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I Came up with a topic about this story long back, I always wanted to make a film on this story, I have been working 
on this story since one year and I have first made a comic book n it and later on certain responses and 
appreciations I came to conclusion to make a film on this story, I started out doing more research on live examples 
like I started researching on life of those kids who are suffering from bullying and I made lots of sketches and 
drawings on it. Later on after researching and going through processes I came up with a story on a kid who gets 
bullied in school and kid draws and according to that the bully finds out about his image in the kid’s mind. 
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The topic on which I will be working is bullying school.

In this story I will be showing is very simple and there is a message in the end to stop bullying.

In this degree project I will be mostly focusing on story and animation as well.

I want to go through the process to make myself more comfortable and get confident in animation, this project purpose is to 
learn more and more in animation and go through each process how its done and how to tackle with challenges if I face any.
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The story is about a kid (Gullu) who gets bullied in school but he is very much into drawings and later on his sketchbook 
suddenly gets into a bully’s (Parth) hands and finds out what the kid suffers in his life through the act of bullying.

How the bully accidently finds out untold things about the kid and how terrible his behavior is to the kid.

Gullu is a very introvert kid and he is not much into talking to anyone and he always keeps himself busy in his own world, he 
is very much afraid to talk to anyone around the school.

His passion is to draw and fill up his sketchbook with his visualization. In his sketchbook there are beautiful drawings and 
sketches of the school too.

Another day he gives him his sketchbook back after bully realizes what kid goes through and they become friends.

Industrial Design Center – Indian Institute of Design, Animation, Degree Project (Short Film), Sahil Trivedi – 136340008        Page no. 9 



In the meantime I worked over my story and did some real life scenario studies.

I came through such terrible endings where he tries to cut himself and he suicides, which has actually happened in the real 
life moments.

I always wanted to make a very simple story with a conclusion on it and, I couldn’t be showing any violence in the film but yes 
I wanted the story to be very clear and very simple  to make people understand the concept that its not necessary to always 
go for tit for tat in life, sometimes you have to lean forward and deal with actual problems and make peace.

I came through such terrible incidents too I read articles, websites, anti-bullying campaigns and several things over a period 
of time but then I focused on this particular simple ended story only which I think I can convey the message to the public.
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I started out with basic 
information about how to 
build up a story.

What will be the purpose 
of it to serve it to the 
audience.

What will be the social 
message or 
conclusion/climax.

Starting out with some 
websites and articles on 
internet was very helpful 
to go into the depth of 
bullying which is a major 
issue in school nowadays.
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Then I looking for a conflict to start 
with, I searched about types of 
bullying, how it starts, why does it 
happen and what are the reasons of 
it.

I reached at several conflicts in which I 
wanted to got for a kid a 9-10 year old 
kid.

In which I wanted to work on 
Embarrassing someone in public.

Speaking of physical harassment was 
an optional point of view on which I 
was working.

[9]
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So as I came up with some 
stable ideas and certain 
criteria to fix on I started 
reading about childhood 
precautions and safety to 
make sure which things 
should be taken care of or 
not to add any subject.

I also came up with things 
like how parents that 
their kids in early 
childhood which lead me 
to certain events for my 
story. 

[7]
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Coming up with some facts was 
important so I searched more 
and more on finding real stories 
and consequences about 
bullying in real-life scenarios so 
that I can be sure about the 
conclusion or the message 
about a story.

Coming up with some facts 
which I didn’t know were very 
helpful throughout the whole 
scenario to clear my head and 
look straight to a formed story.

[3]
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I came across this remarkable incident which happened in 
Pune especially in an international school.

I came across with very severe incidents happened lately 
in which this is one of them

At his new school, every day, seven-year-old Chirag of 
Pune was openly taunted, just because he spoke with a 
foreign accent, since he and his family had just relocated 
from abroad. Since he was also hyperactive, he’d become 
inattentive in class, which made matters worse. Other 
children nicknamed him Dopey. Once an enthusiastic 
swimmer, Chirag started to skip the sessions-something 
the school’s coach noticed and discovered, after some 
prodding, the bullying Chirag was subjected to. 

The coach discussed this with Chirag’s father, who 
revealed that the boy’s school attendance too had 
become irregular because of “stomach pains” that he had 
likely been feigning.

[4]
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I came across with an article on Delhi 
international school scenario where a video 
was made and sent to their WhatsApp 

groups and Facebook social media website
Therefore I was getting clear with some point 
of view to how to deal with the story for my 
film.

As Dr. Poojashivam Jaitly says, "Bullying is a 
form of aggressive behavior. And as you can 
see all around you, aggression is increasing at 
every level of society,"

[6]



Industrial Design Center – Indian Institute of Design, Animation, Degree Project (Short Film), Sahil Trivedi – 136340008        Page no. 18

Ref. for 
cyber 
bullying –
Summer 
Wars 
(2009)

Coming to different kinds of articles I 
found out the latest thread of bullying 
nowadays which is cyber-bullying.
Kids tease each other unknowingly over 
Facebook and other social media by 
saying “just for fun”.
Ref. given below is the bully of a movie, 
Summer Wars (2009).

[1]

[2]



A Brighter Sight

It was a beautiful morning, gullu was as usual sleeping in his bed and was getting late for the school. *bang,bang,bang* 
her mother is yelling at him for not waking up early and goes in his room and starts yelling again. Gullu suddenly wakes 
up and his heart is beating like a racehorse, in no time he wears his uniform and gets out of his room. Meanwhile her 
mother has prepared her breakfast and a glass full of milk. but poor gullu, when he reaches to drink the glass of milk 
*honk, honk, gulluuu ! *. He leaves the breakfast and runs downstairs to the van.

After reaching to school gullu realizes that it was the day of result. He is trembling with fear and thinks that again I will 
be punished at home for getting  low marks and will get beating from father. He gets sat and while everybody is getting 
their result sheet and they are discussing about it, ma’am comes to the last bench where gullu is sitting. He is full f fear 
and his he is sweating, there is tension in the air what will happen. Before he could think of anything teacher gives him 
the result sheet and yells at him, "GET OUT OF MY CLASS!”. Gullu has got the lowest in class.

Everybody is looking at him and with full of shame and fear he pushes himself to stand up and walks out of the door, 
but
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But when he is walking out at the first bench Parth is sitting, and he pulls out his leg and trips his leg. suddenly Gullu falls on floor 
on his face. In shame he stands up and looks to him, parth is showing off that he has got the highest marks in whole class and 
boasts himself. With trembling body he leaves the classroom and stands outside. Poor gullu couldn’t control over his feelings and 
starts weeping. His tears are rolling through his face and feels very ashamed and insecure.

*recess bell rings* after having lunch gullu goes to the library to complete his homework ten times which was given by teacher. He 
is handling 3-4 heavy books and he gets out of the library. Parth was aware that he is coming the corridor of library and he was 
waiting for the right moment to scare him and suddenly he shows up from a corner and scares gullu and again he falls on the floor 
with fear. He is again ashamed and insecure for not fighting back to the bully(Parth). He again stands up in fear and without 
thinking anything he just gabs his books and runs away from bully.

Suddenly bully notices that he forgot a book which was lying on the floor, he grabs the book and he comes to know that its gullu’s
sketchbook. He was curious to find out what is inside the book and when he opens the first page there is this wonderful painting. 
He smiles and goes speechless. To find out more he turns to second page and he finds out sketch of the school with scribbles on it 
and when he turns every page he finds those scribbles more and more into a dark strikes and he flips the whole sketchbook to find 
out and suddenly those scribbles gets darker and comes to parth and wraps around him.

Parth is now into gullu’s thoughts and is scared everything is back in front of him and he can’t see anything. Suddenly three tear 
drops come from above and drops on the floor and
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in those tear drops he sees events which gullu has gone thorough his day. From the first tear drop he sees that he has got lowest 
marks and is crying outside of the class. In the second teardrop he sees that he has got ten times homework and is frustrated
with failures. Suddenly he realizes that there is something standing behind him. He gets scared and in fear he turns his head and 
finds out there are two eyes and suddenly it turns out to become a big gigantic monster and he shows his claws and tries to grab
parth and out of fear suddenly he closes the sketchbook. *thump*

Parth is scared and he his heart is pumping. He realizes that big gigantic monster was himself only from the sketchbook. He 
realizes it was very bad f him to bully someone over such petty reasons and stop bullying for fun. He realizes that he has no right 
to harass anybody and help them for what he is good at.

In the next morning Parth is standing outside the school and is waiting for gullu. After sometime he is walking in from the school 
gate and sees the parth again. Again gullu is scared that he’ll bully him but he goes to him and returns his sketchbook and smiles 
at him. Gullu’s fear turns into happiness and they hug each other.

and they become best friends, forever!
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As I was looking fro a good character to 
animate I started out with some scribbles and 
made some finished ones too with details but 
none of them were fit for the character so I 
took some of every designs I have done fro 
character and made a single one out of it.

Later on I corrected this version of bully 
(below) due to very mature personality.

Tried out scribbles and doodle out of 
it, also was inspired from some 
artwork/stickers I did back just for 
reference.

As I just wanted a very simple 
character suitable to my story I tried 
a final one with the characteristic 
qualities
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I was hoping to make this 
character as simple as I can

This character is very sad 
and can’t fight for himself. 
He is introvert and mainly he 
likes to draw a lot.
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Character Design –
Gullu & Parth (bully)
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In this character I have tried to keep the bossy 
and bully kind of look.

This character also I have thought of keeping it 
simple and much more conveying to the 
audience.

Plus when he is transformed into a monster in the 
book that is also very similar to what is original 
character(bully/parth).
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In the inspiration about look and feels I have 
tried to do these kind of paintings and very 
much into traditional work.

The more I will be doing all these kinds of 
practice the more I will be very much clear 
about the performance in real-time. I have tried 
to work on such narration as well just to get 
and idea out of it.
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In the beginning I started 
out making such 
explorations like this.
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In the recent 
exploration I will be 
using this kind of 
style. 
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Very simple and yet, can connect with characters.
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With the help of 
3D I have created 
such base models 
and with help of 
Photoshop I have 
digitally painted 
out the exported 
images.

With such 
textured brushes 
I will try to make 
it look as 
traditional and 
2D based 
backgrounds.
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This one is a very short 
form of the scenes and 
everything, just to make 
an example on it.

Mostly I will be working 
on something which is 
very perfect through the 
visual composition and 
everything, because 
through that i certainly 
will be learning more and 
more into the depths of 
storyboarding.
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Scene of gullu’s apartment, zooming Gullu sleeping and title generation Mother wakes him up saying its getting late

Gullu is ready and when he gets a glass of milk He hears school van horn and rushes downstairs He gets inside the van
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Keeping the minimum and needed information and keeping them simple is what I want to accomplish in composition 
of the storyboards
As per my perception understanding through third person’s point of view is the best way to get it right with your own 
research, story and visuals in mind.

And leaves for school reaches school Everybody gets inside the school

All inside View of classroom and gullu at last bench Teacher declares result today!
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I specially kept everything in terms of emotional and things which are playing around in my head fro a very long time, I have kept 
such things like mediums and look and feels through the storyline so there was lot more to explore in a manner of visual treatment

Gullu is trembling with fear and thinks that again 
His parents will scold him

Teacher is giving result sheet to everyone and reaches to
Last bench to give gullu the result sheet

Teacher hands over the result sheet

Everybody has bot good marks but 
gullu scored lowest  in whole class.

“GET OUT OF MY CLASS”, says teacher. He is walking out the class with shame.
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Parth suddenly pulls his leg out and Gullu falls on floor He stands up with ashamed face and sees

That parth has got highest in the whole class With becomes more sad And gets out of the class
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Gullu is sad standing outside whole time and weeping *recess bells after* Gullu gets out with guides to the homework
10 times which teacher has given for lowest marks in class.

Going through the library corridor and … Parth is waiting for him to come and…. Suddenly parth scares him and gullu falls on the floor screaming
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Parth scares him with evil face… Gullu is shivering from the impact Parth laughs on gullu for getting scared

*Continues laughting* and gullu runs from him Parth finds out he forgot one book in hurry Curious. what's in the book?
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He finds out that it was gullu’s sketch book Filled with such beautiful landscape drawings. He likes it a lot and in curiosity he wants to look for more

Finds out that he has done a sketch of school and dine 
Scribbles in frustration

But why? He decides to flip the whole book to find out and something
Starts happening
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Those strokes come alive and He gets lost in gullu’s thoughts and darkness He looks around bit everything is black and he is panicking

Suddenly something appear from the above and
Falls on the ground

Suddenly sketchy lines turn out to be something more… In first tear drop he sees that he has got lowest marks
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And on the other teardrop he sees he has got 10 times
Homework.

Suddenly he feels that there is something behind him He looks back and…

In the middle of dark two eyes appear…
Suddenly it becomes a big monster with 
Big claws trying to come at him with evil laugh…

From the fear he suddenly closes the book *snap*
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Gets out of gullu’s thoughts from his sketchbook… And realizes that the monster he saw was himself and
feels bad for gullu for bullying/torturing him for fun…

*birds chirping*

Parth is waiting for gullu… Gullu is coming inside from the gate… He sees parth and gets sad again that he’ll make fun of him but
suddenly…
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He walks to him Gullu is scared But suddenly parth returns him his sketchbook
With smile.

Gulu’s fear turns into happines And they.. Shake hands….
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And hugs him And they gets inside the school with smiles on their faces. And becomes

Best friends… Forever!!! *end titles*



The end project film 
will be looking like 
this. I will be using 
flash professional 
for the animation 
and rest will be 
digitally painted in 
photoshop with 
help of 3D based 
structure (more like 
a paintover on 3D 
object) and will be 
given 2D effect to go 
with characters.
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I want to go through the process to make myself more comfortable and get confident in animation, this project 
purpose is to learn more and more in animation and go through each process how its done and how to tackle with challenges 
if I face any.

always wanted to make a very simple story with a conclusion on it and, I wanted the story to be very clear and 
very simple  to make people understand the concept that its not necessary to always go for tit for tat in life, sometimes you
have to lean forward and deal with actual problems and make peace.

These all events has somewhere has happened with me and I have narrated through this story, I have been 
working on this since very long and its very fortunate of me that I finally am going to work on it solely.
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