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Introduction 
 
The state of Jammu & Kashmir is famous for its rich heritage of handicrafts. Crafts have played a very vital role in 
society and the economy. Crafts are an intrinsic part of everyday life and every household boasts of an artisan in 
the family.

The crafts are almost always intricate. Whether it is the pashmina shawl or the paper maché box, the crafts are 
actually artistic pieces that take ages to make.

The textiles of the region are world-famous: the pashmina shawl, the Kani shawl, the woolen carpet, etc are all 
known around the world and the region gets identity from these crafts. So are the paper-maché products, the 
willow baskets and the wooden furniture elements.Source:  
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There are also some lesser-known crafts of the region like copper sheet metal work and leather bags that are 
losing their markets because of the reduction in the number of practitioners.

Aims & Objectives:
The major aims of the project are two-fold:
• To design packaging for the exclusive crafts of the state so that the value of the product and    its presentation 
is enhanced, and
• To use the skills and materials that are abundantly available in the state for packaging.

The objectives of the assignment were to apply a new concept to the craft sector that usually ignores the aspect 
of packaging. It also seeks to use packaging as a new avenue for new product development. With materials like 
paper-mache and wood, willow and fabrics the crafts abundantly lend themselves to packaging for products 
made in other parts of the country as well.Source:  
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Slide Show 
 
Design process that was followed:

• Analysis and Approach
• J & K Craft: An Introduction
• Aims & Objectives
• Crafts & Craftsmen for Packaging
• Paper Pulp & Painted Product for Packaging
• Packaging
  - Dry Fruit Packaging
  - Saffron Packaging
  - Shawl and Stole Packaging
  - Carpet Packaging
  - Watch Packaging
  - Shawl and Stole Box Packaging

• Prototype List
• List of Artisans
• Designer Profile

Resource Downloads:
• Packaging of Handicrafts Products - Slide Show – pdf

Source:  
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Contact Details 
 
This Project was done by Product Designer Mr. A. Balasubramaniam. These craft development studies were 
undertaken by Designers for CDI, Srinagar and have been contributed by Mr. Farooki, Director, The Crafts 
Development Institute (CDI), Srinagar.

You can get in touch with Mr. A. Balasubramaniam at bala.productdesigner[at]gmail.com
 
Key Contacts:
Mr. M. S. Farooki, Director,
and
Mr. A. Balasubramaniam
Product Designer & Dean,
IILM School of Design
B-48, Ground Floor, Ardee City,
Sector-52, Gurgaon - 122003, India
Phone: 91-124-4144908
Mobile: 9811128908

You can write to the following address regarding suggestions and clarifications: 

Helpdesk Details:
Co-ordinator
Project e-kalpa
Department of Design
Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati
North Guwahati
Guwahati 781039
Assam,
India

Phone: +91-361-2582500, +91-361-2582451
Fax: +91-361-2690762
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com
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