the situation in Amerli “de-
mands immediate action to
prevent the possible mas-
sacre of its citizens.”

As Obama considered new
strikes, the White House be-
gan its diplomatic campaign
to enlist allies and neigh-
bours in the region to in-
crease their support for Sy-
ria’s moderate opposition
and, in some cases, to provide
support for possible Ameri-
can military operations. The
countries likely to be enlisted
include Australia, Britain,
Jordan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
Turkey and the United Arab
Emirates, officials said.

The officials, who asked
not to be named discussing
sensitive internal delibera-
tions, said they expected that
Britain and Australia would
be willing to join the US in an
air campaign. The officials
said they also wanted help
from Turkey, which has mili-
tary bases that could be used
to support an effort in Syria.

Turkey is a transit route
for foreign fighters, including
those from the US and Europe
who have travelled to Syria to
join ISIS. Administration of-
ficials said they are now ask-
ing officials in Ankara to help
tighten the border. It is also
seeking intelligence and sur-
veillance help from Jordan
and financial help from Saudi
Arabia, which bankrolls
groups in Syria that are fight-
ing Assad. NYT NEWS SERVICE

Readies Coalition Before Air
Offensive In Syria And Iraq

US mobilizes allies for assault on ISIS

Rebels walk past damaged buildings in Karam al-Jabal neighbourhood of Aleppo 

AFP

Washington: California-
born Douglas McAuthur
McCain has become the first
American jihadi to have died
in Syria while fighting for
ISIS, a terrorist outfit that
has gained control of large
parts of Syria and Iraq.

The death of the 33-year-
old American has left many
top US officials seriously con-
cerned. “We were aware of
US citizen Douglas McAuth-
ur McCain’s presence in Sy-
ria and can confirm his
death. We continue to use ev-
ery tool we possess to disrupt
and dissuade individuals
from travelling abroad for vi-
olent jihad and to track and

engage those who return,”
Caitlin Hayden, spokesper-
son of the National Security

Council, the White House
said. According to the Bri-
tain-based Syrian Observato-
ry for Human Rights, McCain
died in a battle between rival
extremist groups in the sub-
urbs of Aleppo. 

His uncle, Ken McCain
told the CNN that Douglas
McCain converted from
Christianity to Islam several
years ago. The fact that he be-
came a jihadi left his family
“devastated” and “just as sur-
prised as the country,” the un-
cle said. The US estimates say
that there are about 100 Amer-
ican passport holders who
are fighting for ISIS in Syria
and Iraq. PTI

First American jihadi dies
fighting for Islamists in Syria

Douglas McAuthur McCain, 33, of
New Hope, Minnesota died in a
battle between rival extremist
groups in the suburbs of Aleppo

Reuters
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MATT DAMON USES TOILET WATER FOR ICE BUCKET
CHALLENGE TO HIGHLIGHT SCARCITY OF CLEAN WATER

PAMELA ANDERSON ASKS JUDGES TO DISMISS 
DIVORCE FILING AGAINST HUBBY RICK SALOMON

THE BIG PICTURE 
DOESN’T JUST COME 
FROM DISTANCE; IT ALSO 
COMES FROM TIME 

—SIMON SINEK 

David Jolly 

Paris: Christine Lagarde, the
head of the International
Monetary Fund, said on
Wednesday that French pros-
ecutors had placed her under
formal investigation over a
murky business affair that
dates to her time as finance
minister under former Presi-
dent Nicolas Sarkozy.

Lagarde said in a state-
ment through her lawyer that
she was being investigated
for “simple negligence,” by
the Court of Justice of the Re-
public, the judicial body that
is charged with investigating
the conduct of high govern-
ment officials. 

Lagarde, who has denied
wrongdoing from the start,
said in a statement that the
decision by a judicial commit-
tee to place her under formal
investigation was “totally un-
founded” and that she would
be returning to work in Wash-
ington on Wednesday. 

She made the announce-
ment a day after she was ques-
tioned for a fourth time in the
investigation of her role in
2008 during an arbitration
proceeding between the gov-
ernment and Bernard Tapie,
a cabinet minister and the for-
mer owner of the Adidas
sportswear empire. 

Prosecutors had assigned
Lagarde the status of “assist-
ed witness” in the case. Plac-
ing her under formal investi-
gation signals that
prosecutors believe they have
evidence of wrongdoing, but
the charge of negligence
hardly suggests high crimes.

Negligence by a govern-
ment official that makes pos-
sible the misappropriation or

embezzlement of public
funds is punishable with a
maximum fine of $19,800, and
up to one year in prison.

“After three years of in-
vestigation and dozens of
hours of interrogation, the
committee concluded that I
had not been guilty of any in-
fraction,” Lagarde said, “so it
was reduced to claiming that I
had been insufficiently vigi-
lant during the arbitration.”

In the French legal system,
a formal investigation sug-
gests prosecutors believe they
have enough of a case that
they may ultimately bring
criminal charges and trial.
Such investigations drag on
for years with no charges be-
ing filed before being dropped.
Since its creation in 1944, the
top IMF official has been a Eu-
ropean, with the job alternat-
ing among Western European
nations. Lagarde took over as
managing director in 2011 af-
ter her French predecessor,
Dominique Strauss-Kahn, left
in disgrace amid charges —
later dropped — that he sex-
ually assaulted a woman in a
New York hotel. NYT NEWS SERVICE

IMF chief under
lens for graft

case in France

IMF chief Christine Lagard said
the formal probe was ‘totally 
unfounded’

Reuters

Beijing: In a rare public ad-
mission of Pakistani links to
militancy in China’s Mus-
lim-majority Xinjiang prov-
ince, the official media here
on Wednesday said that the
co-founder of al-Qaida link-
ed East Turkestan Islamic
Movement (ETIM) was in-
doctrinated in a madarasa in
that country.

State-run China Daily to-
day published confessions of
Memetuhut Memetrozi, 41,
co-founder of ETIM which is
fighting for secession of Xin-
jiang from China. He is serv-
ing a life sentence for his in-

volvement in terrorist
attacks. According to confes-
sion statement released by
Xinjiang No. 1 Prison, Meme-
tuhut was repatriated by Pa-
kistan’s intelligence service
to China. 

Memetuhut said he trav-
elled around Central Asia
pursuing his interest in Is-
lam. In 1992, he enrolled in an
Arab-run school in Pakistan
where he came into contact
with young extremists. They
showed him books and vid-

eos about religious extre-
mism. “Such thoughts in his
head were like bugs that
grew bigger and bigger until
they took control of his mind
and body,” said Memetuhut,
who began to promote jihad.

The publication of Me-
metuhut’s confessions by
the state- run media marks a
departure from the past
when Chinese government
refrained from publicly crit-
icizing its ally over the infil-
tration of militants into Xin-
jiang which bordered
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
and Afghanistan. PTI

China’s Islamist outfit founder
admits to terror ties with Pak

RARE CONFESSION

Gaza: An open-ended 
ceasefire in the Gaza war
held on Wednesday as Prime
Minister Benjamin Neta-
nyahu faced strong criticism
in Israel over a costly con-
flict with Palestinian mili-
tants in which no clear vic-
tor emerged.

On the streets of the bat-
tered, Hamas-run Palesti-
nian enclave, people headed
to shops and banks, trying to
resume the normal pace of
life after seven weeks of
fighting. Thousands of oth-
ers, who had fled the battles
and sheltered with relatives

or in schools, returned
home, where some found on-
ly rubble. In Israel, sirens
warning of incoming rocket
fire from the Gaza Strip fell
silent, but media commenta-
tors, echoing attacks by
members of Netanyahu’s
governing coalition, voiced
disappointment over his
leadership during the most
prolonged Israeli-Palesti-
nian violence in a decade.

“After 50 days of warfare
in which soldiers and civil-
ians were killed and the na-
tion was placed in a state of
economic distress, we ex-

pected much more than a
ceasefire,” analyst Shimon
Shiffer wrote in Yedioth Ah-
ronoth, Israel’s biggest-sell-
ing newspaper. “We could
have expected the PM to go to
the president’s residence
and inform him of his deci-
sion to resign his post.”

Netanyahu, who has
faced constant sniping in his
cabinet from right-wing
ministers demanding mili-
tary action to topple Hamas,
made no immediate com-
ment on the Egyptian-medi-
ated truce deal that took ef-
fect on Tuesday. REUTERS

Day after Gaza truce, Israel 
PM in line of fire at home

HOME-BOUND: A Palestinian family leaves a UN-run shelter at a school on Wednesday after a ceasefire
was declared in the east of Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip 

Reuters

Kiev: The Ukrainian mili-
tary said on Wednesday that
more Russian soldiers had
crossed the border into east-
ern Ukraine, entering the
small town of Amvrosiyivka
in five armoured infantry
carriers and a truck.

The report of a further
cross-border incursion by
Russian troops followed the
capture by Ukrainian govern-
ment forces of a group of Rus-
sian paratroopers in roughly
the same area. 

Moscow said the captured
troops had strayed into Uk-
raine by mistake but Kiev
said they had been on a “spe-
cial mission” linked to the
pro-Russian separatist rebel-
lions in the east.

“Five armoured infantry
carriers and one Kamaz truck
entered Amvrosiyivka with
men in them,” military
spokesman Andriy Lysenko
told journalists in Kiev.

“If this tactical group got
lost and accidentally came in-
to Ukraine like the para-
troops of the 98th paratroop
division then it remains for
us to remind them that they
can return to Russia, taking
an easterly direction,” Lysen-
ko remarked.

Fighting was meanwhile
continuing in key settle-
ments near the rebel-held city

of Donetsk despite peace
talks on Tuesday in Minsk be-
tween Ukrainian President
Petro Poroshenko and Rus-
sia's Vladimir Putin at which
the Ukrainian leader pledged
to work on a road map that
would lead to a ceasefire.

Over the past 24 hours, Ly-
senko said, there had been in-
tense fighting further north
near the town of Horlivka and
Ilovaysk, about 50km away in
which around 200 separatists
had been killed and their
tanks and missile systems
had been destroyed.

Thirteen Ukrainian ser-
vice personnel had been
killed in the past 24 hours in
34 clashes at points across
eastern and south-eastern
Ukraine. REUTERS

More Russian
troops crossed
border: Ukraine

A group of Russian servicemen,
who are detained by Ukrainian
authorities, in Kiev on Wednesday 

Reuters

Dolan Springs (Arizona): A
9-year-old girl accidentally
killed an Arizona shooting in-
structor as he was showing her
how to use an automatic Uzi,
authorities said on Tuesday.

Charles Vacca, 39, died on
Monday shortly after being
airlifted to University Medi-
cal Center in Las Vegas, Mo-
have County sheriff ’s offi-
cials said. Vacca was
standing next to the girl at the
Last Stop outdoor shooting
range in White Hills when she
pulled the trigger and the re-
coil sent the gun over her
head, investigators said.

Authorities said the girl
was at the shooting range

with her parents. Her name
was not released. A woman
who answered the phone at
the shooting range said it had
no comment. She did not pro-
vide her name. It is not known
if the range had an age limit
on shooting or if the girl was
going through a safety class.

Ronald Scott, a firearms
safety expert, said shooting
ranges have an age limit and
safety rules when teaching
children to shoot. He said in-
structors usually have their
hands on guns when children
are firing high-powered
weapons. “You can’t give a 9-
year-old an Uzi and expect her
to control it,” Scott said. AP

Girl, 9, accidentally
kills gun instructor

Bogota: One of Colombia’s
most feared drug cartel as-
sassins walked free on Tues-
day after serving 22 years in
jail for scores of murders or-
dered by notorious drug lord
Pablo Escobar during the co-
caine trafficking heyday of
the 1980s, police said.

Jhon Jairo Velasquez,
known by his alias ‘Popeye,’
was released early from the
high security Combita pris-
on in central Boyaca after
completing about three fifths
of his sentence and receiving
a reduction for studying and
good behaviour. He left the
prison heavily guarded by
state-provided protection.

Velasquez, 52, was Esco-
bar’s chief hitman during
the bloodiest days of the infa-
mous Medellin Cartel, which

shipped billions of dollars of
cocaine to the US and Europe.

The prolific assassin, who
has admitted to killing hun-
dreds of Escobar’s enemies,
was on the frontlines of gris-
ly gangland battles for terri-
tory and trafficking routes.
He was indirectly behind
thousands of deaths by kill-
ers on Escobar’s payroll.

One of Escobar’s inner
circle, Velasquez was in-
volved in crimes, including
the 1989 assassination of
presidential candidate Luis
Carlos Galan and the bomb-
ing of an Avianca commer-
cial flight that same year that
killed all 107 on board. REUTERS

Escobar’s hitman ‘Popeye’ freed
after 22 yrs for ‘good behaviour’

‘Popeye’ was jailed in Colombia
for scores of murders during 
the cocaine trafficking heyday 
of the 1980s

AFP

Nick Cummingbruce

Geneva: Public executions,
often beheadings, are be-
coming a “common specta-
cle” in parts of Syria con-
trolled by Islamic militants,
and government forces
there continue to massacre
and torture civilians, a Unit-
ed Nations panel said in a re-
port released on Wednesday.

The three-year civil war
in Syria, which began be-
tween government and op-
position groups, has evolved
into multiple, shifting con-
flicts in which government
forces and Islamic militants
commit war crimes and
crimes against humanity,
the four-member panel said
in a report based on testimo-
ny collected in the six
months that ended July 21.

“Government forces con-
tinued to perpetrate mas-
sacres and conduct wide-
spread attacks on civilians,”
the panel said, “systemati-
cally committing murder,
torture, rape and enforced
disappearance.”

“Executions in public
spaces have become a com-
mon spectacle on Fridays”
in the regions of Raqqah
and Aleppo, which are con-
trolled by the ISIS, the panel
said. It cited dozens of docu-
mented beheadings and de-
scribed how ISIS encour-
aged residents to watch
them. Some victims’ bodies
were displayed on crucifixes
for days afterward as a
warning to residents, the re-
port added. NYT NEWS SERVICE

UN: Public
executions

very common
in rebel areas

The ISIS is holding hostage a
young American woman

who was doing humanitarian
aid work in Syria, a family
representative said. The
26-year-old woman is the third
American known to have been
kidnapped by the radical group.
The 26-year-old woman was
captured last year while
working with thumanitarian
groups in Syria. AP

US woman held
hostage in Syria

Russian courts on Wednes-
day ordered the temporary

closure of three McDonald’s
restaurants in Moscow over
breaches of sanitary rules,
news agencies reported, amid
a standoff with the West over
Ukraine. The restaurants on
Moscow’s Manezh square, un-
der the walls of the Kremlin, at
Pushkin Square and on Pros-
pect Mira have been closed
since last week following an
order from state food safety
watchdog Rospotrebnadzor.

Experts find 283 DNA 
samples from MH17 site: 
Experts working to identify the
victims of Malaysia Airlines
Flight 17 have gathered DNA

samples from 283 people and
have positively identified 173.
Wim Heijnen of the Nether-
lands Forensic Institute said
today the DNA samples do not
all correspond to a victim’s
identification. Some of the
samples could be from work-
ers who gathered the bodies
where the jet was shot down in
eastern Ukraine.

Foreign nurses to undergo
shorter tests for UK jobs:
Britain has relaxed rules for
employment of foreign nurses,
including from India, to try and
plug a severe shortage in the
country’s health system. Over-
seas applicants will now face
shorter computer-based tests
in simulated clinical scenarios
from October to check they are
fit to work in the UK, and no
longer require a supervised
work placement which could
last up to three months.

US is graveyard of human
rights, says N Korea: North
Korea’s government on
Wednesday said that the 
police shooting of an unarmed
black 18-year-old in Ferguson,
Missouri, is evidence that the
US is a “graveyard of human
rights.” The comments by a
foreign ministry spokesman fit
a pattern by North Korea of
seizing any opportunity to turn
the table on Washington’s
longstanding criticism of the
North as one of the world’s
worst human rights abusers.

Stephen King set for a 
cameo in ‘Under the Dome’:
Author Stephen King, who
penned the book behind the
horror series ‘Under the
Dome,’ will appear on the show
in a guest role. “It’s really such
an honour for all of us,” said
the show’s actress Mackenzie
Lintz.

AROUND THE WORLD

PAINTING THE TOWN RED: People throw tomatoes at one another during the annual ‘tomatina’ 
festival in the village of Bunol, 50km outside Valencia, Spain, on Wednesday. Trucks dumped 125 tonnes
of tomatoes for some 22,000 participants from all over the world

3 McDonald’s
shut down in
Moscow
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Thiruvananthapuram:
Four days after resigning
from the post of governor,
Sheila Dikshit on Saturday
cleared the appointment of
the state institute of edu-
cation technology (SIET)
director and Kerala Con-
gress nominee Babu Sebas-
tian as the vice-chancellor
of M G University.

A search committee,
headed by chief secretary
E K Bharat Bhushan, had
on Friday submitted a list
of three candidates for the
post of VC, to the governor.
The post has been lying va-
cant after the ouster of A V
George, also a KC (M) nomi-
nee. The governor had in
May last decided to oust Ge-
orge, accused of furnish-

ing false information in his
biodata.

Dikshit appointing Se-
bastian as the VC has trig-
gered a debate over the pro-
priety of an outgoing
governor taking an impor-
tant decision.

“There arises an issue
of propriety when a gover-
nor prefers to take deci-
sions on matters of impor-
tance even after he or she
officially expressed the

wish to relinquish the of-
fice,” said C P Udhayabha-
nu, a senior lawyer at the
high court. “The decision,
if it was taken on an issue
which demanded immedi-
ate attention is a different
matter. But in this case, the
outgoing governor should
have in fact deferred the de-
cision,” he said.

Meanwhile, sources
said apprehensions over
the political inclination of

ted to the governor. Prasan-
na Kumar was considered
for the VC post in MG and
Kerala Universities last
time as well.

Congress MLA and sen-
ate nominee Benny Beha-
nan proposed the name of
Sebastian and was backed
by the chief secretary.
Though the UGC nominee
favoured Thomas, Sebas-
tian got more support.

Sebastian was earlier
nominated to the M G Uni-
versity syndicate as a Ker-
ala Congress nominee. He
later got appointed as the
director of SIET during the
previous UDF govern-
ment. He later became
close to CPM leader and
former education minister
M A Baby, and continued as
the SIET director.

new governor and his re-
sponse to the recommenda-
tions of a Congress-led
government, forced the
UDF government to rush
the selection of the VC,
which got the governor’s
approval.

The search committee,
formed a month ago, held
its first sitting on Friday
and shortlisted candi-
dates. The panel received
14 applications, sources
said.

Besides Sebastian, who
had worked as a Malayalam
lecturer at Pala, St. Tho-
mas College, V Prasanna
Kumar, a professor of geol-
ogy attached to the Kerala
University, and polymer
chemistry professor Sabu
Thomas of MG University,
too, were in the list submit-

Search Panel Shortlists Three; Babu Sebastian Posted Vice-Chancellor 

Dikshit appoints MGU VC, sparks row 
BS.Anilkumar@timesgroup.com Sheila Dikshit’s appointing

Babu Sebastian as the 
vice-chancellor of Mahatma
Gandhi University has triggered a
debate over the propriety of an
outgoing governor taking an
important decision

Kozhikode: A noted Mus-
lim cleric in the state on Sat-
urday issued a fatwa, asking
his community members to
boycott the Islamic State of
Iraq and Syria (ISIS) and
other terrorist organiza-
tions. 

In his decree, the general
secretary of All India Sunni
Jam-e-yyathul Ulema,
Shaikh Abu Bakr Ahmad,
said favouring the extremist
organizations is antithetical
to the Islamic Shariah.

“The Muslim world is in
dire need to take cognizance
of the threats posed by the
anti-Islamic outfits. The mil-
itant groups among Mus-
lims are causing harm to Is-
lam in the false garb of
Islamists. Any support or
endorsement to the extre-
mist and terrorist organiza-
tions goes completely
against the Islamic Sha-

riah,” the Sunni-Sufi Islam-
ic scholar said. Stating that
the ISIS or their self-pro-
claimed Khalifates does not
represent Islam by any
means, the fatwa said, “They
are not just anti-Islamic but
are enemies of the 
humanity.”

“Their ruthless activ-
ities against people in Iraq
and Syria are not meant for
helping Muslims but defame
Islam. Their anti-western
interpretation of Islam is
only aimed to serve their po-
litical agendas in the wider
Muslim world. AGENCIES

Fatwa against ISIS
terror, Khalifates

Kochi: Prime minister Narendra Modi’s
grand plan to reach out to schoolchildren via

videoconferencing on Teach-
er’s Day has left Kerala schools
in a dilemma as most of them
will close for Onam vacation
on September 5.

The all-Kerala CBSE
schools management associ-

ation held a meeting in Kochi on Saturday af-
ter they received a strong directive from the
director of public instructions to ensure
proper facilitation for all children to watch
Modi speak.

“We can’t make small children wait
through the day. The meeting mooted the pos-
sibility of organizing a facility at a common
point where high school and senior children
could be assembled,” said Indira Rajan, gen-
eral secretary of the association.

Almost all schools have also planned
Onam celebrations on the day. Some schools
said they would stop the programme during
the PM’s address and continue with it after he
signs off. “However, we all agree that it will be
taxing on the small kids,’’ she said.

T P M Ibrahim Khan, managing trustee of
the Al-Ameen education group, welcomed the
initiative. “But, we won’t ask any child whose
class gets over in the forenoon to wait at the
school. We will make arrangements for the
available strength to watch the Modi ad-
dress,’’ Khan said.

Sacred Heart CMI School in Kochi wel-
comed the decision, but its vice-principal Vi-
nitha Mendez felt the timing and the day se-
lected was wrong. “Since the next day is
Onam, everybody wants to leave early and go

to their native places,” she said.
Some Muslim school managements felt

the decision was improper. The Muslim Edu-
cational Society, which runs several educa-
tional institutions, said the move would set a
bad precedent.

"We feel that it will set a bad precedent.
What if Kerala's education minister P K Abdu
Rabb also insists that his address should also
be telecast compulsorily across all schools in
the state on the occasion," MES president P A
Fazal Gafoor said.

However, K K Beeran Haji of KKM Higher
Secondary School, Cheekode, Malappuram
said all schools should follow the government
order to telecast Modi’s speech. "There is no
need to make it a controversy as it would not
be a political speech. We will follow the educa-
tion department’s order,” he said.

Director of public instructions Gopalak-
rishna Bhat said in a statement that arrange-
ments were being made to enable 42 lakh
school students in the state to watch or hear
the PM’s address. 

He said facilities were being made for stu-
dents from class I to Plus Two to watch the
PM’s address. The Victers channel of the edu-
cation department would also telecast the
programme, scheduled from 2.30pm to
4.45pm. The department would also webcast
the programme on www.victers.itschool.go-
v.in.

The state education department expects
around 32 lakh students in 995 schools to
watch the programme through webcasting
and the rest 10 lakh to watch it on Victers
channel. At schools without electricity, ar-
rangements will be made for students to hear
the speech on radio. IT@School will give the
technical support.

Onam may take sheen
out of Modi’s address

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Kochi: Southern Railway
will operate special trains to
clear the extra rush of pas-
sengers in view of Onam fes-
tivities. It has also revised the
timings of several trains.

The Ernakulam Jn-Chen-
nai Central Superfast weekly
Special will leave Ernakulam
at 7pm on September 4 and 11
to arrive at Chennai at 7.15am
next day. The Chennai–Er-
nakulam Superfast weekly
special (06345) will leave
Chennai at 10.30pm on Sep-

pairing train will leave Man-
galore Junction at 2.45pm on
September 5 and 12 and reach
Chennai Central at 7.45am
next day.

The Thiruvananthapu-
ram Central–Chennai Cen-
tral special train (06348) will
leave Thiruvananthapuram
Central at 7pm on September
3 and will reach Chennai Cen-
tral at 11.30am next day.

Advance reservation for
the above trains has already
commenced. TNN

tember 5 and 12 to arrive at Er-
nakulam at 10.45am next day.

The Nagercoil-Mangalore
Special will leave Nagercoil at
9pm on September 7 and re-
ach Mangalore at 12.45pm
next day. The Mangalore –Na-
gercoil will leave at 2.45pm on
September 8 to arrive at Na-
gercoil at 5.50am next day.

The Chennai–Mangalore
Superfast will leave Chennai
at 6.30 pm on September 4 and
11 and reach Mangalore Junc-
tion at 11.15am next day. The

Special trains to clear rush during Onam

Shaikh Abu Bakr
Ahmad said
favouring the
extremist
organizations is
antithetical to the
Islamic Shariah
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Where did the idea of love jihad take root?
Though the term love jihad was not used, the 
idea was used as early as the riot-prone 1920s 
in UP, particularly western UP. In fact, the 
very same places where it is being talked of  
now. There were some factors: the Moplah 
Rebellion in Kerala had pitted Muslim agita-
tors against high-caste Hindu landlords. And 
the non-cooperation movement had just 
ended so there was little to bind communities 
together. In this context, the Arya Samaj and 
Hindu Mahasabha used the idea of  the 
humiliation of  a woman’s body as a glue to 
bring cohesion in the fractured Hindu iden-
tity. In Bengal, the Nari Raksha Samiti was 
talking of  forced abduction and conversion 

of  Hindu women as well. Everything was 
used to spread the fear — courts, law, papers, 
gossip, rumours. Pamphlets and handbills 
with titles like ‘Hindu auraton ki loot’ were 
distributed. It was an orchestrated campaign 
that worked up the cliché of  Muslim goondas 
preying on the honour of  innocent Hindu 
women. In most cases, as documented in the 
UP police abstracts of  those years, these were 
cases of  romance and elopement.
How much damage can the campaign inflict to-
day on social ties between Hindus and Muslims?
It will create bigger, deeper communal prob-
lems than ever before. The idea of  love jihad 
has now acquired an international and more 
menacing tone because of  Islamist terror-
ism. Then there is social media — you just 
have to do a basic search on Facebook to find 
senseless, virulent stuff  on love jihad posted 
by right-wing elements today.  The insidious 
thing about the idea of  love jihad is that it 
does not need a cataclysmic event to create 
anxiety and distrust in the minds of  a com-
munity. The fears don’t seep into the public 
space but into your intimate spaces — your 
home, your bedroom, the common psyche.  
The impact is often much sharper and more 
dangerous than even a riot because it works 
very vividly in public imagination. Also the 
problem is that in an atmosphere like this, 
Muslim fundamentalism too is fanned. This 
has been proved historically.

But love jihad is off the BJP agenda, 
officially at least.

Yes, but it is talking in its resolution 

of  women of  one community being targeted 
by the men of  another. And it is obvious who 
they are referring to. Ironically, sexual ag-
gression is ingrained in the patriarchal fa-
milial structure. So you camouflage that by 
attributing all malevolence to another com-
munity. You know, in the 1920s, a big percent-
age of  these ‘sinister’ romances were be-
tween Muslim men and women who were 
marginalized in the Hindu community — 
widows (widow remarriage was rarely prac-
ticed), Dalit women or even sex workers. And 
Arya Samaj noticed this fact soon enough.
In this age is it easy to persuade people that 
smart young women are being gulled into rela-
tionships by fanatical young Muslim men?
The problem is that constant repetition of  
an idea gives it a stamp of  validity. I am not 
saying that there are no cases of  forced mar-
riages or conversions. But here, totally dif-
ferent cases and trajectories are made to 
appear similar till they become a trend, 
which they are not. And they pander to eve-
ry community cliché — that Muslim men are 
sexually charged and violent, that Hindu 
women are innocent but foolish and weak, 
and that Hindu men are strong and protective 
of  them. Look how the Dharma Raksha 
Samiti kicked off  its campaign on Raksha 
Bandhan in UP. As if  Hindu men never 
exploit women, emotionally or sexually.
You are saying there is hypocrisy in the idea of 
love jihad?
A woman deciding on her own love life or 
marriage is always seen as a threat in patri-
archical societies. It is easier to attribute a 
woman’s choice to sinister communal de-
signs than her own free will. There is a lot of  
anxiety about women exerting their intimate 
religious rights. It makes it seem as though 
male authority is slipping. 

For instance, in the 1920s there were 
diktats that Hindu women should not deal 
with Muslim tailors, grocers, teachers, 
even Muslim lac bangle sellers. They were 
asked instead to opt for glass bangles made 
by Hindu craftsmen. There were fears 
about the spaces where such romance could 
bloom, unobserved.

In western UP today, there is some pros-
perity, women’s aspirations are changing; 
the gender demarcation is changing. Inter-
religious romance is common. They had to 
crack down.

When the demolition of  the Babri Masjid 
was threatened in 1991, Parliament en-
acted a law prohibiting the conversion 
of  any place of  worship of  one religion 
into that of  another, the only exception 
being the Babri Masjid itself. Back then, 
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad sought to 

demolish 3,000 mosques, claiming these were once temples. 
This threatened 3,000 more clashes of  the Babri Masjid va-
riety, stoking communal carnage and destroying Indian 
secularism. The Masjid was ultimately demolished, but the 
new law helped prevent the disease spreading to other 
places of  worship.

The problem has returned in unexpected fashion in 
Aligarh. It must be tackled before it can grow.

In Aligarh, several dalits were once converted to Chris-
tianity by the Seventh Day Adventists. That organization 
then built a church for its new converts. However, 72 of  
these dalit Christians have been re-converted to Hinduism 
by the Dharam Jagran Vibhag (DJV), an RSS branch aim-
ing to stop conversions of  Hindus to other religions, and 
attempt re-conversion.

The DJV organized a “shuddhikaran” (cleansing cere-
mony) to wash away the Christian “taint” in Aligarh. A Shiv 
poster was put up in the church, but later removed. The 
alarmed Seventh Day Adventists locked up the church.

The danger is that the DJV and re-converts will seize the 
church and put up a temple there. “We have found a place 
near the chabootra (verandah). That is where we will set up 
the temple. I don’t have anything to say for the church. We 
have done the shuddhikaran in the building, whether they 
want to uproot the church or raze it to the ground is their 
headache. We will not let another church come up because 
there is no Christian left,” said DJV pramukh Rajeshwar 
Singh, who came from Uttarakhand for the re-conversion. 

Khem Chandra, a local member of  the DJV, added, 
“We will think about the church building. It belongs to 
the missionaries, but the ground on which it stands be-
longs to Hindustan. We will not compromise on our dharti 
(earth). We will meet the villagers and decide about the 
temple (coming up).” 

Now, our Constitution and laws clearly permit the con-
version and re-conversion of  individuals from and to any 
religion. The use of  financial and other inducements for 
conversion is illegal, but voluntary conversion is permitted 
freely. The Seventh Day Adventists and the DJV both have 
a right to convert people to their respective faiths.

The RSS claims that foreign Christian money is being 
used to “buy” converts to Christianity. This has certainly 
happened in some countries, leading to the derisive term 
“rice Christians”. But the Christians point out that overseas 
Hindus pour enormous sums into Indian religious organi-
zations. Besides, Indian temples and organizations have 
humungous wealth. If  indeed faith can be bought, Hindu 
organizations have a distinct financial advantage in India, 
and can easily outbid Christian ones.  

But this is just a distraction. Financial inducements 
for conversions are illegal. Only voluntary conversions 
are legal.  

What is clearly illegal, however, is the destruction of  a 
place of  worship, or its conversion into a place of  worship 
for another sect or religion. The 72 dalits in Aligarh can 
follow any religion they want, but cannot claim ownership 
of  the church, which belongs to the Seventh Day Adventists. 
The mere fact that the 72 dalits worshipped in that church 
does not make it their personal property, to be disposed of  
as they like. They can build a temple on any other land, close 
or far from the church. But they cannot claim, as DJV 
leader Khem Chandra has done, that the church building 
may belong to the Christians, but the ground underneath 
belongs to Hindustan.

Hindustan does not mean the exclusive land of  religious 
Hindus. Historically, Hindustan simply meant the land of  
the people of  the Indus valley. The Constitution is very clear 
that India is a land of  multiple religions where persons of  
all faiths are equal, and none can be discriminated against.

Let us hope good sense will prevail. There has been no 
violence so far, and the Seventh Day Adventists clearly want 
to avoid any clash. But their fear is palpable, and they won-
der if  threats to other churches will follow.

On Independence Day, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
called for communal peace. He should follow up by formal-
ly declaring that a place of  worship cannot change hands 
merely because local worshippers have converted. The UP 
Government should re-iterate that this is what the law says. 
But if  all major parties remain silent, it can only encourage 
those wishing to take the law into their hands. This tumour 
must be cut out before it becomes a malignant cancer. .
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For the commentator who is also 
a critic of  Narendra Modi, any 
judgment at any time, poses 
excruciating problems. As I begin 
my evaluation of  the Prime Min-
ister’s first 100 days, I am assailed 
by a powerful doubt: Will my 

prejudices undermine my objectivity? Will I be 
fair to the politician who is not my favourite poli-
tician? The PM’s acolytes assume pseudo-secular-
ists, liberals and soft lefties smack their lips at the 
opportunity to take another shot at the ‘most vili-
fied’ public figure in post-independent Bharat. 
Actually, many go through agonies.

In my case, to compensate for any overt and 
covert biases, I go the extra distance to ensure 
Mr Modi gets a fair deal. It is so much easier for 
a certified or recently baptized Modi follower to 
dash off  800 words than the commentator-critic.

So, let me state upfront that Mr Modi’s 100 days 
contain much that is positive and commendable. 
As a recent opinion poll revealed, support for the 
PM since May 2014 has actually gone up.

The business community is over the moon. 
For them Modi is no false prophet. One can 
detect an all-round toning up of  efficiency in the 
bureaucracy. Babus are coming on time, as are 
the trains. Almost every day, the PMO announc-
es a new policy, a new reorganization, faster 
clearance of  routine procedures. Modi has per-
sonally set a scorching pace. Apparently, he is a 
creative insomniac.

Take Friday August 29. The country woke up to 
the happy news that the PM had launched a bold and 
much-needed banking scheme targeting the poorest 
of  the poor. This financial inclusion will enable 
every adult citizen to possess a bank account. On 
the first day 1.5 crore accounts were opened.

On the same day, we learnt the PM had been 
tweeting in Japanese to the people of  that coun-
try. In spite of  some clumsiness in the handling 

of  foreign secretary talks with Pakistan, Modi 
is breaking new ground by reaching out to coun-
tries India had neglected. These are just a few of  
the positives.

Have I been fair? Even Mr Arun Jaitley would 
concede this is a balanced verdict. In fact, I have 
travelled further than the zealous Modi supporter, 
R Jagannathan of  First Post, who criticized Modi 
for refusing to initiate “aggressive reforms”. And 
compared to Ellen Barry of  the New York Times, 
I am an absolute angel! She reported recently on 
the “chorus of  disappointment” in the country 
with Modi, and added this punch line, “This dis-
enchantment is a reminder that the man India 
elected this year is, in many ways, a cipher.”

Ms Barry’s cipher-evaluation notwithstanding, 
the disenchantment is genuine. It derives from 
Modi’s approach to his job. When he secured the 
highest public office, his opponents pointed to his 
governing-style in his home state. It was one-man 
rule. I disagreed. Modi was too shrewd a politician 
not to understand the difference between Gujarat 

and India. I have been proved wrong.
Whatever our shortcomings, we are an open and 

argumentative people. When two or three of  us are 
gathered together, you can be sure of  a verbal feud. 
Foreigners complain that the besetting Indian sin 
is talking too much and doing too little. Indira Gan-
dhi’s Emergency failed because it could not stop 
the aam-aadmi’s propensity for ‘loose talk’.

Thank God! Loose talk is the country’s strength 
and the foundation of  our vibrant democracy. The 
PM clearly frowns on the habit. Ministers and 
party leaders in the BJP are under strict orders 
to follow the script handed down by him.

One could argue the PM is doing nothing more 
than imposing discipline. In reality, something 
more sinister is emerging. The word ‘Orwellian’ 
is casually bandied about. In this instance it is 
perilously close to the truth. Big Brother is watch-
ing. For starters, his eye is fixed on his own people. 
How they dress, who they meet, where they meet, 
what they say, whether they talk to journalists…
all is being monitored. Dissidents are quickly 

brought back into line with dubious tactics.
The phrase ‘control freak’ is increasingly being 

employed to describe the phenomenon. Is Naren-
dra Modi such a person? The American entrepre-
neur Ronald Perelman noted, “You can only be a 
control freak when you have weak people around 
you.” Is that what the PM is aiming for?

Any advice coming from me for Mr Modi will 
be construed as mischief. Nevertheless, I wish the 
PM gets his ‘chance’ to deliver what he promised 
to deliver. India is too vast, heterogeneous and 
capricious a country to be ruled by Big Brother 
tactics. If  he continues in his present mode he will 
probably be the victim of  an in-house coup. He 
must understand he is first among equals in the 
government he helped create. 

The writer is editorial chairman of  a media group 

 My Times, My Voice: Like this article? 
SMS MTMVCOL <space> Yes or No to 58888. 

Charges applicable. Rs 3 per sms

REVERTS

Email the editor at sunday.times@timesgroup.com 
with ‘Sunday Mailbox’ in the subject line. You may 
also post your letters to: Sunday Times of India, 7, 
Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi — 110103, 
marking the envelope ‘Sunday Mailbox’. Please 
mention your name and city

Arun Jaitley sure knows his au-
dience. There he was addressing 
an adoring, uncritical crowd in 
Mumbai earlier this week and 
assuring the converted that In-
dia’s ‘achhe din’ are already here. 
Nobody had the heart or guts to 

point out a few hard truths to the ministersaab,
especially after accurately deciphering his belliger-
ent mood and figuring out that discretion was 
definitely the better part of  valour that night. Jait-
ley ticked off  the media several times, even gloating 
that his government had successfully kept pesky 
mediawallas out (“Media knows little of  what’s 
going on in government”). Titters of  approval 
greeted his remark in the chandeliered ballroom 
filled to capacity with corporate and financial 
types. Jaitley had hit the right note with the crowd 
— he had identified and named a common enemy! 
Going by the coldness towards patrakars displayed 
by Prime Minister Modi during his first 100 days 
in office, it is safe to assume Jaitley was echoing 
his party’s considered policy decision. Well, it’s 
time to tell them, this sort of  a calculated media 
stand-off  has never worked in the long run. If  any-
thing, it has boomeranged.

Living with media scrutiny is not easy, and why 
should it be? A certain level of  discomfiture between 
government and media is essential, even healthy in 
a democracy. Most clever governments make their 
peace with the press, without necessarily playing 
ball with the stakeholders. A good rapport between 
the two is a prerequisite — provided both parties 
understand their respective roles and responsibili-
ties. The problems kick in when so-called friend-
ships and fake coziness get in the way. Just as the 
movie press can never be buddy-buddy with film 
stars, self-respecting political/economic journos 
cannot report in an unbiased fashion if  they are on 
first name terms with politicos/businesspeople. 
Jaitley went out of  his way to underline his party’s 
aversion to the media. Whatever could not be ration-
alized or convincingly explained by him was the 
fault of  the press — for misquoting, misconstruing, 
misrepresenting — you get the drift. At that point, 
Jaitley sounded alarmingly like a miffed Bollywood 
superstar blaming the press after a big-ticket block-
buster flops at the box office despite sky-high hype.  
Unlike thin-skinned movie stars  who refuse to take 
responsibility for movies that tank, one hopes the 
BJP government (which had such a great ‘initial 
opening’), will continue its healthy run  at the box 
office called ‘India’ without making presswallas the 
scapegoats for its own lapses.

This week has not augured terribly well for 
Modi’s team, with two potentially damaging scan-
dals tainting its image (Rajnath Singh and Sadan-

anda Gowda). In both cases, it’s the sons of  these 
ministers who have embarrassed the party boss-
es. Add to that, the ignominy of  sidelining stal-
warts like LK Advani and Murli Manohar Joshi 
by shoving them into inconsequential roles of  
zero value (pray what exactly do ‘margdarshaks’ 
do?). Let’s leave the ‘love jihad’ nonsense out of  
the discussion for the moment. Mr Modi can tweet 
away in Japanese, Swahili and Mandarin — we 
are happy to settle for straightforward Hindi. How 
will he be able to contain the rumblings within 
his inner circle? Is the press responsible for the 
mess? Did the press create it?

No sir, Mr Jaitley. With all our sins of  omission 
and commission, the press has a key role to play 
in monitoring governance. Your party cannot and 

should not diminish the fourth estate by running 
the institution down in public. Conversely, the press 
has to be open to the same level of  scrutiny that it 
subjects others to. Had Jaitley not taken an adver-
sarial position and talked instead about strengthen-
ing ties between the government and press, his 
remarks would have led to a far healthier dialogue 
in the future. Whether you like it or not, Mr Jaitley, 
the press is not going to put its tail between its legs 
and slide away meekly. Uncomfortable questions 
will be asked. Answers to those will be sought. 
That’s how it should be. You sir, spent 19 long 
months inside Tihar jail during the Emergency. 
You, more than most, know what it is like to live 
with submission and suppression. A confident gov-
ernment does not distance itself  from the people 
or the press. On the contrary, the press is taken into 
confidence when crucial decisions are made, and 
citizens are indirectly co-opted into participating 
in the functioning of  a larger family called the na-
tion. After all, it helps to remember we are all on 
the same side, and batting for the same team. The 
captain may change but the game remains the same.

It is wise to heed Lord Ganesha — there’s still 
time for the asli achhe din to begin.
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I DON’T WANT TO
PUT THE CART
BEFORE THE HORSE:
WE DON’T HAVE A
STRATEGY YET
US PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA’S COMMENT
ON THE EFFORT TO COMBAT ISIS HAS BEEN
MOCKED BY THE REPUBLICANS AND THE MEDIA

Why Jaitley sounds like a 
thin-skinned film star

Turning dreams into reality  
‘Make in India’ will happen only when 
we will have strong leaders like the ones 
who fought against the British and strived 
to get us Independence. We have to battle 
and win against both the corrupt and 
corruption. All of us, irrespective of region 
and religion, have to raise our voices 
for the politics of development rather 
than the politics of power. Only then, 
‘achhe din’ will happen.

                         Sanjay Mohanty, Vapi 

Regressive repercussions     
Apropos ‘Unhappy Hours’ (Deep Focus, Aug 
24), while Goa doesn’t want bikini-clad 
tourists on its beaches, Kerala has decided 
to close down its bars and is moving 
towards ushering in total prohibition in the 
next ten years. Isn’t it a paradox that while 
the world marches forward, some well-
known tourist destinations are taking 
regressive steps? The decision to close 
down bars will not only hurt Kerala 
government’s revenues, it will also give a 
boost to the illicit liquor industry.  

KP Rajan, Mumbai

Instruments of change
With reference to Swami’s column (ATM, 
Aug 24), the time is now right for dalits to 
enter the business sector, seek new avenues 
in entrepreneurship and become effective 
instruments of social change. With nearly 
two million dalits entering the labour force 
every year, the need for a new paradigm of 
social justice is manifest.  

Pradip Sethi, Bhubaneswar

FAITH FRACAS: A Shiv poster was put up in the Aligarh 
church, and removed. But the danger persists

Stop new Babri 
movement 

against churches

BY INVITATION
VINOD MEHTA

PRESS PAUSE: A calculated media stand-off never 
works; in fact, it has a habit of boomeranging

Cheers for the creative insomniac, jeers for the control freak

Love jihad is insidious; the fear 
seeps into the home, the bedroom

Historian Charu Gupta
has extensively explored 
the links between sexuality, 
politics, culture and 
religious identity in 
colonial Uttar Pradesh. 
She believes that 
the current love jihad 
campaign taps into the 
anxieties of a patriarchal 
society where women are 
asserting themselves in 
matters of love and 
marriage. Constant 
repetition of the idea will 
give the construct a stamp 

of validity, 
she tells 

Malini 
Nair

SWAMINOMICS
SWAMINATHAN S ANKLESARIA AIYAR

REPLAY 

And the winner of the 
e-commerce war is…

For the last ten years, India’s politi-
cian and policymakers have been try-
ing to prevent the entry of  the large 
Western retail chains to save the kira-
na store. But this is now irrelevant. 
The era of  great big retail chains, 
which came up in America in the 1920s 
and Europe in the 1950s, has effec-

tively ended. As we speak, these chains are being deci-
mated by the rise of  e-commerce. For India to debate 
and build legislation around this already-defunct idea 
would be like debating whether or not to create highways 
for bullock carts when cars have already arrived.

Indian e-commerce sites are growing rapidly be-
cause of  two factors — access to unlimited capital and 
the ability to provide a long tail without the investment 
needed in inventory.

This surge of  capital is a result of  America and 
Europe’s bulging pension funds which are looking to 
invest in consumer industries in emerging markets 

hoping to get a higher return. For these funds, the 
Indian retail market represents one of  the last great 
consumer growth stories.

The reason e-commerce companies need so much 
capital is because they have to effectively create a whole 
logistics capability, spend a massive amount on cus-
tomer acquisition through advertising and constantly 
invest in the latest technologies. What drives this is the 
simple mantra, “scale or fail” i.e. if  you don’t grow rap-
idly you will either go bankrupt when your investors 
stop pouring in cash or get acquired as has happened 
with Myntra which was acquired by Flipkart.

Retail is shifting from stores to e-commerce because 
only e-commerce has what is called the “long tail” — the 
ability to carry a virtually unlimited variety of  product 
and offer this to the customer in the most remote loca-
tions at a price their local stores cannot compete with.

E-commerce is a winner-takes-all game; in the end, 
there can only be one major company per market. 
Right now in India there are three large-scale players: 
Amazon, Snapdeal, and Flipkart. Only one can survive 
and the survivor will then command a huge valuation 
probably in the range of  $25 to 30 billion. In e-com-
merce, it’s not “the survival of  the fittest: it’s the sur-
vival of  the richest”.

Amazon will survive the first round. Their market 
cap is $150 billion, which is about 8% of  India’s GDP 
of  $1.8 trillion. Imagine just one company is worth 8% 
of  the GDP of  1.3 billion people and that company 
loses money even today. Flipkart and Snapdeal will 
continue to compete with each other until one is tri-
umphant and the other either folds or is bought up. 
And then finally, several years down the line, Amazon 
and this other company will battle, and the winner 
will become India’s largest retailer and one of  its most 
valuable companies.  

Meanwhile, retail has divided into three areas, a 
division which will become more pronounced in the 
coming years.  

First, along with e-commerce is the advent of  an era 
of  commodity retail, where pure capitalism will be at 
play. It will be a game of  the lowest price, and people won’t 
care what brand their products are. Commodity retailing 
will take all generic products from t-shirts to toilet paper, 
and relentlessly drive down the prices for the benefit of  
consumers. Unlike brand loyalty, which has existed until 
now, the customer will not have loyalty to any e-com-
merce site; they’ll go wherever they get the best deal.

The second type is niche retail, which will continue 
to survive. These companies that offer highly specialized 
products and often add services — such as a home store 
with an excellent interior design which combine unique 
product, with a great customer experience.

The third type of  retail will be luxury, where the 
brand is the pull. You will be able to see the power of  
the brand by its ability to price something above com-
modity. If  a t-shirt costs Rs 200 to make, but they are 
able to sell it for Rs 2,000, then Rs 1,800 is effectively the 
power of  their brand, because on an e-commerce site 
that same t-shirt would be selling for less than Rs 300 
without the label.

With a new government in power, this is an appropri-
ate moment to create policies that work with the inevi-
table forces of  technology and to shape the future of  
retail in India, instead of  trying to swim against the 
current. There will be a lot of  losers as the retail game 
changes, but there will also be one enormous winner: 
the Indian middle class. For as one of  India’s wisest 
investors told me, “What you will see in the next five 
years is the most efficient transfer of  wealth from rich 
investors to the lower middle class of  India.” 

The writer is MD, Fabindia
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WHO WILL CLICK? In e-commerce, it’s not “the survival 
of the fittest: it’s the survival of the richest”

BY INVITATION
WILLIAM BISSELL
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