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Introduction 
 
Potli means a cotton bag. The history of uses of potli bags dates back to the Vedic civilization. It was used to carry 
utility things in the olden days, which now become fashion accessories of the modern Indian women. A simple 
cloth bag has changed to a fascinating look along with the embellishments. Its uses were traced back to famous 
Hindu epics like Ramayana and Mahabharata. In Ramayana, when Lord Rama went in the forest on his exile for 
fourteen years accompanied by his brother Lakshman, who carried a potli bag containing mud of Ayodhya, 
clothes, and fruits. The potli bags were used in Mahabharata by Pandavas during exile to take their personal be-
longings. It had an essential role during the Vedic period. Potli was also used for massage during Vedic period. For 
potli massage, a bag filled with various Ayurvedic medicinal herbs was used for conducting massage. Later, small 
potlis with drawstrings were used by rich people to carry money in the form of gold coins. Larger potlis were 
used to carry things, clothes, and essential items. Most communities and travelers use potli bags and pouches of 
various sizes.

Potli bags have existed in India for a long time. The traditional simple potli bag has transformed with time. Potli 
bags are essentially made out of rich cloths such as silk, satin, or velvet. These are embellished with embroidery, 
beads, pearls, and mirrors. Typical potli bag designs vary from Bhopal beaded potli bags; Kutch embroidered polti 
bags to Benaras potli bags. Now a day’s potli bags gain popularity as a fashion accessory and are comes with inno-
vative designs. It is used very commonly in marriages by Indian women to match their attire. Indian potli bags are 
not only famous in India but also in the international market due to their mesmerizing appearance. Potli purses, 
potli clutch bags, potli pouches, and the potli sack purse are new looks of potli bags. These bags suits all kinds 
of attire, right from traditional Indian attire to indo-western dresses. Being lightweight and eco-friendly, these 
are great in demand. However, artisans are coming out with innovative designs. Ms. Devika is a polti bag-making 
artisan from Panji, Goa. She is a master in making different kinds of bags. Various types of materials are used for 
making bags, such as cotton, jute, and satin. Goa is a place of tourist destination. Its beaches, nightlife, place of 
worship, and handicrafts attract a large number of tourists.
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The cotton bags.Ms. Devika, a cotton bag making artisan.
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Tools and Raw Materials 
 
The tools and raw materials that are used for Potli Cotton Bag are as follows:

• Satin Cloth: Different colours of cloths are used to make a potli bag.

• Satin Ribbon: It is used to make a holder to the potli bag.

• Scissors: It is used to trim the extra piece of cloth and thread.

• Measuring Tape: It is used to measure the cloth as per the requirement of the
  potli bag.

• Safety Pin: It is used for inserting satin ribbon.

• Sewing Machine: It is used to stitch bags.

Yarn thread is used in the cotton bag sewing.
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The Sewing machine.The cotton cloth is used for making bag.

A safety pin is used to pull the satin ribbon through the edges.

Source:  
https://www.dsource.in/resource/potli-bag-panjim-
goa/tools-and-raw-materials

Design Resource

Potli Bag - Panjim, Goa
Fashion Accessory 
by
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Srikanth B.
NID Campus, Bengaluru

1. Introduction
2. Tools and Raw Materials
3. Making Process
4. Products
5. Video
6. Contact Details

https://www.dsource.in/resource/potli-bag-panjim-goa/tools-and-raw-materials
https://www.dsource.in/resource/potli-bag-panjim-goa/tools-and-raw-materials


D’source
Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in

6

The measuring tape is used to measure the cloth size.Pink colour satin ribbon.

The Scissor is used for cutting the cloth and threads.
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Making Process 
 
Potli bags are made by using two different patterns of satin cloth. Two cloths are kept adjacent to stitching. The 
edges are stitched with the help of a sewing machine. The cloth, which is supposed to be exposed outside, is kept 
under the other cloth while stitching. Once the stitching is completed it is kept on a table to level the cloths. Then 
it is ironed to remove wrinkles and to give stiffness.

All four corners are folded evenly as per the measurement and are being marked. The thread is being inserted 
as per the colour combination on the machine. A variety of colour combinations are used for an attractive look. 
A small gap is left while stitching the four corners for inserting satin ribbon. A safety pin is being pinned at the 
corner of the satin ribbon to insert it inside the gap easily. A long satin ribbon is inserted inside the four corners 
of stitched cloth. At one end the satin ribbon is cut and knotted by the artisan. One more satin ribbon is inserted 
and knotted in the same way. The cloth is turned inside to outside after the corners are being stitched. As the 
completion of this process, the satin ribbon is pulled up tightly. This gives a complete shape of a potli bag, which 
is ready to carry gifts.
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Flowchart:
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The cloth edges are stitched using the sewing machine.The artisan is cutting the cloth and measuring the fold-
ed area.

The artisan has attached the thread on the sewing ma-
chine for sewing the bag.

The stitched cloth is turned other side.
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Satin ribbon is inserted through stitched edges with 
the help of a safety pin.

The required length of ribbon is cut using the Scissors.The artisan is sewing the folded edge part.
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The ribbon edges are knotted to make the cotton bag.

Knotted ribbon is pulled for closing the potli bag.The final product of the potli bag.
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Products 
 
The artisan named Mrs. Devika Kalgutkar is from Panjim, Goa. The Potli bag’s price ranges from 200 INR to 500 
INR based on cloth materials used and workmanship. The varieties of products made by the artisan are Potli 
bags, Samosa bags, and Shoulder bags, etc.

Different types of ladies handbags.
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Red and yellow coloured potli bag.Red coloured cotton rectangular handbag.

Colourful jute cotton bags.The designer handle attached to the handy bag.
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Video 

Potli Bag - Panjim, Goa 
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Contact Details 
 
This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Srikanth Bellamkonda at NID, Bengaluru. 

You can get in touch with Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 

You can write to the following address regarding suggestions and clarifications:
 
Key Contacts:
Ms. Devika Kalgutkar
House no. 514,
Mestabhat Merces Panjim,
Goa - 403005.
Cell phone: 9822148983 

Helpdesk Details:
Co-ordinator
Project e-kalpa
R & D Campus
National Institute of Design
#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road
Bengaluru 560 022
India

Phone: +91 80 2357 9054
Fax: +91 80 23373086
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com
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