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INTRODUCTION

Hand painted streel murals have been around for decades and are still lound in
and around the arty of Chennal. Like Kolliwood, Marina beach, sambaar vada
and fiter coffes, hand painted Tamil typa has become an integral part of the
cufture of Chennai,

Thes project focuses ca documanting, analysing and categarising vanous
types of hand painted muals.
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f you haveedﬁe]"a'eeh to the city of Cheman itis mnem'fy ‘you would have cow
across a hand painted Street art withm,thqﬁrst 10 minutes of you being there. ' |.‘
From the colourful walls outside the intemational alrpomama centuries: Qldaologal
railway statk{n jp}he Humerous bus siandﬂ in the city, publlc,q;aces a'
hand pamted sﬁaathn w}uch has come ; to'be an Intsgml part of the cdluwof
Chennai. & . & ".;i
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i From bold Tamil slogans to portraits: ctpolﬂlclans, Chennai exhibits a unique cult of
street art, While the majority of the ﬂﬂreofoompe'mpommi parties ﬂgmlngit

. the most elaborate and colourful creations, there are other genre ofarﬂbd'

| general stores and barber shops still have hand painted signs and smau | scale lndustﬂes

- still commission artists to paint their Ads on walls across the city —"
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This project is a documentation of the different types of street art found in Chennai.




Chennai, once a city of hoardings

Restrictions on banners, cut-outs and other art work that so epitomised
the city, have dealt a blow to the artists who specialised in them

There was a time not too long ago when hand-painted film banners, large
hoardings and life-sized cut-outs saturated Chennai’s cityscape.
Two-dimensional movie stars, plastered across swathes of canvas, beckoning
an imagined audience were a constant at every important traffic junction.

Not many know that it was in an unassuming studio called Mohan Arts on
General Patters Road that many of these attention grabbers were painstakingly
put together.

The 2008 Supreme Court ban on all hoardings sounded the death-knell for
an industry that once brought a degree of flamboyance to the city.

The last hand-painted work was a cut-out for the film Chandramukhi (2005).
It was raised on Anna Salai opposite the Buhari Hotel.



There are currently over 1000 street painters commissioned to

Paint political Ads and banners in the city of Chennat alone
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Analysing hand painted styles of letters
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a(h) — B

The lettar Si pronounced (ah) is the first i .
letter of the Tamil alphabet. '

Figure E shows the second letter of the §
Tamil alphabet which is very similar in form
to the lirst. The only noticeable difference "~ =

being and extra swash.

FIG A

Notice the increment In the size of the negative space or closed counter of the letter in figures A. 8, C and D

1 2 3
This specific style of the letter has only two closed counters because the connecting The form of the letter has a total of theee
— St8M has been removed. Presumably for stylistic purposes. This however does not closed counters.

affect the identity of the letter and the letter can stil unmistakably be identified as an 3

FIGD



FIG 1

The letter GUBT (na) and ds different styles seen on the streets of Chennai,

Figure 2 shows the proper way of writing the letter with 3 open counters and 3
closed counters, Figure 3 Is painted in such & style that two of the open counters
have become closed. Thes does not affect the identity of the letter drastically and

the letter can still be identified as a 608T

Notice the continuity of the stroke after the second loop in figures 1, 2 and 4. In
figures 3 and 5 the last stem is drawn desperately and there s a disconnect in

the flow of the letter,



notice the difference in the size of the

negative space or closed counter of the

letter

g
cha

The letter & (cha) and its different styles seen on the streats of Chennai

Some styles of hand painted typo maintain the line width
of the letters, where some styles have varying
calsgraphic ine wdth

Figures A, B, C and D have undorm stroke width where

2s figures E and F have non uniform strokes

FIGF




5 The latter & (ka) and its dilferent styles seen on the streets of Chennail FIGG

ka

Figure B seems 10 be a seril in comparison 10 figure A. The serif is identiied FIGH

by the protrusion at the veriex and the stroke &t the end of the arm

The shape of the letter in printing and formal digital text has two closed counters and two open counters
When the letter 18 hand painted for hoardings and signboards the bottom right open counter is

closed by connecting the outward arm fo the body.

FIGC FIGD FIGE

FIGF




Future of street art in Chennai

New laws allow graffiti on public spaces to be legal and graffiti artists in the city
need only to ask for permission from the proper authorities before they can
start their work.

ill g ,,} ., =
C
of W= Modern graffiti work at Chennai’s Egmore station

Abandoned walls, street corners and even the beaches
in the city, reveal a colourful blend of political portraits,
vibrant graffitiand even modern art, created by the street
artists of Chennai.
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