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Introduction



Background

India is one of the ancient civilisations of the world and has a rich diversified cultural heritage. Unlike most
other countries of the world that have homogenous communities across, India is a mixture of many
cultures.

* Cultural artefacts like languages, crafts, beliefs etc. are dying .
* Many of them are on the verge of extinction.
* Many of the existing ones are still not known to the world outside the community.

So, there is a strong need to preserve our dying culture and make our existing culture more visible to
people in the country.



My Intent

|dentifying Intangible dying crafts in India,
documenting them and making them more visible
to society via cultural mapping.




Cultural mapping

Cultural mapping is a systematic tool to involve
communities in the identification and recording
of local cultural assets, with the implication that
this knowledge will then be used to inform
collective strategies, planning processes, or
other initiatives.

(Nancy Duxbury, W.F. Garrett-Petts, David MacLennan, Cultural Mapping as Cultural Inquiry. Routledge, 2015)




Cultural mapping

Community Chosen : Thatheras




Thatheras

Who are Thatheras ?

Thatheras are metal craftsmen who make
utensils out of brass-an alloy of copper
and zinc- using traditional techniques.

What do they do?

They make brass utensils from scratch,
polish utensils with traditional material
like sand and tamarind juice manually
and carve designs by skilfully hammering
a series of tiny dents into the heated
metal.




Need



Entities of Thathera culture
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