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Abstract

store and asked for a sable brush. The shopkeeper gave me a brush with a light green handle 

many people- my classmates, seniors and even faculty, who had them in even bigger sizes. It was 

got to know the truth. some people said that they were banned because they were made up of 

were made up of Mongoose hair and mongooses were being killed in order to obtain them. Upon 
ade. I never touched those 

brushes again. But they are still in circulation in black markets throughout India. I see them in the 
hands of people even now. people who are not at all acquainted with the story behind them.

It was this feeling which produced an urge in me to tell my experience in the form of an animated 
narrative, report on which I’m about to present.
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Introduction

an omnivore, hunting has always been incorporated in the lifestyle of humans. some-
where, a line was crossed and animals became more than food or resource to Hu-

mans. we have tortured, hunted and imprisoned animals since the beginning of time. 

crimes . Sometimes, in certain situations, effects of interferences of man or animal in 
each other’s lives have severe consequences .There are species of animals which have 

gone extinct just because of habitat loss due to human interference. this Projects is 
an small attempt by me to take up one such issue in which human activity has severe 

impact on wildlife and weave up a narrative from it.
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Research

My research started with searching about scenarios and ways 
in which wildlife is effected  due to human interference. both di-
rect and indirect. I started reading various reports and articles 

various other problems, both Indian and international.
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 but it was too much, way too much. So , i started looking into the 
problems that are present in India. as i went further and further 

in my research, I kept on dividing them into smaller categories ac-
cording to my own judgement. categories were not exactly based 
on anything, but on how i understood them. with that, i came up 

with a mind- map
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The Mind Map

categories were not exactly based on anything, but on 
how i understood them.

Now, going through my mind map, i found certain lesser 
known problems that are very grave, but still, not many 
are aware of them.
among those were:
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Mass hunting of falcon in nagaland

This was about Amur Falcon who are hunted in thousands in Na-
galand every year. Amur Falcons Migrate from Mongolia to South af-
rica and on their way they stop at nagaland, there, they are trapped 
and killed mainly for eating.

Pangolins are hunted and captured mainly for their scales, which are 
nothing but keratin, same substance of which human hair and nails are 

thriving in Asian countries. They are the only mammal with True scales. 
They are also eaten in parts of world and are smuggled frozen alive for 
that purpose.
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Railway crossings in wildlife sanctuaries Illegal Mongoose hair trade for the brush industry

Rajaji national park is among many of India’s national park through 
which a railway line crosses. Many elephants and various other ani-
mals were killed while crossing the railway line. efforts were done, and 

exapmle for its efforts. Sadly, there are many other national parks 
where such measures have not been implemented

Mongoose are protected under wildlife protection act 1972. But 
despite that, they are illegaly hunted to obtain hair for manufacturing 
brushes. All over india, a large number of people use those brushes, 
unaware of the story behind it. Approx 25 mongoose are killed for 
obtaining 1 kg of hair. The trade is thriving despite a ban on these 
brushes

7



deciding on a topic

I decided to do further research on the topic of Illegal Mongoose hair 
trade. Since it is based upon my personal experience, I could relate to 
it, and since mongooses are hunted mainly for brush industry, i knew 
how widespread this is, as I’ve seen many people working with them. 
Upon further research i got to know various things. about how the 
mongoose hair trade work and how people of poor hunting tribes are 
exploited for it. I went further on the topic of hunting tribes, and got 
to know many things about people of Pardhi Tribe. About how they 

land. Hunting being their ancestral skill, They have no other source 
of income. Despite the fact that hunting is illegal, they have to hunt 
for food. criminals take advantage of it, giving them money in return 
of hunting skills. I also got to know how the brushes are sold with the 
name of sable hair, so that no mention of mongoose comes forward.
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Concept and stories

I developed two stories, one on the miserable conditions of a pardhi hunter and another about a child who discovers that animals 
are being killed because of his passion.

story 1: Pardhi

This story was about a pardhi hunter and his child. The hunter has 
agreed to deliver two dead mongoose to a person in return of money. 
While on hunt, he manages to kill one mongoose, but the other one es-

him. At his hut when the hunter realizes that his son has rescued the 
same mongoose he tried to kill, he gets in a dilemma about whether he 

saves his son from a deadly snake. the hunter then has a change of 
heart.

Story 2: realisation of child

This story is about a child who gets a brush as a gift in his childhood. 
that brush becomes his favourite and he keeps it along with him 

realization. Real that his passion for art is resulting in death of mon-
gooses.
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Final story/rough script

The story is of two different characters - a human kid, and a mongoose 
kid going parallel to each other. There will be appropriate transitions 
from one to another. for every stage in the life of human kid, there will 
be appropriate stage in the life of mongoose  kid.
A human kid (3year old) is given a paintbrush (mongoose hair brush) in 
his hands. he becomes happy and start painting (this brush will be his 
lucky brush which he keeps with himself). parallaly ,with transition, we 
see the baby mongoose. his mother brings food for him.
Transition - kid is now 5 year old , he goes to school. Keeping his lucky 
paintbrush with him. the mongoose baby ventures out of hole for the 

kid is now slightly big (13 yr old), meeting with people etc, doing ex-
tracurriculars, still having his lucky brush with him. the mongoose gets 
familiar with his surroundings and learns to  hunt etc.
when boy gets admission in an art college, we show the mongoose get-
ting trapped in a hunter’s trap.
The boy goes to an art stationary, puts his lucky brush forward,  asking  
for a brush like that. The shopkeeper looks at the brush and show him a 
poster which says that these are banned. boy gets confused and  leaves. 
shopkeeper looks at him leaving.  Shopkeeper has something up in his 
mind. boy goes home. searches web...... he gets to know a lot about it. 
and as we see his search,  parallaly, we see the visuals of the mongoose 
kid, who is trapped, getting beaten, tortured,  scared etc. .
boy is passing the stationary once again, the shopkeeper  calls him to 
come near.  Shopkeeper looks left and right, and with a sinister expres-
sion , pulls out a mongoose hair brush set from beneath the counter.

Visual of mongoose falling, beaten, bloody, on ground (slightly slow 
motion). as it hits the ground, we see the shopkeeper giving a brush 
in boy’s hand  (this scene mirrors the scene at the starting when he is 
given a brush as a baby). the boy looks at the brush.  thinking, con-

away. 
scene of his room. we see his lucky brush.  next scene is- brush is lying 
broken in the foreground. and we see the boy walking away. cuts to 
the walk of the hunter....... he is carrying a dead, bloody mongoose on 
his back. fades to black. 
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Storyboards

doing the storyboards - mainly Jurassic park, brother bear, Tarzan, the 
Jungle book, My neighbour totoro, Porko rosso, Catwoman, Batman:-
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Character Designs

I went with a simple approach. mainly because the story didn’t require 
anything fancy and i needed my characters to be grounded in reality. I 
did not wanted exagerrated characters like those of great chuck jones’s 
on which laws of physics do not apply. I wanted them to be very much 
from reality. characters that i can set in real location and can draw from 
any angle
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character explorations - boy

the boy in my story is named ‘Chetan’. but his name doesn’t appear anywhere in the story. he has been brought up in an upper mid-
-

ty of his family. His realization about the mongoose hair brush is one of the few bitter truths he learns after venturing out in world 
as a young adult
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The design i decided to go with. It will have further iterations.
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Mongoose
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Explorations- Hunter
 



The Shopkeeper
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visual explorations
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Rough Animatic- Playing the storyboards in Time

for starting my animatic, i took my storyboards panel and put them up in a time line to see whether they work or not. I then ad-
justed the timing of each frame, gave appropriate camera move and transition at that stage. I then added , replaced or removed 
frame checking what works better and what not. I added found music and sounds to create a scratch track which will indicates 

where the sound goes slow, fast paced , calm or entirely dynamic so that it conveys the mood of scene
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book, Chuck Jones’s Rikki Tikki Tavi, two brothers, Glenn Keane’s 
-
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Research links

Secondary Data Collection

Articles-
http://voices.nationalgeographic.com/2012/11/03/migrating amur-
falcons massacred in india-
we need to help these people stop doing this/

http://www.conservationindia.org/articles/tracking the incredible-
journey of the amur falcon

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/terra india/2013/
nov/12/amur falcon saved by indian-
villages

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/terra india/2013/
nov/12/amur falcon saved by indian-
villages

http://www.birdlife.org/asia/news/action amur falcons brings hope-
end hunting nagaland

http://www.conservationindia.org/tag/wildlife crime

http://www.conservationindia.org/tag/wildlife trade

http://www.conservationindia.org/articles/pangolins the new rhinos

 through education

research papers-
http://www.asiannature.org/resources/rp/22   http://www.asiannature.

pdf

Karnataka%20 

%20Envt%20Report%201984 85.pdf

animals%20in%20Mudumala

i%20Tiger%20Reserve%20JoTT.pdf

%20Conservation%20Biolo

gy.pdf

-
 

%20Currnet%20Science.pdf

https://eia international.org/report/in cold blood combating organised-
wildlife crime

Videos-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mZO5kYDl8To

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEL2f90L_kY&index-
=2&list=PL1194DC3B0304225C
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gbohysTDS6k

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EvFhRYkM8nw

http://www.conservationindia.org/videos/on the right track safe passage-
for elephants in rajaji

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k5L3HZstOyg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQWLwJaxCkU

books and other resources

https://books.google.co.in/books?id=ek7t4v9ToowC&pg=PA53&lp-
g=PA53&dq=wildlife+problem

s+in+india&source=bl&ots=m5vsAw2cwN&sig=Hz2TjvGQ3hzQRgc-
1N1GqquterSM&hl=en&sa=

X&ved=0CDMQ6AEwADgUahUKEwi7_rLn8IfHAhUVUI4KHTJ0C-
QU#v=onepage&q=wildlife%2

0problems%20in%20india&f=false

http://www.academia.edu/12633856/A_note_on_the_illegal_trade_
and_use_of_pangolin_body_

parts_in_India

reports and news

 in a name ask-
Pardhis/articleshow/20592026.cms
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Looking Forward

There is still lot of work that needs to be put in for pre-production. Like some more Visual development and explo-

some test shots to see whether I am able to achieve that visual look/ quality or not.

foundation, before i can jump in to the animation part. 
I also want to develop a trailer.
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