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There was a time not too long ago when hand-painted film banners, large 
hoardings and life-sized cut-outs saturated Chennai’s cityscape.
Two-dimensional movie stars, plastered across swathes of canvas, beckoning 
an imagined audience were a constant at every important traffic junction. 
Not many know that it was in an unassuming studio called Mohan Arts on 
General Patters Road that many of these attention grabbers were painstakingly 
put together.

Restrictions on banners, cut-outs and other art work that so epitomised 
the city, have dealt a blow to the artists who specialised in them

The 2008 Supreme Court ban on all hoardings sounded the death-knell for 
an industry that once brought a degree of flamboyance to the city.

The last hand-painted work was a cut-out for the film Chandramukhi (2005). 
It was raised on Anna Salai opposite the Buhari Hotel.

Chennai, once a city of hoardings









































Abandoned walls, street corners and even the beaches 
in the city, reveal a colourful blend of political portraits, 
vibrant graffiti and even modern art, created by the street 
artists of Chennai.

Modern graffiti work at Chennai’s Egmore station

New laws allow graffiti on public spaces to be legal and graffiti artists in the city 
need only to ask for permission from the proper authorities before they can 
start their work. 

Future of street art in Chennai




