il ..;u

l‘ig. Outline wap of Assam

. THE BELL METAL INDUSTRY
 OF SARTHEBARI

Sarthebart s home to the bell metal industry,
the second lavgest handicrabt of Assam. About
hO per cemt of Hhe people in Hhe villagc ave
Li\eaaui W Hais cottage mdustvy. Bell wetal
as a orebt has survvived for ages, yer therve
i ltHe tvansihov n Hhe wethod of Pvcpaving
bell wetal ttems as far as Sarthebavi is concerned.

Tlm. araﬁ:mm 'rveerw.d 4+ as +the Kahav- or 073,
sﬁ Te

XORA1 — A BRIEF Looik AT
BELL METAL PRODUCTE (N ASSAM

The Xorai is a bel wmetal procuck and one of the
Yradifional symbols of fissam. Made of a wixhure of 387
copper and 227, 4in, the alloy is Known as [|Kah (m) "
fissamese terminology . A dish is wounted on a stand
ofu%;nally used o hald oH-evma; to odeitHes. ot
vecent times, i+ is also purposed as a decovahve
piece or to welcome guests with betel nuts and leaves
or frut s, or %'wm as @ gtk to persons o honour uving
felicitations.  Sarthebari in the 'Batpeta dictmint of
Mssam s well known dow ibs bell wietal cvaft.

The bell metal ndustry in Assam dates bace to

the Hwme o the Mauryan peviod. Written vecovd s of
the 4t centuvy provide ample <videnee of

Savtebavi s assodabew with bell mmetal cvabt. Some
names like Hoav of Pus\«?avam Kahav | ogme of He fveedom
Kgntors (invelved in Hhe  vevelt ot Lachima (viliage
in savthebari) exist in the  bel) metal histovy o
the atbovevmenhomed PPwn. He it Kkwown tv have

created exquisite products like bhogjara , xovai,

teman bota, jar kani, dutg du‘S lo¥a and many wove .
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Bidar, Karnataka

Biday s a eity W the  yiorthe e fevin
pavt of Ravmataka. It is the hub wheve
Bidv wetal evalt s <K\ prachiced and the
ideal place ko see  the best Bdm art and
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the local crabbswmen ab wevie. 4 c >\z :/a t
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| Bidriware

The xovai is an aH'evin% tray wade
Using #he cralt ol Bidav: Bidwiwave’.
The object is used to hoid dvy $vuits
or Kept mc.vgfy As & decorative piecs due
its deep black colour: Theve is a fo the intvicacy oF the imlay wervk . 12
sPuia\ soil  found excsively in was alse %ivuw as oikts b vuob‘-h'g and

f the Bidavr Fovt that is used to { had high value.

Bidviwave is wanutachuved fvowm an
an\) of coppev: and zme i the vahe

j 1:1¢ bj casHv\g. The 2inc %i\/es' s

w\akz the would Fov the waves
Tlne_ cvabt 8aks its name F+yowm

e vevy bwn it was Bvsk developed S

WM, W He Nl"’unhmy C-€. under the a-rl:uV\d y]—l.l{{}.

vule of the Bahwman Sultans | Riday

in Kavnataka.

E 77,9:5 of Bidri wavic. l

1 Teh nashin
2. Adtabi
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2. TFaxkash) - Wive wovk on qrooves MM&M

sl nathin, - in\ay wi th Im'aln /Iow

.(die{'.

) - thiek (nlay of :auH/ri(vc\f

<% oleep zmanvivxo: on A barer

etal suvbace.
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The bell - shaped abject with its historical

Iint«&ge to Assam - the xovai originafres in
(9

Sarthebari i the Barpeta distriet of +he
state . The product would be construected by
the hands of skilled eraltsmen in  bell
yetal. A mow obsolete form of cvaH’ Hhe
mdusrw:’ in  Sarthe bayi started iks decline
avound the 2040s-50s. ﬁmon% its fittle
Known attributes tv people outside o e
pre sent oiaj ghost town the xora lwould
also be cratted as tall as 1 wetve hig b

but it slowly task its small $orm as we see

_DespHe s%ick'\v\% to ks e’r\‘gina\ losk and feel e
interior contains a ha\ogfaf»ﬁc olevice  ospevahinio on

Voice TLQogniHoﬂ that Suides  you Hr\'f‘oug’n hscam,
its ~ich hish)f_\j and as 3 wap .

_ It also serves as a small decorabive with
shape b-{mg recognizable 3¢ unigue 4o Agsam.







