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Introduction 
 
Gaddi is a tribe that resides mainly in Himachal Pradesh of India. People of this tribe are seen around the moun-
tain range of Dhauladhar, Chamba, Bharmour, and a few places near Dharamshala. The Massive population of 
Gaddis resides in Kangra. These people belong to the class of shepherds whose job is to look after the goats and 
sheep. There are several myths related to the origin of Gaddis. But according to anthropologists and popular be-
lief, Gaddis are known to have transmigrated several times. During 850-70CE, a part of Brahmin Gaddis moved to 
a place called Chamba and settled there permanently. It is also mentioned that a set of Gaddis also flew to moun-
tain ranges as they could not accept the strict rule of Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb. This incident took place in the 
seventeenth century. Gaddis can be classified into various sections. They are Khatris, Thakurs, Dhangars, Rajputs, 
Ranas, and Brahmins. These people are truly loyal to their tribal beliefs and spirituality. Gaddis are the believers 
of both Hinduism and Islam. They are especially known to be the worshippers of Lord Shiva, and the festival of 
‘Maha Shivratri is celebrated with immense zeal and enthusiasm. In the matter of language, Gaddis speaks Gaddi 
language. But they use Takri language for a literary purpose. Nowadays, the trend is set by a Devanagari script. 
Due to the local requirement, Gaddis are taking up the contemporary language ‘Hindi’ for their use. 

Based on their dressing style, Gaddis can be differentiated into various types. Male Gaddis wear a sort of Chola 
with a turban known as sofa’ with Dora, whereas female Gaddis wear a sort of garment known as ‘Launchiri’. They 
also wear scarves on their head, which serves as a colourful covering for the head. People of the Gaddi communi-
ty, both men and women, have the tradition of wearing gold earrings. The typical ornaments worn by this com-
munity’s women are semi-precious stoned items and necklaces that are embellished with mirror work. Peacock 
feathers are also used in these ornaments to enhance the beauty of it. They even have a particular style of dance 
that goes on dancing in circles till they get exhausted. They have a trend of attaching a lengthy strand of about 
25 meters by the wrist, and both males and females follow it. This is mainly considered to be immensely symbol-
ic. Thus, according to the opinions of cultural anthropologists, Gaddis has a lush and opulent cultural background 
with the historical significance that contributes a significant share in the development of this tribal community.

The main occupation of Gaddis is shepherding. By selling goats, mules, horses, and sheep, they make their liveli-
hood. Though they are known as nomadic in older days but now, as they have made their settlements in villages, 
they are involved in diverse occupations to reach the daily requirements. Thus, Gaddis’s huge segment is into 
weaving, farming, and other government jobs.  Gaddis considers sheep and goats as their property as they use 
these animals in various ways. The milk and meat of goats and sheep are used for consumption by them, the 
wool is used for making multiple woolen articles, and skin is used for making Kharchi and other products. Wom-
en of this community also involve themselves in the weaving of their dresses at home and wear them on special 
occasions. These women are experts in weaving Pattu and Gardu (woolen blankets) that are used as the primary 
clothing among them. They prepare numerous woolen articles for their family using sheep wool. These woo-
len strands are initially sorted by lengths and are used for making different articles. Further, they are washed, 
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cleaned, and combed. This combed wool is then spun using the spinning wheel, and the fabric is finely woven on 
the loom.  The blankets that are prepared by these women can be divided into different ways.  They can be differ-
entiated as ‘Gardu’, ‘Gardi’ and ‘Dodh’

   • Gardu is a blanket that consists of black and white square patterns formed alternatively. This patterned blan
      ket is considered the specialty of this community. The fabric of about 45x60m widths called ‘patti’ is made, and 
      these two pieces are joined together to broaden it. The length of these is approximately 5-5.5m, and the width 
      is 1-1.25m. The possessing of Gardu is considered a symbol of status in the Gaddi family. Gardu is so warm that 
      it protects shepherds from both snow and rain.

   • Gardi is lighter when compared with Gardu. It follows the same pattern as that of Gardu, but the total size of 
      Gardi is smaller in size.

   • Dodh is a woolen fabric that is of one single colour. It is either grey or white. Its weight and size are almost the 
      same as Gardu. It is decorated with coloured threads occasionally.

An artisan named Pyar Singh residing at Himachal Pradesh is well versed in Gaddi blanket making. His ancestors 
were involved in sheep farming. In later days, their family initiated to cut sheep’s hair, cleaned it, and started 
extracting the woolen yarns.

Artisans’ family is involved in Gaddi blanket making.
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Gaddi blanket is made by using black and white wool.

Artisan engaged in the cleaning process. Senior artisan giving finishing to the product.
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Tools and Raw Materials 
 
The tools and raw materials that are used for making Gaddi blankets are as follows:

• Wool: It is the basic raw material used for weaving a Gaddi blanket.

• Cutter: It is used for chopping off the wool and the first layer sin of the sheep.

• Wool Carding Brush: It is used for cleaning the wool.

• Spinning Wheel: The spinning wheel is used for forming woolen threads.

• Whorl Drop Spindles: It is used for whirling the woolen thread on to it.

• Fly Shuttle: It is used while weaving to pass the woolen threads from one side to
  the other.

• Pirn: It is used to wind the yarn for weaving.

Pit loom used to weave a blanket.Processed sheep wool.
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A tool used to prepare the warp wool.

A pointed nail brush used to process the raw wool.The black and white bobbins are used as per the 
requirement.
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Making Process 
 
Gaddi making process begins with the peeling of thin layer skin and shearing of the fleece of sheep. Usually, the 
yarn is peeled during the hot weather. The shearer does this process of shearing the fleece off. The fleece is then 
cleaned using a wool carding brush, as the raw fleece contains manure, natural oil, etc., that has to be removed 
thoroughly. The long-staple wool fibers are processed into yarn with the help of a spinning machine. Thus, the 
yarns are further wrapped around the spindles. These spindles are additionally put in a fly shuttle for weft yarns. 
And some woolen yarns are prepared for the warping process. It is made using a warping frame. Once the warp-
ing yarns are set, they are attached to the loom. Thus, the weaving process gets to begin. Warping yarns are the 
length of the fabric that is being weaved using the fly shuttle with the loaded pirn for the weft process. Here 
the cross threads that pass from one side to another under the warp threads to make a fabric is called the weft. 
Accordingly, the blanket is weaved, and the extras are cut off. The product is detached from the loom, and the 
edges of the blanket are tied firmly. These are then folded and sold.Source:  

https://www.dsource.in/resource/gaddi-making-
himachal-pradesh/making-process

Design Resource

Gaddi Making - Himachal 
Pradesh
Woolen Blanket 
by
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral
NID Campus, Bengaluru

1. Introduction
2. Tools and Raw Materials
3. Making Process
4. Products
5. Video
6. Contact Details

https://www.dsource.in/resource/gaddi-making-himachal-pradesh/making-process
https://www.dsource.in/resource/gaddi-making-himachal-pradesh/making-process


D’source
Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in

8

Flowchart:
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Sheep shearing is the process by which the woolen 
fleece of a sheep is cut off.

Sheep shearing is the process by which the woolen 
fleece of a sheep is cut off.

Wool is converting into a thin thread using the charkha 
machine.

The wool is cleaned using a pointed nail brush.
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The woolen thread is wounded into a bundle.Wool is converting into a thin thread using the charkha 
machine.

Warp threads are passed through the heddles.Wool is warped in the wooden frame.
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Weft wool is placed in the flying shuttle.Weft wool is placed in the flying shuttle.

The blanket (Kambli) has been folded.A knot has been tied at the end of the blanket.
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Products 
 
Gaddi blankets are available in various sizes and various designs. They are entirely eco-friendly blankets. It takes 
two to three months to manufacture a large size blanket. The blanket price includes the thickness of the blanket, 
weight, size, design, and labor. It approximately costs around 500-700rs per blanket. Black and white-coloured 
blankets are also available.

Collection of Gaddi blankets.Gaddi blanket.

A view of different products.
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Video 

Gaddi Making - Himachal Pradesh 
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Contact Details 
 
This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at NID, Bengaluru. 

You can get in touch with him at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 

You can write to the following address regarding suggestions and clarifications:
 
Key Contacts:
Mr. Pyar Singh
Bundla Nachir Village
Palampur, Kangra-176061
Mob:-9817878551 

Helpdesk Details:
Co-ordinator
Project e-kalpa
R & D Campus
National Institute of Design
#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road
Bengaluru 560 022
India

Phone: +91 80 2357 9054
Fax: +91 80 23373086
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com
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