
Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in
1

D’source

Source:  
https://dsource.in/resource/village-exhibition-
manav-sangrahalaya

Design Resource

Village Exhibition at Manav 
Sangrahalaya
The Exhibitions of the Indian Villages
by
Palash Vaswani
IDC, IIT Bombay

1. Introduction
2. The Village Exhibition
3. Manav Sangrahalaya
4. Contact Details

https://dsource.in/resource/village-exhibition-manav-sangrahalaya
https://dsource.in/resource/village-exhibition-manav-sangrahalaya


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in
2

D’source

Introduction 
 
The open-air exhibition displays an array of splendid traditional and cultural dwellings and structures ranging 
from Costal Village with their hilly tracts and dense forest zones, to Desert Village and the Himalayan Village. All 
these villages, with their dwellings and structures and shrines, are built using in-situ raw materials directly by 
the respective tribal communities. These villages with their marvelous architecture not only reflects a variety of 
cultural life, but tell a story of bio- cultural evolution of man and his adaptation with space and time. From the 
household objects to their specific patterns and designs, sacred plants and all the ritualistic objects are planted 
inside and outside the respective village.
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The Village Exhibition

Coastal village Desert village

Himalayan village
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Coastal village 
 
As the name suggests, villages from Kerala, Tamilnadu, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, etc. represents the coastal vil-
lages. One of the major attractions of this exhibit is the shrine of Ayyanar, a popular village guardian deity from 
Tamilnadu, with terracotta figures of horses and elephants (transport for the Ayyanar) in various sizes. Other eco- 
friendly structure are the wooden houses of Aarapura and Naalkettu showing antique, carved doors and pillars 
and beautiful architecture of the house that existed in the ancient days of Kerela. The unique feature of Nalu-
kettu (house build without the use of an iron-nail) has been equally maintained. All the objects related to these 
villages inside and outside the houses have been recreated and kept in their original style. Not just houses, even 
the temples, one being close to the exhibit of fisherman village of Arattupuza had been recreated, along with 
a space for religious dance and lamps for Gods. Other structures include the famous snake boat (Sarp Nauka) a 
wooden racing boat and chunden vallam. All these structures and dwellings rejuvenate the lifestyle and cultural 
identities of Indian Coastal communities.

Information display. Information display.
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Huts in coastal village.

Traditional boat of Kerala.Traditional boat of Kerala.
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Traditional boat of Kerala.
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Information display.
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Snake boat (Sarp Nauka) of kerala.

Information display.Bhadrakali Temple.

Source:  
https://dsource.in/resource/village-exhibition-
manav-sangrahalaya/village-exhibition/coastal-
village

Design Resource

Village Exhibition at Manav 
Sangrahalaya
The Exhibitions of the Indian Villages
by
Palash Vaswani
IDC, IIT Bombay

1. Introduction
2. The Village Exhibition
     2a. Coastal village
     2b. Desert village
     2c. Himalayan village
3. Manav Sangrahalaya
4. Contact Details

https://dsource.in/resource/village-exhibition-manav-sangrahalaya/village-exhibition/coastal-village
https://dsource.in/resource/village-exhibition-manav-sangrahalaya/village-exhibition/coastal-village
https://dsource.in/resource/village-exhibition-manav-sangrahalaya/village-exhibition/coastal-village


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in
10

D’source
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Bhadrakali Temple. Information display.
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Nalukettu of Kerala.
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Nalukettu of Kerala. Nalukettu of Kerala.

Nalukettu of Kerala. Information display.
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Desert village 
 
Typical dwelling types from Jaisalmer in Rajasthan, and Kutch in Gujarat are exhibited under the desert village 
display. The stone architecture of Rajasthan, with huge size stones and chhatris, depicting the elements of pride 
and honor in Rajput architecture, has been exhibited in similar way. The bhungas (circular huts) with its marve-
lous clay and mirror work demonstrate the ecological, social and the aesthetic aspects of the nomadic Rabari 
people of Kutch, Gujarat. Thus desert village exhibit features the process, and the extent of their adaptation to 
the environment. The entire village has been displayed with various ethnographic objects that reflect the life 
style and the actuality of the dwelling populations.

Information display.The entry gate.
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The entry gate.

Mud relief work.Mud relief work.
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Mud relief work. Mud relief work.

The village. Information display.
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Bhunga – dwelling of Rabari tribe from Kutch, Gujrat. Bhunga – dwelling of Rabari tribe from Kutch, Gujrat.
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Bhunga – dwelling of Rabari tribe from Kutch, Gujrat.
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Bhunga – dwelling of Rabari tribe from Kutch, Gujrat.

Bhunga – dwelling of Rabari tribe from Kutch, Gujrat.Information display.
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Dwellings from Jaisalmer, Rajasthan. Dwellings from Jaisalmer, Rajasthan
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Himalayan village 
 
These Kothis (stone buildings) of Shimla are the main highlights of the Himalayan Village. Certain structures 
like the entrance gate known as Parol and Parud are build to protect and enhance the beauty of the courtyard 
reflects the culture and ecology of the terrain of the Himalayan region. Chokat a unique four-storied house from 
Uttarakhand, with a roof of tone slates reflects the resistance quality. All these exhibits surprise us with the 
amount of life style, the extent of their adaptation within the country itself.
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Information display.
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Big size

Big size
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Manav Sangrahalaya 
 
The Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manav Sangrahalaya (IGRMS), also known as “The Museum of Mankind” is an open-
air anthropology museum that celebrates many traditions and cultures of India. An initiative by the Government 
of India, it displays the cultural evolution of India in the most detailed manner. Spread across the Shamla hills in 
Bhopal, it covers a sprawling 200acres of the area.

Being the only museum of its kind, it tells the story of mankind in time and space. The museum exhibits around 
40 and more tribal culture and actual-size dwelling of various Indian tribes in different eco-climatic zones of 
India. The most interesting part of this exhibition is the actual size dwellings and display that has been build up 
directly by the folk and the tribal communities. It also displays a brilliant collection of pre-historic painted rock 
shelters, traditional technology used in the earlier days, a trail based on the mythological beliefs of Indian tribes, 
and sacred groves. Apart from all this, it has modern looking in-door museum, that display a collection of tribal 
costumes, arts and crafts, agricultural and household implements, and other objects. There is a well-stocked 
library, audiovisual archives and a huge collection of ethnographic specimens.

Entry at Indira Gandhi Rashtriya 
Manav Sangrahalaya.

Entry at Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manav Sangrahalaya
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Map. Temporary exhibition hall.

Temporary exhibition hall. Evening at IGRMS.
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Evening at IGRMS.

Evening at IGRMS.Evening at IGRMS.
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Jackal taking a walk. Entry of desert village exhibition.

Entry of desert village exhibition. Bhunga at display.
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Boat at coastal village exhibition.

Coastal village exhibition. Sacred grove exhibition.
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Veethi Sankul – indoor museum.

Veethi Sankul – indoor museum. Aal – Vilakku lamp at display.
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Information display.Aal – Vilakku lamp at display.
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Veethi Sankul – indoor museum. Veethi Sankul – indoor museum.
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Veethi Sankul – indoor museum. Veethi Sankul – indoor museum.
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Veethi Sankul – indoor museum.Veethi Sankul – indoor museum.
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Veethi Sankul – indoor museum.

Veethi Sankul – indoor museum. Veethi Sankul – indoor museum.
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Tribal habitat exhibition. Desert village exhibition.

Interiors of bhunga, huts of Rabaris from kutch, Gujrat.
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Himalayan Village.Woodwork.
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Tribal habitat exhibition.Dussera rath from Bastar region.
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Sacred grove of Manipur. Tribal habitat exhibition.

Tribal habitat exhibition.
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Tribal habitat exhibition.Tribal habitat exhibition.
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Tribal habitat exhibition. Hut structure from North-East India is been created.

View from Shamla hills. Entry for Mythological Trail.
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Tribal habitat exhibition.Tribal habitat exhibition.
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Display at Mythological Trail.

Entry for Traditional technology exhibition. Indoor exhibition.
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Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manav Sangrahalaya.Indoor exhibition.
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Contact Details 
 
This documentation was done by Palash Vaswani, at IDC, IIT Bombay.

You can get in touch with him at palsonline[at]gmail.com

You can write to the following address regarding suggestions and clarifications:

Key Contact:
Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manav Sangrahalaya
Shamla Hills, Bhopal 462013, Madhya Pradesh
Phone: 0755 2661319/ 2526531/ 2661670
Website: https://igrms.org.in/

Helpdesk Details:
Co-ordinator
Project e-kalpa
Industrial Design Centre
IIT Bombay
Powai
Mumbai 400076
India

Phone: 091-22-2159 6805/ 091-22-2576 7802
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com
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