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Abstract:

This paper illustrates the process of designing my first typeface, Balcony, which is a display
type family inspired by motifs of metal safety grills. It is a monospaced typeface with all
characters confined in a square frame. The primary purpose of the type family is to create
a grill-like pattern when letterforms are placed together. The best way to use this typeface
is without leading, as shown in the visuals.

The character set is minimal and accompanied by two stylistic sets. The first set contains
most characters with more decorative elements and the second set includes Dingbats.
These Dingbats are simplified geometric motifs that may be used for any kind of ornamen-
tation.

The diacritics letterforms are geometrically squeezed within the square frame

to include the accents. This experimental typeface comes with about 650

characters and four weights (Thin, Light, Regular, Bold). The family also supports Western
and Central European languages.
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| like to believe that inspiration can come from anywhere, anytime and in any form. All
you have to do is keep your eyes open, observe your surroundings and make the most of

it. My moment came while doing a photography assignment. A few years ago, | took up an
assignment to capture Latin alphabet forms that one could observe in the environment
around. Like a ring resembling an ‘O’ form, a pair of open scissors resembles ‘X’, and so
on. | found a couple of letters like ‘H’, ‘E’, and ‘I’ on the safety grills of my school building
and then kept on finding more such possible letterforms in grills. | started documenting
metal safety grills that resembled any letterforms, motifs that could be used to construct
letterforms or just beautiful designs.

Wooden, stone, and iron window grills were a feature of ancient Egypt, the Roman Empire,
medieval Scotland, and dynastic China. Later, in 1886, John Wesley Harbert introduced
the concept of installing window grills, creating the protection that was durable and
ornamental. Animal motifs, elaborate curlicues, and mesmerising geometric shapes dot
the window or door protection landscape.
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My growing collection of metal grill pictures had remained unused until my second year of
college when | was looking for a geometric, specifically squarish typeface for a class assign-
ment. Unable to find such a typeface, | decided to make myself one. | selected some
motifs and minimised them into very basic and geometric motifs. This set of motifs func-
tion like base-grids on which most of the characters are based. For example, circular
motifs were used to make letters like O, C, Q and G. At that time, | just made the letters
and numerals. Later, | happened to show the concept to Hitesh Malaviya (Rocky) and he
encouraged me to expand it and make it into a fully functioning typeface. He taught me
the basics of font editing software and gave me feedback from time to time.

Named as Balcony, the typeface is very decorative and made for display purposes. It can be
used to write words or phrases. Due to its design, Balcony becomes hard to read when used
in sentences or paragraphs. Its highly geometric features may be used to identify it as Art
Deco. It is a monospaced typeface with all characters confined in a square frame. Letter-
forms do not have sidebearings and rather tend to sit right beside each other. The space
character is depicted as an empty square frame. The main idea of the typeface is to create
a grill-like pattern when letterforms are placed together. This creates an illusionary experi-
ence for the reader. The best way to use this typeface is without leading, where there is
no space between the two lines and the frames of the letterforms completely overlap each
other, just like a grid!

The typeface underwent a lot of corrections. Initially, | noticed a couple of diverse design
languages being followed by various characters, and | wanted to have all of them. So |
introduced stylistic sets among most letterforms. Earlier Balcony had three stylistic sets.
The default character set is very basic and is accompanied by two stylistic sets. The first
set contains most characters with more decorative elements and the second set includes
Dingbats. These Dingbats are simplified geometric motifs that may be used for any kind of
ornamentation. Balcony only contains uppercase since lowercase letterforms contain
ascenders and descenders which cannot be set in a square frame, unlike uppercase. The
numerals have been proportionately decreased in size to make fractions. Most of the
characters touch the square frame instead of floating in the air. The logical reason for this
was to mimic the motifs of metal grills which are always connected to each other.
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The diacritic letterforms are geometrically squeezed within the square frame to include
the accents. The base characters move downwards when there is an accent on top and
upwards when there is an accent mark on the bottom. Balcony comes in four different
weights (Thin, Light, Regular, Bold). This experimental type family comes with about 650
characters. The family also supports Western and Central European languages.

| leave it up to the designer to use the family however they want. Balcony welcomes plenty
of possibilities. It can be used as a drop cap, titles, masthead, etc. Balcony can be given a
physical structure as well, in the form of jewellery, furniture, etc.

After working for almost a year on it, | launched the family on MyFonts in February 2021.
(Link) Balcony has been featured in the “Women of Type” section by The Malee Scholarship
by Sharp Type, New York. (Link)

Balcony has also received the “Certificate of Typographic Excellence” in the 24th Annual

TDC Typeface Design Competition by the Type Directors Club in the Students’ category of
Type Family. (Link)The winning project, Balcony, has been featured in the Page Magazine,
a German publication focusing on the creative

industry (Link).
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https://www.myfonts.com/fonts/shaily-patel/balcony/
https://themaleescholarship.org/type
https://www.tdc.org/competitions/typeface-design-winners-2021/
https://page-online.de/typografie/die-gewinner-des-tdc-2021-typo-lettering/

