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The Problem

Promoting multilingualism
through storytelling in the
Indian context
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Pratham Books launches Adi Kahani series
June 27, 2014
Odisha Channel Bureau Bhubaneswar,
June 28: Pratham Books launched the
first set of ten books in four tribal =
languages and four story cards for the
reading pleasure of children at Bakul
Foundation, Bhubaneswar.Tribal
children face many challenges when they
LEARNING enrol in schools, the least among them is
AID to learn in a language that is different
from their mother tongue.The State of
Odisha has recognized this, and has
TS taken the lead in imparting education in
the mother tongue, in the early grades.The educational journey of lakhs of tribal children
will be easier and more rooted in their own reality and culture.Drawing inspiration from

|a?1rgc:;r2§:2§ d this, three organizations, Pratham Books, Ignus-ERG with the support of Bernard van
5 . Leer Foundation, held workshops with authors speaking Saura, Munda, Kui and Juanga
its learning; languages.This has led to a unique partnership to publish books for children in these tribal
(2pleBlic languages, according to a press release issued on Friday.The books are in bilingual
e format.Using Odia script, they have charming stories for beginner readers drawn from the

rich oral tradition of these languages and the illustrations use tribal art with contemporary
twist.The event started with the launch of the books by Padmashri D.P.Pattnayak (eminent
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Language mascots
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Duolingo, Glossika, LanguageBird, Speechling...

\\\ Many companies that offer language learning products/services use an owl, parrot, or some other bird
\ / as their app logo and corporate mascot.

ﬂ For some of us, owls are a cultural connotation of wisdom, but not every culture characterizes them
this way (many do not). Parrots are sometimes associated with repetition and imitation (is that what
learning a language is all about?). And while many species of birds are extremely intelligent, many

/ other animals are as well (dolphins, elephants, octopus, etc.).

How do you feel about associating birds with language learning? Does something else come to mind
when you think about learning another language?
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