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Introduction

| grew up in a Indian middle-class family -
the kind where you squeeze the toothpaste
get to the last little bit, use the soap until it's
so tiny it could evaporate and use the empty
Bournvita jars for storing pulses and grains.
In essence, we made sure wastage was
minimal and went all out to repurpose any

item before deeming it ‘garbage.’

Trust me when | say that a middle-class
family knows how to use items in the most

creative ways.

For instance, an old T-shirt never makes its
way to the garbage bin unless it completes
its rightful duties as a household mop cloth.
Bonus points to extra creative families like
mine, who turn old clothes to rugs and

cushions. Old pots and buckets are made to

breathe a new life as planters. Newspapers
don't just serve the purpose of delivering
news - they can be used table lays, notebook
covers, shelf liners, and as an occasional

housefly swatter.

Now an educated adult, | am rather glad and
thankful for the upbringing my parents have
given me. This mindset has made me more
thankful for things bestowed to us by mother
nature - the roof over our shelter, the
clothes we buy with every changing season
and more importantly for the food that we

require to survive.




Aim

There are uncountable events happen every family. The comics will highlight the ironies
day in life of middle-class people. Being in and not so ordinary senarios that runs in

the family has its unique charm. we don't Indian families and in society. | want to
dream of having a luxury car, getting few create something that can allow us all to
extra pieces of paneer in our dish is relive those memories together in the most
good enough. hilarious way.

My objective is to explore some of these Bringing smiles to peoples faces is one of the
events and | want to present them in most important purpose of this comic series.

funniest way possible through comics. |
think comics offer a personal expression
for the creators and entertainment for

the audience.

Something that | love about comics is that
it doesn't need any specific genre, anyone
can make comic inspired by anything. |

want to express my views about what's its

like growing up in an Indian middle class



ODbjective

When | was little, my father always use to
encourage me to read the newspaper for
general knowledge of course “You should
know what's happening in the world” he
would say every time. So, | would pick up the
Nnewspaper and the first thing | would do is
search for comics and back then | didn't even
know | could draw, but still, | used to enjoy

myself reading those comics.

Nowadays media and news has moved
online and newspapers are dying off.
Luckily for newspapers, they have comic
strips to hold the public’'s interest. Comic
strips have been used in newspapers
for decades to provide a creative way to
acknowledge current events, voice
opinions, and entertain readers while

keeping them up to date with the news.

Comic strips make readers think about the
opinions said and issues in our society. Since
comic strips have always been such a huge
part of the act of reading a newspaper, why

not make my series for a newspaper.

For instance, this comic strip addresses the
issue of the size of comic strips

iNn newspapers.

A short history of newspaper eomie stripe
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Sure the comic strip is dramatic, but it
proves a point. Comic strips have been
impactful in our culture especially when it's
talking about politics.To this date every day,
we see a small comic on a political issue

in India.

Newspaper comic strips are an important

source of daily entertainment for readers of
the newspaper. The main ideas or events in
comic strips often reflect those situations in

real life with which the reader can relate

“No matter how bad the news, no matter
how grim the headlines, you could always
count on a smile from at least one corner of

the daily newspaper: The comics.”
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Background Study

“Catering to the needs of majority of

population is never a bad idea.”

Do you know why no one likes Indian soap
operas? I'm pretty sure your answer will

be that “they don't connect to real life” and
neither does most of the Indian cinema. But

things are changing.

Gone are the days when success of a
movie/soap used to rely on big stars, exotic
locations and designer costumes. Now
people in India no longer want to escape

from the miseries of their lives.

Stories from narrow lanes and shabby
houses of small towns connect them often
more swiftly. Nothing is more exciting than

finding characters on the screen speaking

the same dialect or having the same accent
as ours. For decades, India’s vast middle
class population has been a key engine

to drive the economy, contributing to the

growth of several sectors.

Success of movies like Toilet: Ek prem katha,
bareilly ki barfi, Shubh mangal Saavdhan

is making Indian middle class family a new
trend. Films portraying larger than life
characters and watching stories revolving
around NRIs and businessmen was like

unwinding ourselves
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You can’t have continental for a long time,
at the end of the day you will be craving for

ghar ka khana.

Socially - conscious films about middle-

class India are rising popularity among
Indian Audience. A large section of India’s
movie-going population is middle-class, so
stories which depict life as a middle-class
Indian are relatable and people have started
apprecating more such TV series and movies

which can be connected.

This age of entertainment has young

audience having exposure to world class
subjects. It is not surprising to know why
they have discarded Indian soap operas.
Today web series representing more to a

slice of life in their stories.
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Even many stand-up comedians take this
topic a lot these days as this topic is realtable
and they feel connected to most of the

audience.

Growing up in an Indian household

is eventful.The Indian middle class is
unapologetically thrifty and is capable of
some serious jugaad and we are proud of

it. From stuffing your bag with all those tiny
shampoo bottles and shower caps to filling
your plate with sandwiches, idlis, croissants,
and parathas at the free breakfast buffet, we

have all been there!
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Inspiration

So many Indian artists have their way of
expressing Indian culture and its quirks.
Some of the artists are not only expressing
their feelings but also trying to break

certain stereotypes.

Sailesh Gopalan, a 21-year-old design
student from Mumbai have made a comic
series named Brown Paperbag about what

it's like growing up in an Indian family.

Monika Tata is doodling the drama of daily
life. She is talking about body shaming,
feminism and colour politics. Similarly there
are so many other artist who are taking

insipartion from Indian context.

GIRLS ARE SO
K. SHAMELESS
G THESE DAIS-

TS 6K _THEY ORE
JUST PEGPLE. JUST G0,
TALK. LAUGH_ iT'S OVER.

JUST PEOPLE.
JUST_JUST.GO

N0000!
NOT TODAY.

PEOPLE ARE OVERRATED.

SOCIALIZING iS OVERRATED.

YOULL UNDERSTAND
ONE DAY

By Monika Tata (DoodleDrama)
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Old newspapers double up as There’s ALWAYS more Neatly tearing a gift wrap to save

covers for books toothpaste left in the tube it for later
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Vishnu NS made a series on “14 Things That
Happen Only In Indian Middle Class Homes".
He said in one of his interviews “Growing

up in a middle class home in India is an
“interesting” experience. There are many
things that middle class folks do which are
pretty unique and frankly speaking, defy all

logic to an outsider”.

Similarly, Alicia Souza is making comics on
her day-to-day things, mostly her relation
with family and friends. Suresh Eriyat a well-
known animator of India, he makes quite
interesting hand-drawn sketches of his life

including his wife and other scenarios.

Many other Indian artists are following their
culture and making a brilliant contribution to

the Indian comic industry.



My biggest inspiration when it comes to
making use of space and adding humor to

every comic is Calvin and Hobbes series.

Calvin and Hobbes is a daily American comic
strip created by cartoonist Bill Watterson.
Till this date Calvin and Hobbes comic strip
is very popular because of its theme, humor,
illustrations and much more. Watterson
stopped drawing Calvin and Hobbes at the

end of 1995.

In the comic series Calvin is highly intelligent,
though without any selfdiscipline or
concentration, a six year old boy with a

vivid imagination and a habit of getting into
trouble and adventure. The comic centers
around Calvin's life, his troubles, and his
adventures, with Hobbes alongside him as

his companion.
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Content

India is a store house of stories; we grew up
reading and listening to some truly beautiful
and amazing stories. The western world of
mythology simply cannot compete with what

we have in terms of themes and style.

While most of us grew up with the likes of
Archie and Jughead Jones, Tin Tin, Asterix
and Obelix, the Indian comics also had its
share of readership as they humorously
portrayed the general issues of the middle

class in India.

One of India’s best-selling comic book series,
Amar Chitra Katha was started by Anant Pai
in 1967. The comics were based on Indian
history and mythology, giving young readers

a delightful read of India’s past.

Pran Kumar Sharma, popularly known as
Pran, created Chacha Chaudhary in 1971.
The basis of this character was drawn from
Indian family tradition. Every family had a
wise elderly person who would resolve every
issue of the household and community at

large with his own punch of humor.
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Champak was different from the mainstream
comics as it had puzzles, jokes, brain teasers
and other activites in addition to the usual

stories.

A ghost resting on the back of a King
narrating amusing stories made Vikram
Betal a real page-turner. With a refreshing
plot and characters, it garnered the praise

from hundreds of loyal readers.

Raj Comics was the Badass of Indian comics.
The characters were dark, diabolical, and
dangerous. There was action, blood, gore,
and dark storylines. The language they

used was violent, the action real, and the

illustrations - top class.



Themes

When it comes to themes, the most
important question is what type of content
should | use in my comics? Comics have
been written in a variety of styles and
genres, to suit every taste. Some of the many
genres to be found in today's comics are:

* Superhero

+  Manga

+  Slice of life

*  Humor

+  Non-fiction

* Fantasy

* Horror

It can be:

Facts and Myths (Akbar Birbal,
Panchatantra)

Purely entertainment (Champak)
Hidden message (Tenali Raman)
History/ Informative (Amar chitra katha)

Supernatural (Nagraj)

And so on...

My main comic content will revolve around
relatable scenarios and Slice of life with
humor. As my concept of the comic will
revolve around middle class family Rather
than showing different senarios through
different characters, it will be better to
keep the characters of the comic constant
throughout the strips as we have seen in

most of the comics.



After a brief study about the content of the
comic, | came to the final four themes.

« Common Scenarios

*  Superstitions

«  Myths vs Facts

* Hypothetical
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Each will involve different situations.

As | want to keep my characters same
throughout the series, | will be making a
typical Indian family in my comic series. All
the situations and scenarios | will show with

them. It will help me connect better with my

AT

audience.
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Common Scenarios:-

There are some typical desi middle class

5 MOoM And her 0Cp For cim;,,]
3 (ﬂﬁdf&j ’\l‘ A'?ﬂi‘f&l\ Every mom in the house has obsession
3 Sunday is Baak d&y

3 NQ,V il Q'd er ‘Stlkds moms. From never ordering salads to
; - H LY Qf\f A) always trusting Homeopathy medicines,

e ] TVPFerU are Every day is an adventure in a common
o middle-class family.
19 And 356 on,, .,

things that we often do, for example,

with cleaning and it's a universal medical

condition that typically found in Indian
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Superstitions:-

Common examples of superstitious beliefs
in India include: a black cat crossing the road
symbolizes bad luck. All of us have been
brought up with a set of weird superstitions
and most of them simply defy logic. From
flipping upturned chappals to not cutting
nails at night to avoiding non-veg on
Tuesdays and Thursdays to hanging nimbu-
mirchi in front of our vehicles for safety, we
desis have been following age-old practices
because our nanis-dadis told us to do so

without offering any logical explanation.
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Myth vs Facts:-

Most of Indian myths are simply senseless
and originate out of people’s blind beliefs but
there are some that carry a scientific reason
backing them up. For example there's a saying
not to go near Peppal tree at night as peepal
trees are said to have scary ghosts residing in
them at night. The logical reason behind this
lies in Class 3 biology book. Although Peepal
is known to produce oxygen at night as well, it
is nothing compared to the amount of carbon
dioxide it releases after sunset. If a person
sleeps under a massive peepal tree at night
the CO2 inhaled by him will cause him to feel
suffocated, thereby giving the illusion of being

“possessed by a ghost”.
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Hypothetical:-
The whole concept of this theme will revolve

around any hypothetical situation like what

if parents had super powers what would 3 'F qu{nfs k\d S&r Q'P‘ugré
that be and how they are gonna use it. N
o . | A lm\Slut rei
What if furniture starts talking suddenly in . %iu
your house. What would they say and how 9 TQ‘ k\‘hs fbﬁﬂ| re

they gonna react to crazy Indian family. , ﬁ k‘ S‘t’ ;V\ H’B \\Sé
Calvin and Hobbes comics had the whole 3 ﬁ“a £ o0R,.,,

interplay between the two title characters, s e

H\Ipo{‘ﬂ@a#

S e SN i

but only Calvin can see Hobbes that he’s
X\

alive and thats what gave the strip its unique

personality that remained mostly untouched

during its decade-long run.
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Initial Ideation

1. For theinitial ideation, | started writing
every scenario that came to my mind
that will fit in certain themes (Common

scenario, Hypothetical, Superstitions,

and MythvsFacts).

2. Then I choose just one simple scenario
of “How a person eats Parle-G" from
the theme of the common scenario and

started making a rough sample without

finalizing any final character.

3. lwanted to exaggerate every move of
the character to give the essence of how
bad it feels when our beloved Parle-G

sadly drowns in a hot glass of milk/tea.

Expression exploration






Character’s Exploration

When | started with mother’s character,

| wanted to come up with typical Indian
mother’s face. So, | started remaking faces
from different movies and shows. Also taking

my mom as a one of the reference.

26



| wanted keep some things constant like

glasses and uncombed hair but | did try

some other variations too.




For the father's character, | started with
a similar process. Retracing the faces
from different Indian movies and shows.
| have observed that every father's
character or actor has a mustache, even
my father does. So, | wanted to keep
that constant.

Also, a little less hair or almost bald kind

of a look might do the rest of the trick.




i e A

A

My comic family would have one elder kid
around 15 years old and a younger one

around 7 years old.

| wanted to include at least one
grandparent. | think it's very important
to make it more relatable. Every typical
Indian family is incomplete without
grandparents and their constant

comments on everyday life.
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| tried to use basic shapes for my
characters. | did a lot of experiments by
changing different shapes and sizes of
the head and body. | wanted to be sure as
these characters would repeat throughout
the series. The characters should be

simple and impactful.









Introduction to Final Characters

2. DAD- GO0 Heyp »

This is an introduction pannel. After

many trials and errors, | came up with

these final characters.

ole)



Personalities

Name - SHANTI DATAR

Age - HS years old

Her Persona lity:

2 Talkative

> Super Caring
2 0¢p for cleanin
s 24/7 Work

» Super Extrovert
» V¢r7 Sensitive

» Kind hearted

Name - mr AANF\ND

Age - 50 years old

His Persona lity:

9 Strict but not cverjﬂ‘m

- Had a Rough Past

» Hardwork and honest

3 Loves to buy Ve:d:ables

» Bad in expressing his chc'njs
4 Saves money

> Neecl no techwology

34

Name - CHAN CHAL KUMART

Age - Unkrown

Her Persona lity:

> Keen Observer
50Ften talks to herself
» Interfecing nature

3 Tells stories

> Apply furny logics

2 Doesn't liRe ‘Shanti Pevi "
> Always 3“9"7
5> Over Strict



Name - DIBBI (PRIYA)
“ Name - TOTUV ( RAVI)

Age - 15 years old Age - F# years old

His Persona lity:
> ﬂnnoyinq
> Mischievous
% Hates school

» Scared to talk to boys 9 Scared of Spiders
» Wantsa pet

] I’roted:\'ve na'ture
» Sensitive and can'ng 941 8 » Loves to eat sweets
; » Giood heart

Her Persona '(4):
> Zero patience
> Can be amno_v’ed easi|7 .

-3 |n+¢.||c'3en‘t
F Play Sborts
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Some comics in progress

Oren Hidwtaal Moms moe

n

| took “How Indian moms make noodles

as my first comic. Taking my mother as
inspiration, she has her way to make
anything Indian, whether it's a Chinese

recipe or Italian. She never reads the

actual recipe, she just follows her own

“Hing ka Tadka"” every time, and voila!

Food is ready.

36
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This one is about our school days,

especially when there's an exam. As |

was quite bad in my studies, | remember

writing “Jai Mata Di" on every answer

sheet thinking god will help me to go

through this horror. Funny as it sounds, it

did happen gladly I passed all the time.

38
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| never really understood my mom'’s
obsession with any Tupperware product.
| lost once the Tupperware bottle and
believe me that was the worse day of my

life to this date.
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Newspaper - Comic sizes

< NHAT KIND OF PAL
WOUDIBEIF T

TOOK AWAY YOUR
UFE'S PURS 7\

Comic strip formats vary widely from

HI AND LOIS

publication to publication, so that the

same newspaper comic strip may appear

in a half-dozen different formats with

different numbers of panels, different

sizes of panels and different arrangement

Of pa n e | S. 125 Find the familiar phrase, saying or Fin‘
: : g_ - name in this arangement of letters. FOR'

418 G G o acmortantt

it . SWEETERIER. FLORBUNDA| v

5,- : ; nice to nibble on, i !E’:‘:‘E

: : e hrtholibenedle : =

Layout varies depending on whether : e e

. e S = n’\

you're doing a daily comic strip layout

SONTREAT, SATURDAY. JANUARY 7. 1900

i

ALLTHEBEST mb TR, 4
comics' € b | comics '

or a Sunday comic strip layout. Each

format has certain size restrictions and

limitations.

P s
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Dai |y Comics OVERTHE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

- WHAT KIND OF PAL

LGWEUP! FROM  \eRne! WHOA! IT'S YOUR|  WOULD TBE IF T
REASON FOR BEING!

TOOK AWAY YOUR
LIFE'S PURPOSEZ

+ Adaily comic strip layout is limited in space.

YOU WANT ME TO
WASTE MY TIME
ING TO
CHANGE YOU?

* The most common strip size that cartoonists

use to draw is a horizontal strip that's about

4 x 13 inches.

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson
%\i‘\ﬂN. QUIT CHARGING
| ARDUND THE HOUSE

« Adaily strip is usually carried on a standard

newspaper page, often alongside other

strips and non-comics matter (such as

crossword puzzles).

+ Itis usually printed as either a horizontal

strip (longer than it is tall) or a box (roughly

| WISH | HAD
PUT ON
SLINBLOCK

BOY, THE SUN
IS REALLY
BRIGHT TODAY!

square) in black and white, although in

recent years syndicates have offered daily

strips in color, and newspapers with the

ability to print it as such have done so.

1

N

© 487[]936[125
" S o1 2[458|37 6]
~ 356|712[8489]
g § 6 29|57 3|4 18|
2 49 B [ [835|124]|967]
x |2 B |17 4]/6 8 9[253
! 511 829 1|86 7|53 4]
B 5 6 5[3 4 1]7 9 2|
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Weekend Comics

T _ B RROR
»  Sunday comic strip layout sizes are typically a2 SECTION ___Ssiar v s i
bigger than the dailies.
* The Sunday features are also horizontal ARy T oo
DO SOMETIME WHEN /& & » AIR RAID WARDEN JOB.
. FISHING Sogg EHERE WABDEN~BUI 3 '™ FF DUTY. 7 USE OF HECK IT’S THE LEAST]
and reduced down to fit on a newspaper or Marers TR | SRt R
magazine page, but they're not reduced as
much as daily strips. ‘
R ' ' war oe 8 =
7 A N Y 4 1ICAN
« They're usually drawn at around 20 x 14 A N g Vi o R ) : deg gl s
k HINGS --~
inches and then scaled down to fit the size ¥
|
that runs in the newspaper. %
; :
« Thereis a much greater variety in Sunday ; - T
t I CANT MAKE ) TH SO . WOMPE
strip formats. PAgTES i
[ AN SMOKES:HEY 4
. . . | N fs
« Sunday strips are usually in color, published x ; « N4 THRSRRRANT
. . . 1
in a special newspaper section, the Sunday .
comics section. ’
' ' ' i X { 9. L : WHAT D'YO EA
« Comics sections usually come in one of two 1 NNR 72 — ‘éﬁ%’.’ﬁ“:ié%%ﬂi: L
A\ L\ WHY DIDN'T YA
\ o N vice STP??
sizes, full page or tabloid. = %
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Consistency

| have to keep some things constant as it
will be easy for people to recognize them.
If | keep on experimenting on every frame
with different titles and styles, it will
become impossible to make these comic

strips connect to one another.

Things to keep constant:

¢ Size
o Title
*  Font
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CURIOSITY 15 THE ESSENCE | | FOR BEXAMPLE , ou KNOW WELL, I'M GOMG TD SEE
OF THE SCOENTIFIC MIND. RO MILK COMES OUT WHAT HAPPENS WHEM I
b e : 1 | OUR HOSE IF Y0V LRJGH BMMALE MILY /NTD W

% WHILE mm%_/ NOSE AN LAUGH !

Daily Comic Strip

Moy \s
THE ESRENCE

M GUESSING
\T WILL SHOOT
OUT MY EARS.

calvin =< HopbEs ©
VRSN

CALVIN WAKES UPONE | HE HANGS ON TATHE WE CAN'T HOLDON!
DAY TO FIND HE \S GROUND FOR DEAR HE... HE LETS GO!
IMMUNE TO THE UFE, BUT H\S GRIP
FORCE OF GRANTIY. IS WEAKENWNG !

[HIGHER AND RIGHER,
AS UPWARD HE FALS !

L S/ ONW BY GRABBING THE TAIL FIN

ph R OF A PASSING JET DOES CALVIN

SAVE HIMSELF FROM BEING
HURLED OUT

Weekend comic strip

NO, NO, LET HIM
FINISH. TH\S 1S VERY
INTERESTING. SO
AFTER YOU LANDED
N PHOENIX, WHAT
HAPPENED ? g

SEWNING

WELL, T DON'T CARE. TM NOT
NELCRO ON THE
OUTSIDE OF AL WS QOTHES.




e Size

Daily comic strip layouts are usually
horizontal so they can scale down to fit in

a newspaper.

This will be the basic layout for the
daily comics. The pannels will keep on
changing from 2 pannel comic strip to

maximum 6 pannels.
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Sunday comic strip layouts are also

horizontal but are larger than the dailies.

2

5 6

This will be the basic layout for the
weekend comics. The pannels will keep
on chaning from 6 pannel comic strip to

more that 10, depending upon the story.




WE NEED
A LIMIT ON How
S00N PEOPLE

THEY
SHOULPD
HAVE TO BE
ABLE TO
MAKE AN
INTELLIGENT

3 pannel format

PECISION /L

by Brant parker and Jol xt
sevowfacebook.com/Wizardofld
INFORM ATTILA THE HUN

THAT STEINMETZ 1S
BACK FROM THE RAID:

THIS IS ALLYOUGOT T---A
BEPFRAME --- TWD --- WHY, WHEN T WAS
ANDIRONS ANP A SPITCON P PILLAGING AND
oY

.

-.-WE COULDNT GET ALL
THE GOLD AND SILVER
INTo TEN WAGONS!

-pitlage THen Swm
Alage Ten Sy

Now, WERE GolNe T
=2 YOUR ATTACK

co ove
FPLAN, STEP BY STEP-
2t 2

TS NO BIG THING, SIR, .. WE JUST
RIDE IN, SET FIRE T EVERYTHING
ANP THEN PILLAGE THE PLACE.

B

CURIOSITY 1S THE ESSENCE
OF THE SCIENTIFIC MIND.

4 pannel format

FOR EXAMPLE , 00 KNOW
HOW MILK COMES QUT
MOUR MOSE IF MOV LAJGH

WELL, I'M GOING TO SEE

WHAT WAPPENS WHEMN T

IMMALE MILY. /NTD wi
NOSE AMD LAUGH '

P D Bt by v e

Full page format



Research in Layouts for the Newspaper

When Sunday comic strips were first
introduced, each strip filled an entire
Nnewspaper page. Then that was cut to a half-

page. Then it was reduced further, but Sunday

strips still kept the same half-page dimensions.

it was just up to the paper how MUCH of each
strip should be printed and at what size. To
help with this task, various “formats” were
invented to allow comic strip panels to be
jumbled into two-row, three-row and fourth-
row reconfigurations. Certain panels were
designated “non-essential” and had to be
written under the assumption that they might

not be used.

There were some cartoonists that did their best

writing camouflage to attempt to disguise the

throwaway panels, but it was a wasted effort.
Other cartoonists wouldn’t even try, wasting
the panels on obvious filler content and
making the whole trick very obvious. However,
the method by which this was done differed

from comic to comic.
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CALVIN FORMAT

Used by: Calvin and Hobbes (early years), For

Better Or For Worse, BC, Cathy, FoxTrot (first

decade), Luann (first decade).

LOS, SIRZ
Ras

DOONESBURY FORMAT T ey I : O | P R
A | : [ 1 £ 5 [ i : Y ,; s
el

Used by: Doonesbury, Hi & Lois, Beetle Bailey,

Hagar The Horrible, Archie

SOLPIERS PO NOT 1 =M sorry, S
> I THOUGHT
22:?:";5.3}:' WERE A SERGEANT,

ARNOLD FORMAT

SHogS WITH - AND ‘(36 2
I OREW LITILE EXEBALLS
W MOTHERS CONTACT LENSES .

Used by: Arnold, Outland, The Family Circus,

Tiger, Mutts, The Boondocks, nearly every

AND THEN TIERE Wias THE | | (LALSS THE TMe £ PuT mic
TAE T SENT avr MOTHERS | | | MCKEX IOVSE £ARS 10 Max
ACTURE " ELECTROINSS f WAS 1 SUCH A HURRY THAT

WLUSTRATED SHE DIDMT NOTICE SHE HAD Em

H b — @zl-:eﬁn"rom.mb
& A5 -=
. W £ A

comic strip produced from 2000 onward

HALF-CALVIN FORMAT

SAM WILL BE UNHAPPY TO T YES, THANKS! I'D LIKE
HAVE MISSED YOU, ABBEY! | YOU, ANYWAY! YOU
HOW JOINI
A CUP OF COFFEE 7

TO TALKE WITH
PROBABLY KNOW
LSO LE

Used by: Judge Parker, Rose Is Rose, the

Scancarelli years of Gasoline Alley

THAT'S WHAT | WELL ,SHE SHE TOLD ME THAT et SHE SAID THAT HE 1S MEANWHILE, A DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY
- o QUESTIONS.
I HEARD' _/ STOPPED BY"T_.) SHE'S IN LOVE WITH LOVES ME, GLORIA ' 2 TIM AUSHLAND AT THE PENTTENTIARY
i3 ek

s
LOVE WITH HER !

49



GARFIELD FORMAT

HERE HE COMES... =
TWEEDLEDPEE, THE
WONDER DUMMY

Used by: Garfield, Peanuts, Blondie, Amazing

Spider-Man, Tank McNamara

HEY, OPIE,
WOOULD_ You
1 O

LA BALLTY
7‘

oo

=5
)
a r%( /4,:/_»/5

HE'S TIEDP UP AT
THE MOMENT

PRIBBLE

Q PRIEELE| o
“1 PRIBBLE é
g JTM DAVES iﬂ’://x D °’

PRINCE VALIANT FORMAT

Used by: Prince Valiant, Mark Trail, the Star

Wars strip

AFTER THE CRISPNESS HAS GONE OUT OF SPRING BUT
OF SUMMER ARRIVES; THAT NAFPY

FUNKY WINKERBEAN FORMAT

Used by: Funky Winkerbean

THIS 1S JUST M@ WASY

I WANT TO EXPERIENCE
OF GETTING INTO THE
ROWE OF PLAQING

THE RHPTHM OF OUR

DOING HEREZ WFE AM%&E‘F INTO
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Title for the comic

After spending quite some time on this | came
up with the title. | wanted to keep the name
that will not only compliment the comics but
also gives a quiet sense of what this comic is
about. Giving the essence of the Indian spices

and culture that we all inherit.

“Mango” was the first word that got finalized
quite soon. As mango is a very popular fruit
among us and it comes in so much variety, the
kind of same way we differ from one another
but stays bound by the same thread. Also,
Mango in Hindi translates “AAM” which is

“Common” in English. Common is something

which my comic stands on. The life of common

people.

Then to compliment the Mango, with added
spices and some funny conflicts of Indian
middle-class family what would be better than
the word “Pickle”. “Pickle” is made with raw
Mango with added spices and oil. This is a

popular condiment in Indian cuisine.

So, “MANGO PICKLE" got finalized.

PIcKLE
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L .

Also, a logo would do the rest. As the name
sugest, a typical Indian Handi (Pot) filled with

mango pickle kept on a piece of cloth.




Font Experimentation

| tried writing it in the some of the comics but
my writing kept on changing and as | have to
keep the font constant throughout the stips,
using some typeface would be better option

for my comics.

Also, | did a lot of research on hand lettering
but it turns out, it's not that simple. | might
need a whole lot of time to learn on how to

hand write my own comics.

| experimented with some fonts like
Noteworthy, Anime ace and KG. Noteworthy
is a handwritten script typeface font. Initially |
have used this font for few comics. Anime Ace
2.0 is freeware for independent comic

book creation. KG is designed by Kimberly

Geswein, KG is a hand drawn font family.

Exaetly 3 seconds later

MANGO PICKLE by D-bavr

MY SCHOOL
BLAZER HAVE

CLEANIN&"?

Font - Anime Ace

What's Wm“_g, My mom
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[ Er!l!
T MISS
SLMMERS.

MANGO  PICkLE by Dbaw



Final comics

Weekday Comic Strip
For daily pannel in newspaper
Size - 13in x 4in

Weekend Comic Strip Weekend Comic Strip

For full page in newspaper
Size - 13in x 20in

For half page in newspaper
Size - 13in x 8in
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Lately I'm
feeling that
nothing makes
sense anymore.
Why are we

even living?

I'm not able
to focus on

anything
these days.

What is our

purpose?

Weekday Comic Strip

For daily pannel in newspaper
Size - 13in x 4in

What should
| do?

Subh jaldi utho.
Sab thk ho

Jayega.

MANGO  PICkLE by D-havr



ANGO PICKLE

V:vj«?m

e —

Where are
you going?

At bo clock
in the
morning? /

i y ’ :r_;-i
U 4 I'm just %
B getting ready S
I Ls

On sunday?
Bank band

Will take scotty

to the service
centre.

Weekend Comic Strip

For half page in newspaper
Size - 13in x 8in

Need something
from the

market?
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Will go the
bank then.




a‘lf

Weekend Comic Strip

For full page in newspaper
Size - 13in x 20in

FOR MORE COMICS PLEASE
REFER TO THE FINAL
SUBMITTED PDF BOOK.
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Learnings

When | started the project, | didn’t know |
would have to go through so many things.
“Making comics is fun” | always thought. But
as | went deep in making comics, it's lot harder

than | expected.

Thanks to the amazing books out there, |

got a lot of clarity - “Understanding Comics:
The Invisible Art” by Scott McCloud, “Comics
& Sequential Art” by Will Eisner, Humorous
Illustration by Nick Meglin and so many more.
| took reference to many graphic novels and
comics. | refered to many comics that were
published in the newspaper and to this date,
most of them still continue to amuse the

audience.

| realised that making comics is quite a

complex task. The struggle of thinking about

the story and humor, that too for such fewer
frames, the pressure of getting your audience

to relate to it, was quite hard.

But in the end | learned a lot, did various

experiments and also had lot of fun making

this comic.
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Future Scope

I will continue working on “Mango Pickle”,
that's for sure. | believe this topic has a lot of
potential. | can introduce more characters like

maids, friends, neighbors, relatives, and so on.

Currently, almost the whole comic revolves
around common scenarios. | will try to work
onNn Mmore stories that will happen in different
locations for example - What happens when
a family takes a trip somewhere or goes

shopping in a mall.

There are tons of things that | can add in the
Nnext comics. | can experiment more with
colors, background, speech bubbles, etc. |

will continue Mmy study of designing comics by

reading various books and by taking references

of successful comic artists.
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