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FESTIVALS January

February

March

Annual Timeline of the Warli Tribe

They divide their land and make 
decisions as to which part of land 
has to be burnt or which one has 
to be ploughed. Hence, they start 
their preparation for the coming 
year.

During January and 
February, they usually go 
out for work and help 
other people in their 
farms. They earn very 
little from that (around 
Rs 100 per day) but they 
somehow manage their 
day with that money.  

HOLI
Holi is known as the festival of 

colours but instead, they celebrate 
it with Mitti. They make differnet 

knids of sweets and have rice 
papad after puja.  

RANG PANCHAMI
It is celebrated five days after 

Holi. This is when everyone in 
the village play with colours.  

Period of 
time

Water 
problems



May

April 
They sow paddy in small se 
beds which can be well 
manured and tended. Farm-
ers collect cowdung and put 
it on those small beds. 
These are then stacked with 
few cut side branches of 
trees (wood), followed by 
dry leaves and grass that 
are spread evenly. Then 
they are covered with a thin 
layer of mud and burned 
slowly. This process is 
called Rab.

MARRAIGE SEASON 

It is usually a 4-5 days ritual. Age at 
marriage for the girls is 15 to 17 years 
and for boys from 17 to 19 years. The 
Warli paintings done during the      
marraige are called  “Lagnacha chauk” 
meaning marriage paintings. The 
painting is sacred and without it the 
marriage cannot take place. 

GUDI PADWA
It is a spring-time festival that marks 
the traditional new year for Marathi 
people. They buy new clothes and do 
puja early in the morning. 

BOHADA FESTIVAL
Bohada is a mask festival of the Warli 
tribes which is held for three days. 
Mask owners wear these masks and 
give several performances during this 
celebration.



June

July

August

 
With the first rains, the seeds 
are sown (Chawal Pherni). The 
farmer then prepares the main
fields, whose soil is too hard to 
be ploughed when dry.

Once the rice plants have grown a 
little, they transfer them properly 
to the main fields. 
The weeds that have grown 
during this time are removed.

Once all the plants are fully grown 
and ready for reaping, they cut 
and gather all the crops.

They worship Vaghadev and 
Kaansaari (their Domestic Gods) 
before reaping their land.

They worship their domestic God 
Narandev,Hirva & Himaidevi, 
before sowing the seeds

KAULI BHAJI FESTIVAL
It is a festival which celebrates the 
first rain and the first sowing of 
seeds. Everyone, collectively, look for 
the Kauli vegetable in the forest. 
When they find one, they share it with        
everyone else in the village and have 
food together.

NAG PANCHAMI
Naga Panchami is a traditional worship 
of snakes. The women in Warli tribe 
undergo fasting during the whole day 
(other than chai) and have a good meal 
at night after the puja. 



September

October

They gather all the crops and 
store them in Makaans (huts that 
are built right beside their farms)

They worship Goddess Savari 
before harvesting the crops and 
getting them back home.

They finally remove the outer 
covering of seeds and get them 
back. They also bring back the 
dry grass and hay and store them 
in their house.

BAIL POLA
Pola is a bull-respecting festival 
celebrated by the people of warli tribe. 
They decorate and worship their bulls 
and make them run in a small race. 

GANESH CHATURTHI
The people of Warli tribe celebrate 
Ganapati wholeheartedly for 10 days. 
They decorate their whole village .The 
kids dance to different songs and 
everyone does Tarpa dance together.    



November

December

October and November are 
mostly their celebration months. 
So they don’t really have much 
work other than storing the dried 
grass. 

They continue storing the dried 
grass and use the money that 
they’ve saved the whole year for 
their everyday needs.

DURGA PUJA

Dussera and Diwali are 
one of their most 
prominent festivals. 
They get Tarpa players 
from everywhere and 
people from all the 
nearby villages come 
together celebrate, by 
doing the Tarpa dance. 
They also have melas’ 
during this festival and 
they put these hanging 
objects called Kandill 
in front of their 
houses.

DIWALI



I would specially like to thank the Naakhre family i.e. Aruna Maushi, Sadanand ji, Devika, Devangi, 
Kalyani and Jatin and also my friends, Anagha, Niharika K, Niharika M and Abhijith, for the amazing 
stay at their place for three whole day. Living with them was one hell of an experience as we learnt 
a lot of things even though it oddly felt like home. They even got comfortable with us at one point 
and let us help them in their daily chores. We learnt to deal with limited resources in a better way 
and noticed how they’ve managed to connect with nature in different ways. 
Since they’re Warli artists, we saw a lot of their works as they taught us a little bit of Warli painting. 
Their paintings are usually about their daily lives and traditions. This was something that interested 
me as it is so much different from our lifestyle, which led me into doing this.
The information that I’ve collected for this infographic is solely based on the daily lifestyle of the 
people in Kalamvihira and Pathardi ( two villages in Palghar dist.). Since their lives usually revolve 
around agriculture, festivals and water availability, I tried focusing on those points, specifically. 


