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Water
Ink 
Blood

2. 
The 
Story

Con-
temp-
lation

temp-

temp-

Con-
temp-
lation

...CRASH
The sound of waves hitting the surface 
kept resounding in the ears of the man 
standing on the ship. Unlike the calm 
state of the Arabian sea, the atmosphere 
was gloomy on the ship. 

"Just how did it turn out like this?" 
thought João de Bustamante gazing at the 
waters. He had loaded the printing 
machine on the ship and asked to make 
preparations to leave for Portugal today. 

But here he stands to make a big 
decision in his life. There weren't 
many situations in his life where he 
had to make big decisions. Being a 
Spanish by birth, Bustamante had a 
simple childhood. He followed 
Christianity and had a passion 
towards printing. Hence he learned 
the process of printing and became 
an expert in it. Yet, nothing ever 
happened as big as today. 

lation

Con-

Con-

2

Bustamante knew that if he agreed 
today, he might not be able to leave 
India and go back to Portugal for a 
long time. He might get separated 
from his family and loved ones too. 
But printing was also important. 
The mission needed him here. 

CON
SEQ
    UEN
    CES

Consequences

3

“…sigh”. He finally cast his gaze upon 
the person standing behind him 
without making a noise. Francis 
Xavier calmly put down the glass in 
his hand and waited patiently. Xavier 
had an air around him. He calmly 
stood there, not pressing Bustamante 
into a decision, but not backing out 
either. This silent confrontation 
between them had been going on for 
many days now. But they now reached 
a stage where any one of them wins.

“Okay. Let's do it. …Let's start 
printing in India” said Bustamane. 
And hence, a decision was made. 
A decision that changed the scenario 
of typography and printing in India. 

A
decision

4

Demands

A resounding 
silence echoed in 
the palace halls. 
Rows of ministers 
stood on both sides 
of the highest seat, 
all eyeballs glued on 
the 2 letters placed 
next to the King. 

The 1st official letter 
was sent by 
St.Francis Xavier 
from India. While 
the other was sent 
by the King of 
Abyssinia (current 
Ethiopia). But the 
overall content was 
the same. Both of 
them demanded a 
printing machine 
and a batch of Jesuit 
missionaries to 
spread Christianity 
and its literature to 
the world.

A few months ago
1556, Portugal

to

the

King

O
FFICIAL SEAL

SO
C
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 OF JESUS
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But the problem was that the 
printing machine was very 
valuable and expensive. 
It also demanded a lot of 
patience, perseverance and 
experts trained for operating it. 
Portugal might not be able to 
help both sides at the same time. One of the Ministers finally came 

forward and said “Your Majesty, 
we have been ruling Goa since 
1510. Yet there is not much 
influence of Christianity there. 
It is because of the lack of mass 
production of books. But if we 
print in Goa, we might be able 
to send our influencers to China 
and Japan”

King John III finally looked up 
from his throne. 

Pitching
Goa

GoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoa
GoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoa
GoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoa
GoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoa
GoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoa
GoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoa
GoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoa
GoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoa
GoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoa
GoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoa
GoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoa
GoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoaGoa
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He was just going to send orders when the other minister 
spoke up, “But Your Majesty! Forgive my impoliteness. 
According to my sources Abyssinia is under a lot of political 
turmoil right now. If we send our missionaries there, it will 
be easier to influence and train young men there between all 
the chaos. We can get a footing in Abyssinia and also the 
King there will owe us a debt ”A rival

“Go.....ABYSSINIA it is”

7

At this proposal, the King’s eyes shone 
like stars. Without waiting for another 
intervention , he ordered. “Get the 
printing machine and the missionaries 
ready. You find a printing expert and 
have him accompany the missionaries. 
As soon as the preparation completes, 
leave for Abyssinia.”

Everybody else present in the court 
unanimously agreed to the orders 
passed and bowed to the king. 

Hence, a new journey was about 
to start. 

The
King’s
choice

8

Months later, a ship was seen nearing the 
port of Goa. The ship meant to reach 
Abyssinia for the Jesuit mission was 
going to reach Goa in a few hours. 
Francis Xavier, the clergy, the general of 
Goa and other missionaries waited for 
the Spanish ships at the dockyard. 

A young missionary on the ship asked the 
other “We were supposed to go to 
Abyssinia, why are we reaching Goa?” 
To which the other missionary replied 
“Our order was to unload here in Goa, 
stay for a few days. 
Understand the basic situation and needs 
of our people here, report everything 
to Portugal and then leave for Abyssinia”

Similarly, the expressions of the people 
waiting in the dockyard were also 
unexplainable. The printing press was 
finally reaching India, but it was still not 
for them. They can only plaster polite 
smiles on their faces while patiently 
waiting for the Spanish ships to unload.

The Order
under

9

Francis Xavier was finally able to meet João 
de Bustamante. They greeted each other 
while exchanging their views on Christianity 
and its influence on the world. The guests 
rested for a few days, when Francis decided 
to show them around the campus they built. 
Soon, they reached St. Paul's College in Goa. 

“This is the Jesuit college we founded in 1542. 
Currently it is one of the main Jesuit institutions 
of Asia.” Francis was proud about it. 

He chatted about the subjects taught there and 
the training all Jesuit missionaries go through. 
Bustamante was equally relaxed.

St. Paul’s College

15
42

10

Awaiting
After some days, Bustamante successfully sent 2 
letters outside. One was addressed to King John 
III, explaining the current situation and the need 
for sending a printing press in Goa. while the other 
was addressed to the King of Abyssinia requesting 
them to make preparations and send them an 
acceptance letter to enter Abyssinia.  

So, they waited. And waited. And really waited 
for a few months in Goa. Finally the missionaries 
started feeling uneasy and lost their patience. João 
de Bustamante was no different. He was just 
preparing to write another letter to the Abyssinian 
King, when they finally got a reply. 

In the school, the messenger from Abyssinia, 
Francis and Bustamante had a meeting while the 
Spanish missionaries anxiously waited outside. 
Some were peeking inside while others simply 
chatted for a while. Soon, João de Bustamante 
was seen exiting the college premises. And all the 
missionaries flocked at him at once. 

.

.

.

.

.

11

Bustamante “...”

The missionaries “...”

Finally what felt like eternity, Bustamante 
opened his mouth again “...the King is not 
keen on receiving us. We’re leaving for 
Portugal” The last sentence was said in a small 
hush and it trailed off.

The missionaries “...”

As if buckets of cold water had been poured on 
them, the missionaries were stunned to silence. 
Months of sailing in the sea, the training 
sessions and months of waiting in Goa. 

Meanwhile Francis and other missionaries left 
the college after greeting them. Francis on the 
other hand gave him a big smile patting his back. 

Bustamante “...” A chill ran down his spine. 
Surely the smile was scary.

A bad

 

good news

12

Unfortunately Bustamante proved himself 
correct. In between their packing and 
loading, Francis had been visiting him 
frequently. He kept bringing topics like 
Christianity, lack of books, problems 
with traditional scribe and manuscript, 
printing etc. Bustamante very well 
understood the underlying meaning 
behind these visits. But if a mission is 
bestowed upon them and it can’t be 
completed, they have to return back to 
Portugal and wait for the next orders.

Yet Francis kept nudging him with all sorts of 
reasons. As the date of departure kept nearing, 
the friendly requests became pressuring. 
And to a point where it was difficult for João 
de Bustamante to breathe freely. Francis was 
a Jesuit follower and a missionary with great 
visions for the future. He wanted to influence 
the whole of India and also send influences in 
China and Japan. The connections and power 
he held was far higher than the clergy and the 
General. Hence it was fairly easy to pressurise 
Bustamante to a corner. 

The SchemingThe Scheming

13

D D D D

The day of departure finally 
arrived and it was when a big 
decision was made on the ship. 
João de Bustamante agreed to 
start printing in India. 

D Day

14

Francis and the missionaries in Goa were elated. 
They immediately opened spaces and gave a large 
area to Bustamante for the Printing Machine. 
St. Paul's College was given for printing and it 
was one of the largest printing in India. 
An Indian boy was trained in Printing techniques 
to assist Bustamante in his task. And since then, 
Printing started in Goa. 

Back to present 

15

A lot of members and missionaries had gathered at 
the school today. Francis came forward and made an 
announcement “To all our Jesuit followers gathered 
here, I would like to announce the release of our 1st 
successful printed pamphlet in Goa. All the credits go 
to Sir Juan De Bustamante and his people to bless us 
with this wonderful gift. Hope peace prevails and we 
keep spreading our beliefs to the world. Amen!”

Some months after 1556, Goa, India

There was a hint of subtle pride on 
Bustamante’s face. They had worked 
and experimented for months facing 
several failures before successfully printing 
“A pamphlet names - Conclusoes”. 

Soon, a year later they were able to make 
the 1st complete printed book in India. 
Named as “Doutrina Christã" by Sir 
Francis Xavier.

Road

to

success

16

Soon years passed by and 
Bustamante witnessed the big and 
small changes in the state of Goa. 

On 23rd August 1588, Jaoa De 
Bustamante was made to sleep 
on his final bed in Goa where 
the priest read him the 
“Rite of Committal”. 

DEEP
FARE 
WELL

17

Water
Ink 
Blood
“Dear wife and Family, the mission here is 
yet not complete and I might need to wait 
longer before I can finally see you again.” 
Jaoa De Bustamante smiled bitterly while 
ending the letter. Multiple letters had been 
sent from Goa to Portugal in the past few 
years. But the content was almost the same 
each time. 

History always remembers the glorious 
deeds of those who won wars and shed 
blood. Sometimes some sacrifices are 
overlooked by the people. This is a story 
of a man leaving everything behind in his 
life solely for a mission that changes the 
history of India. 

Jinal Shah is a student of the IDC School 
of Design at IIT Bombay. She takes great 
pleasure in writing and Illustrating stories. 
Her goal is to make learning easier and 
accessible for the people. 
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1542, Goa, India.

...CRASH
The sound of waves hitting the surface kept 
resounding in the ears of the man standing on 
the ship. Unlike the calm state of the Arabian 
sea, the atmosphere was gloomy on the ship. 

"Just how did it turn out like this?" thought 
João de Bustamante gazing at the waters. He 
had loaded the printing machine on the ship 
and asked to make preparations to leave for 
Portugal today. 



����
����������	
��������������

��������������

But here he stands to make a big decision in 
his life. There weren't many situations in his 
life where he had to make big decisions. 
Being a Spanish by birth, Bustamante had a 
simple childhood. He followed Christianity 
and had a passion towards printing. Hence 
he learned the process of printing and 
became an expert in it. Yet, nothing ever 
happened as big as today. 

Bustamante knew that if he agreed today, he 
might not be able to leave India and go back 
to Portugal for a long time. He might get 
separated from his family and loved ones too. 
But printing was also important. The 
mission needed him here. 
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person standing behind him without making a 
noise. Francis Xavier calmly put down the glass 
in his hand and waited patiently. Xavier had an 
air around him. He calmly stood there, not 
pressing Bustamante into a decision, but not 
backing out either. This silent confrontation 
between them had been going on for many days 
now. But they now reached a stage where any 
one of them wins.

“Okay. Let's do it. …Let's start printing in 
India” said Bustamane. And hence, a decision 
was made. A decision that changed the scenario 
of typography and printing in India. 
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