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An arresting visual helps in bringing out the story more effectively. 

Hence many different styles for animation were explored. The 

whole house and its surroundings were mapped keeping in mind 

Dombivli's quaint 'old world' look. Continuous inputs were 

obtained for the story to have a coherent flow with the target 

audience.

The movie keeps three things at its core: Kids, Nature and Growing 

up. Finally, it is a non-gimmicky, straight-from-the-heart narrative 

that hopes to highlight that real magic lies in the simplest of joys.
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Abstract

Nature is the best teacher. In times such as ours, nature 

conservation is of prime importance. Nature appeals to everyone 

in all its forms. The project began by keeping young children in 

focus. Extensive research was done on prevailing greenscapes in 

urban locales such as Godrej Colony at Vikhroli, Maharashtra 

Nature Park at Mahim and mangroves along the eastern belt of 

Mumbai. The children in these areas have been sensitised to 

nature in a very natural way. Similarly, a diametrically opposite 

view was seen at field study during a trek where nature is a way of 

life and not a distinct entity. It was realized that sooner the 

children are sensitized to nature and the sooner they see its 

‘magic’, the more responsible and aware they become to be one 

with it, to protect it and to nurture it. And nurturing it is no simple 

task. It requires patience, affection and boundless caring. While 

doing so, many aspects of us as humans are also seen to evolve.

This has seldom been demonstrated as skilfully as in Ruskin Bond’s 

timeless story, 'The Cherry Tree', which has been a major source of 

inspiration for my movie. While the story is set in Mussoorie in the 

lower Himalayas, it was decided to move it to Dombivli, a suburb 

of Mumbai, to highlight how a little dash of green in an urban 

setting can work wonders. It helps that Dombivli itself has such a 

rich culture and tradition of maintaining groves in and around 

houses, a culture that is fast disappearing in the pursuit of towers.

The movie aims to be a visual treat while subtly telling a simple 

tale of a kid’s attachment to his tree and the various trials they 

both go through over the years. Efforts were driven for the main 

character Ravi to look lovable and for Grandpa to exude wisdom. 
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